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Meet Our New President
We are delighted to announce that local actress,
Georgie Glen, has kindly accepted our invitation to
become FESPA’s new President - a position that has
lain unfilled since the sad passing in 2018 of its
inaugural holder, Margaret Chadd MBE.
Georgie, who originally hailed from Helensburgh in Argyllshire and now lives in
Southwold, may currently be best known to Friends as Dr. Turner’s surgery manager,
Miss Higgins, in BBC One’s ‘Call The Midwife’. But her successful and very
distinguished film and television career includes many other notable productions
including 68 episodes of ‘Waterloo Road’, the school-based drama also on BBC One,
the 2003 movie Calendar Girls, Sergeant Noakes in ITV’s ‘Heartbeat’ over 6 years,
and both film and television adaptations of Les Misérables - to name a mere few!
We are delighted to welcome Georgie into the FESPA family and look forward to sharing
her company at as many of our future events as she can fit into her extremely busy
work schedule..
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Our 7th winter quiz night takes place on
at the Stella Peskett Hall, Mights Road, Southwold

Price includes a superb 3-course supper
created by
&
her band of merry helpers

for
start
: No bar available
please BYO drinks & GLASSES !

per person
Tickets available from
01502 722582 / vtolfree@outlook.com

Book your tickets now!
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BURSARY NEWS
After last year’s decision to suspend bursary awards owing to Covid-19 and the uncertainty of academic opportunities, FESPA
is delighted that we have now been able to reinstate these annual awards - this year supporting four talented, local students
who coincidentally all have ambitions in musical theatre and who are introduced here.
This brings the total grants awarded since the scheme commenced in 2008 to £66,600
Joe Barbrook

Leon Bedwell

Friends
from
around
Southwold may already
know that Joe is a local lad
hailing from Reydon and
belonging to a well-known
retail family serving both
areas. The arts have been an
important part of Joe’s life
from an early age, including
being part of Showstoppers
Southwold, a group of
youngsters that loved to
perform putting on shows
to entertain local audiences.

Performance is in Leon
Bedwell’s DNA with a
grandmother
(recently
passed away) who was
both an international
professional dancer and
latterly a well-renowned
teacher throughout East
Anglia. Since first entering
her studio, Leon’s life has
been one of continual stage
performance with singing
and
acting
being
particularly
strong
including taking the lead
role of Jean ValJean in Les
Misérables with the Fisher
Youth Theatre Group.
Performance has been
augmented by a raft of successful exam results from the London
Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) together with singing
awards from Trinity College. More recently, Leon took part in the
Senior Summer Course at the National Youth Theatre. As time
moved on, Leon subsequently joined local adult community theatre
companies such as OpenSpace, Roughcast and Upshoot performing locally and in touring shows with directors impressed
to find talent in one so young – hence being offered the occasional
professional role.

From the age of nine he
danced five times a week at
the Venue of Performing
Arts in Oulton Broad
creating annual shows and
charity events/galas within the area. Whilst there he always achieved
very high grades in all his ISTD dance exams. His long-term teacher
enthuses that “Dance is Joe's main passion, but he also loves to act,
getting stuck into a part performing with gusto.” Whilst a pupil at
St. Felix School, he was awarded a Performing Arts scholarship.
More recently, Joe has been performing on stage with Matthew
Bourne's company in his latest production Romeo and Juliet.
As Joe himself says: “From a young age I have always been interested
in the arts, I grew up with my life surrounded by it. It is and always
will be my passion in life”. His current step towards realising his
ambitions is studying for his Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance
and Musical Theatre at the Performers College in Corringham, Essex.

In the current academic year, Leon has been successful in securing
a place on a Foundation Acting Diploma course at the Academy of
Live and Recorded Arts (ARLA) in London which, it is hoped, will
prepare the way for applying for a BA(Hons) next year.

Caitlin Brightey
Caitlin’s ambition is to achieve success in musical theatre. Having fallen in love with dance at a young
age, she realised that dance had to be part of her life. It was then through joining different local theatre
companies that she started to discover her love of singing and dancing. These included the Co Op
Juniors and Stagecoach in Woodbridge and during this time she performed in many shows at Snape
Maltings – a period of very happy memories. Caitlin also continued to enhance her dance skills at the
Linda Shipton School of Dance in Ipswich gaining Grade 5 in ISTD Ballet.
Her decision to turn her hobby into a career led to her joining the Evolution Foundation College last
year to further hone her performance skills. She passed her Grade 8 in Musical Theatre with flying
colours which her tutor at the time declared a considerable achievement given the timescale.
Having auditioned for many performing arts colleges for the current year, Caitlin was offered places
at six of them and opted for the Diploma course in Professional Musical Theatre at Bird College - from
which she has always been inspired by its previous graduates' successes. In addition to her FESPA
Bursary, this has largely been made possible by her success in gaining a DaDa (The Drama & Dance
Award Scholarship).
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Erin Cox
Erin hails from Lowestoft. Since she was three years old she has been dancing - principally with
the June Glennie School of Dance in Beccles. There she has trained in ballet, modern, musical
theatre, tap and singing. Throughout this time and in addition to gaining distinctions in ISTD
examinations for ballet, tap and modern, Erin has also competed in solos, duets, quartets, and
group dances both locally and nationally at festivals. In parallel with all this, she also just
completed her time at Lowestoft Sixth form college where she studied Performing Arts at BTEC
level.
Over the last few years Erin has taken part in professional pantomimes in Lowestoft and so has
now experienced the commitment needed for this choice of career. No-one doubts her
dedication to pursuing continual improvement.
Like Caitlin, Erin has now moved onto further training at Bird College in Sidcup, Kent where she
is currently studying for a degree in Professional Dance and Musical Theatre.

We wish all our Bursary students every success for their studies in the current year

Time For Tea

Many Friends and other guests enjoyed the hospitality
of our chairman, Jane Ackroyd, for a fund-raising tea
party at the beginning of August. All enjoyed a stunning
selection of cakes and other delicious goodies provided
by Jane and her dedicated band of willing helpers to
whom we owe a well-deserved round of applause.
There was also a well-supported tombola on offer which,
together with the catering delights, boosted our funds
by a total of just over £480.
Thanks to everyone who supported our first postpandemic event!

Mary Rowan-Robinson, Jane Ackroyd,
Wendy Mantin & Pam Stewart

The Spring 2022 issue of FESPA News will be distributed
towards the end of February
Please share your thoughts and views on anything and everything including any great fundraising ideas
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F E S PA A G M 2 0 2 1
,
Around 40 members were welcomed by our Chairman,
to the delayed 2021 AGM which this year took place in the Southwold
Arts Centre towards the end of June.

community. If anyone has got any ideas and is willing to help please
get in touch.
Margaret Tabor reported that following a successful quiz night in
February 2019 everything came to a halt. Grants had already been
issued to local theatre companies but it was decided to postpone
bursary applications for 2020 and start again in 2021. We thank all
our members who continued their membership in 2020, which has
dropped from 483 in 2019 to 391 in 2020.
Margaret thanked James Rand for once again auditing the accounts
and agreeing to continue in the rôle of Auditor for the coming year.
The summary of accounts for 2020-21 is on the following page.

Jane began her report by remembering two good friends to FESPA who
we had sadly lost this year: Jack Storer who died aged 101 and had
been auditor for FESPA for many years only retiring recently, and Bryan
Clow who regularly ran the ‘Hi Spirits’ stall at many of our Theatre fêtes
and was a regular helper with the stuffing, stamping and hand
delivering of FESPA News in Aldeburgh. We were hugely grateful and
touched when we learned that Bryan had remembered FESPA in his
will with a handsome bequest which could not have come at a more
welcome time. She then went on to say our funds have suffered a lot,
partly of course due to zero fund raising, but more dual memberships
renewed as single members which adds up to quite a loss to our
charity. However, she is encouraged by the fact that though
membership is down voluntary donations are very much up. Many
members have been incredibly generous. (see below - ed)
She then went on to say that since the passing of Margaret Chadd and
Sidi Scott, we have been without a President and that she is delighted
to say that well-known local actress Georgie Glen has agreed to fill this
rôle. Finally, she emphasised how much we desperately need new
blood to take on fundraising initiatives, and how they would help FESPA
get back on its feet contributing actively to the theatrical life of our

Peter Gibbs stood down this year;
David Bunkell was re-elected as a Trustee;
Glenda Bennett was elected to the vacant Trustee position;
Christine Webb had been co-opted as a Trustee during the year and
was formally confirmed
Jane Ackroyd was re-elected as Chairman;
Margaret Tabor was re-elected as Hon. Treasurer;
Viv Tolfree was re-elected as Hon. Secretary

Thank You Once Again!
… was one of our early Bursary winners in 2009. In a most informative
talk which held her audience captive, Charlotte gave us a wonderful
appreciation of the various stages of her career path to date and how
her experiences along the way eventually led her back to her native
Suffolk and now influence how she is channeling her acting energies.
Born in Lowestoft, she was into
performing dance and mime at
an early age with amateur
productions at the Seagull
Theatre under her belt by the
time she attended Kirkley High
School. There she was
fortunate to come across a
drama
teacher
whose
unconventional methods were
not
conducive
to
the
curriculum! However, his
teaching
technique
ably
prepared Charlotte to gain a
place at RADA which she found
a
a bit of a culture shock because
of the level of confidence
shown by all those around her.
This she eventually countered
by attending the Royal Scottish
Drama School – graduating
despite not subsequently receiving the hoped-for offers from the
resulting Agents’ Showcase.
After taking a three year acting sabbatical as a result, she was drawn
back to her first love and decided to try regional theatre. A spell of living
in Kent, made her realise the many advantages of performing outside
the metropolis and, as a result of an acquaintance deciding to invest
in East Anglian Theatre, found herself with increasing work in this area
leading her to move back to Lowestoft. As well as now also being a
photographer, Charlotte is actively championing both an initiative for
all local creatives to be registered centrally in Lowestoft and the
realisation of the Lowestoft Creative Hub enabling cross-fertilisation
of all aspects of the performing arts in this area.

As the 2021 season draws to a close, we once again wish to
give due recognition to all those Friends who have generously
augmented their annual subscription with an additional
donation during the current year. In these troubled times, it
is very gratifying to receive these simply magnificent donations
as your commitment to helping support the continuing
theatrical presence in this part of Suffolk. The Trustees
therefore acknowledge and greatly appreciate the wonderful
generosity of these FESPA members and we are pleased to
recognise those listed below for their donations of £25 or
greater.
Diane BAGSHAW

David GORDON

Rod & Sonia BARKER

Ken HANHAM

Jane BIRD

Jenny LEATHAM

Rodney BODKIN

John & Gloria NOTTAGE

Sally BRAITHWAITE

Stephen PEARS

Baroness Hazel BYFORD

Carole POPE

Sybil CAVE

Eunice PRICE

Edward & Elizabeth
CONINGSBY

Roger & Frances PRYOR

Peter & Christine FELLS

Barry & Viv TOLFREE

Desmond & Jackie SHINE

Thanks are also due to those many members who have
elected to register for Gift Aid. This remains an important
source of extra funds for FESPA.
If you are a UK taxpayer and have not yet elected for Gift Aid,
please seriously consider doing so when subscription
renewals are next due.
Since becoming a charity in 2008, our funds have been
boosted by over £26,500 from HMRC in this way.
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FRIENDS OF THE EAST SUFFOLK PERFORMING ARTS
Charity no 1119037
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31˧˦˧˧˦˨ DECEMBER 2020
2019

INCOME

£

2020

2020

2019

£

£

£

EXPENDITURE

2020

2020
£

Opening Balances
1140

Current A/C Lloyds Bank

1615

4636

Business A/C Lloyds Bank

5644

592

Gold A/C CAF Bank

27

22000

United Trust Bonds

13222

11500

Grants

11000

4300

Student Bursaries

1165

Newsletter Costs

365

222

Stationery & Postage

678

162

AGM Expenses

20508
5100

Subscriptions

4800

2875

Donations

2831

365

Bank and Bond Interest

236

275

Arts Festival Stall

10

Less Expenses
124

Garden Party Expenses

Southwold Players 645

“An audience with”

324

Open Gardens

59

Less Expenses

924

Quiz Night Supper

1284

383

Less Expenses

458

19

Other Income

Gift Aid
£38443

826

60

General Expenses

40

402

Insurance

402

1615

Current A/C Lloyds Bank

1004

5644

Business A/C Lloyds Bank

7155

27

Gold A/C CAF Bank

125

13222

United Trust Bank Bonds

10354

34

Closing Balances

1888

18638

£31123

£38443

£31123

_____________________________________________Margaret Tabor – Hon. Treasurer
I have examined the books and records of the Friends of the East Suffolk Performing Arts and confirm that this
Account reflects the true financial position of the Charity.
_____________________________________________James Rand – Hon. Auditor________________Date
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“Once more unto that beach,
dear Friends, once more!”
company
–
an
outstanding
first
for
summer theatre on the
Suffolk coast.
So – to the season itself!
While wondering exactly
what to produce when
restrictions eased, one thing seemed to shout for attention Fun! - the sheer joy of live entertainment. But what in
particular? Well, we thought, everything, of course! Our new
trading name, Aldeburgh Classic Theatre, encompasses
theatre both traditional and modern and as carriers of the
torch, passing from our patron Jill Freud’s company, through
AFS and SST we are of the opinion that we are uniquely
equipped to deliver the broadest range of live theatre
experience to be
found anywhere
east of the West
End. This year, we
presented four very
different genres in
four distinct styles.
We opened with
Noel
Coward’s
Joe Leat as “Theresa” Oliver Stoney as
Fallen Angels, a
Wormold and Kate Hunter as Beatrice
classic
period
Severn
comedy
with
original music, winning the prestigious Play of the Month award
from the Noel Coward Archive itself. We followed with It Could
Be Any One of Us – a unique Ayckbourn Whodunnit with a now
rarely-seen, fully realised, naturalistic box set. Next, Our Man
in Havana – a spring-heeled Graham Green adaptation
where spies and romance collided in a stage environment
that never stayed still, delighting the many children attending
with
characters
m a g i c a l l y
disappearing into
walls, beds, and
sliding traps. Finally,
Who’s Who a hidden
gem,
mistakenidentity
seventies
farce with the most
mind-bendingly
Joe Leat as Mr Black,
complex action and
Oliver Stoney as Mr White
plot.
All shared one key factor - the amazing talent and astonishing
hard work of cast, crew, creatives, and volunteers that brought
them to life. We thank them, salute them, and look forward to
welcoming them back.
We also look forward to welcoming FESPA members to all our
future productions.
With our thanks and very best wishes for a safe Autumn,
Christmas, and each step on the road to recovery.

In reviewing ACT’s 2021 season (and what joy to find ourselves
writing those words) we also glance back, hopefully for the
last time, at the rocky road to our opening night, 19th July –
dubbed Freedom Day – when restrictions were finally lifted for
live, indoor theatre.
For us, it is always rather like “unto that beach” (to re-write The
Bard!) because every year we transform our venue, the iconic,
boutique opera-house, Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall, into a fully
equipped sea-side theatre, with
our unique café-bar and boxoffice installation opening onto
the busy promenade and
backshore. Where better to
enjoy an interval glass and
snack than a moonlit beach on
a balmy Suffolk evening?
And “once more”, because of
that rocky road. Our eagerly
anticipated 2020 season was
re-scheduled three times, reconfigured as an autumn
season, also cancelled, and
then, just before our Christmas
Kate Hunter as Jane and
show, Tier 4 arrived, and we
Charlotte Parry as Julia
were closed down again.
But two very good things did
happen in the year that didn’t!
Firstly, our FESPA colleagues allowed us to carry forward our
2020 grant into 2021. We remain extremely grateful for this
support through the darkest period theatre has known for

Oliver Stoney as Brinton, Judith Sharp as Jocelyn,
Julian Harries as Mortimer, Kate Hunter as Amy

centuries. The expanded season it helped to enable played
to warmly appreciative, growing audiences every night for all
the scheduled 49 socially distanced performances. In this first
season back, all companies feared more cancellations,
through Covid, or lack of bookings; we are delighted to say
we didn’t cancel a single show.
Secondly, we developed our relationship with the Arts Council,
were selected for grant support, and continue to enjoy their
backing as an officially sponsored and closely monitored ACE
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At last - live Summer Theatre returns
to Southwold
Theatre on the Coast producer, Matthew Townshend, gives us his
personal reflections on the post-pandemic performance renaissance
to its down to earth portrayal of the behind
the scenes lives of the Carry On stars.
Our patron Vicki Michelle then arrived
in Southwold to revive her role as
Norma Jeane, the Essex grandma who
is convinced she is the real Marilyn,
in a star performance that only
grew in confidence during the
run. Both these plays did what
Theatre does – challenge,
amuse, surprise and provoke;
and then the last show
‘Tomfoolery’ ended the 2021
season with poisoned pigeons,
dancing nuns, and even a live
rocket launch on stage!

The past two summer seasons have left me feeling like the boxer,
flat on the canvas, who with the referee counting to time out makes
it back onto their knees as the count gets to “Eight!, Nine! …”
2021 began with hesitation and delay as we tried to second guess
the progress of the pandemic. Planning was made more difficult
in the stop start context of
government
legislation
around reopening.
But open we did, albeit a
week later than first
scheduled and very sadly
closing a week earlier. Over
6 weeks in July and August
we presented a total of 54
performances and events 3 new productions, a week
of circus for family and
younger audiences, a return
by Robert Powell in his Jane
Austen show and a
wonderful sunny day on
South Green with the
fabulous music of ‘Perhaps
Contraption’. Over 2000
people attended either a
performance at the Arts Centre, saw the circus in the marquee on
Southwold Common or joined the music on the Green. A fantastic
achievement against all odds made possible by our superbly
talented performers, associate directors, choreographer, designer,
technical and stage management support.

Once again, without the support
of our core audience, our
sponsor, the ongoing help
provided by FESPA and this year
the
overwhelming
local
response to our CrowdFunder
appeal in the spring, none of it
would have happened. Thank
you all.
When we relaunched the
summer theatre in 2019 no one could have predicted the journey
that the past two
years have taken
us on. As I write
we have to face
the reality that
once again we
were ahead of

The opening show of the season of plays attracted both some of
the most glowing audience reviews (“the best in 25 years of visiting
the summer theatre”) as well as a much smaller but critical reaction

performing on South Green

the game and took a hit, with audiences
still cautious about returning to live
events indoors.
We
have
just
completed the first
stage
of
our
application to Arts
Council England for
financial help that
will enable us to
reflect, review and
most
importantly
plan for 2022. More
news as soon as we
have it!

All Photos:
by

Vicki Michelle
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The sun shone on the Friends’ Evening
It was wonderful to be able to resume our annual social get-together to mark the start of the Summer Theatre seasons in this
part of the world. As usual the many Friends who attended brought a simply super and appetising array of food which clearly was
much appreciated by all.
The evening also gave us the opportunity to further announce the excitng news that local actress, Georgie Glen, has accepted
the invitation to become our new President. Not only that, but we were able to welcome Georgie to the event where she wasted
no time in making the
acquaintance of many of us.
These wonderful summer
evening events are only
possible because of the superb
generosity of our hostess,
Bettina Daniels, to whom we
send many thanks.

Friendly Persuasion
Two of our longest serving Friends have decided that the time has come for them to take more of a back seat within FESPA.
Both Barry & Viv Tolfree have been actively involved since long before your editor can remember and indeed long before the
dedicated group of Theatre Friends evolved into the registered charity is now is. All of us owe both Barry & Viv enormous thanks
for all the time and dedication they have given over the years to originally The Friends and subsequently FESPA and we look
forward to continuing to share their company for a long time to come.

Thank you both!
Viv has in recent years looked after the bulk of the
administration as Hon. Secretary as well as organising various
fund-raising events including the Showbiz Quiz (see page1).
Her intention is to stand down from this rôle at the 2022 AGM.

I’ve been looking after the FESPA members database for
about six years now and would like to find a successor.
The list is kept on a Microsoft Access Database so it
would obviously help if you were familiar with this app
and had it on your computer. Having said that, I had
never used a database app when I took it over and didn’t
find it too hard to learn enough to get by. I’ll happily
give instruction and support so it would help if you were
within easy driving distance of Southwold.

So we need a willing member to step forward
and follow in Viv’s footsteps.
The task is far from onerous so please seriously consider
taking on this vital but enjoyable rôle and joining the merry
band dedicated to enhancing the performing arts in this area
of Suffolk. Viv will be more than happy to answer any queries
regarding what is involved.
Just email her at
vtolfree@outlook.com or give her a ring on 01502 722582.
As many Friends will know, Barry was erstwhile Editor of this
esteemed organ for nine years up to 2016 when he handed
over the reins to your present editor. Alongside this he has
been minder of the membership database – a vital task he
still undertakes and one he now wishes to hand over. But
here’s Barry to tell you himself:

If you think you can help, please get in touch and I’ll tell
you more about what is involved. Email
barrytolfree@outlook.com or phone 01502 722582.

Edited by Warwick Cross - 07776 221965 - warwick@fespa.co.uk

Printed by Leiston Press - 01728 833003
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