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THE SEASON OF 2015—MARK TAKES STOCK
The 2015 Summer Season consolidated
the success of the 2014 season and
showed a modest increase in sales and
footfall in both theatres. The most
noticeable difference between this season
and the previous ones following the 2008
economic downturn was that people were
more readily inclined to book to see all
five plays rather than pick and choose.
That way they got to see pieces which
may have surprised and delighted them but which they may not
have initially regarded as being ‘for them’.

season was always intended to boost the attendance in the last
week of August and early September – and SEPTEMBER
TIDE did not disappoint. After a recent serious downturn in
attendance for the last play – we had even considered reducing
the season to four plays – this show proved that there is still an
audience for straightforward drama at the end of the season.
HOW THE OTHER HALF LOVES and OUT OF ORDER
both held their own but were slightly disappointing in terms of
attendance compared with previous outings for both Alan
Ayckbourn and Ray Cooney. Having said that, all five shows
were well received by the critics and the audiences as a whole.
Season of change
2015 was a season of change – although
on the face of it much remained the
same. The Company lost the use of
Foster Close as an office and base –
although to be fair, we had shifted the
centre of operations to St Edmund’s
Hall in 2014 – and we also lost one of
the flats we had used for many years for
accommodation. We were very lucky
that Sara and Richard Farrands proved
so ‘accommodating’ and were able to
help us out when we most needed it.
Richard Frost’s decision to take a
sabbatical from the summer season
meant that we had to cast the net for
new directors. In the event, we found two – David Harris and
Ron Aldridge who both maintained the quality of production
our audience has come to expect. For the first time in many
years, there was a 50/50 split between new faces and old in the
acting company. (New and old in this case referring to
attendance in Suffolk rather than chronological age!) This
brought an injection of new blood: Chris Clarkson and Chris
Elderwood, Rick
Savery, Jim Morley,
Rikki Lawton, Amy
Murray, Pamela Banks
and, although known to
us for many years in a
different capacity,
Harry Emerson; joining
Michael Shaw, Rosanna
Miles, Kate Middleton,
Clive Flint and Jill
Freud; and
‘sophomores’ Harry
Gostelow, Sarah Ogley
and Eliza McClelland.
The pool of available
acting talent has
widenened considerably
and we hope to see
many of them back
Chris Clarkson meets ‘Out of Order’ author
Ray Cooney and discovers that his character,
with us soon.
George Pigden, had once been played by Ray
Peter and I are
himself. Photo: Peter Adshead.
currently planning the
programme for 2016.
We have some exciting productions under consideration and we
look forward to announcing the new season in the New year.
Mark Sterling

The Company 2015 (Photo: Stephen Wolfenden)

Surprise
The biggest surprise to us in this regard was the phenomenal
success of ANYBODY FOR MURDER? A decline in interest
over the past four years had seemed to indicate that the
theatrical thriller had had its day. We were, however, keen to
maintain a mixed programme and were fortunate to find this
play which combined traditional thriller elements with a lot of
comedy. It was, in essence, fun – even though it dealt with
murder and had a couple of quite shocking moments.
We were also pleased by the success of THE TITFIELD
THUNDERBOLT which had engendered quite a lot of early
enthusiasm – “It’s one of my favourite films”, etc. Actually, I
think most people were intrigued to see how we were going to
put the trains on the stage. In fact, we not only put two trains on
the stage but also a bus, a steam roller and a Morris Minor!
Programming a Daphne Du Maurier play at the end of the

Terry Molloy, well known to Summer Theatre audiences as well as to
fans of The Archers (Mike Tucker) saw the last night of ‘September
Tide’. Pictured here with Rosanna Miles and Harry Emerson. Photo:
Peter Adshead.
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Sidi writes:

FRIENDS COME UP
TRUMPS AGAIN

As I watch the rain beating against my window I
remember our Fete Day—who could forget it! Do I hear
you saying ‘fated fete?’ Shame on you, we are just being
tested and, judging by the sterling efforts of our team—in
the face of the hurricane – the Dunkirk spirit is still with
us! So onward and upward towards next year’s fete which
must surely be blessed with better weather.
However ,our coffers have been severely affected so
may I beg you to support our next fund-raising event, the
Show-Biz Quiz in January?. It was such good fun last
year we can’t wait for the next one so book your table and
brush-up on your ‘Biz’ knowledge and I look forward to
seeing many of you there!
Last year’s Season is now just a pleasant memory, and
what a good season it was. Not long now before we are
eagerly awaiting the new plays but before then may I take
this opportunity of thanking all my fellow Trustees,
officers and the many helpers and wishing both them and
you, the Friends a very happy and healthy Christmas and
New Year

Thank you to all Friends who added a donation to their
Subscriptions and special thanks to those listed for donations of
£20-plus
Miss A Ainscough, Mrs M Bailey, Mr & Mrs R Barker,
Sir Nicholas Barrington, Mr & Mrs M Bird,
Mr & Mrs B Bradnum Mr R Bodkin, Mrs D Bright,
Mr G Burnett, Baroness Byford, Mr & Mrs J Campbell,
Mrs A Cable, Mrs C Cook, Mr & Mrs W Eborn,
Mrs J Franklin, Mr & Mrs R Greener, Mr M Goodwin,
Mr & Mrs M Guest, Mr & Mrs J Heath, Mr & Mrs P Hore,
Mr & Mrs V Hughff, Mr & Mrs M Jones, Ms B Maggs,
Mr & Mrs B Martin, Mrs J Merrick, Mr & Mrs R Mitson,
Mr & Mrs J Neicho, Mrs J Newhouse, Mr & Mrs J Nottage,
Mr & Mrs J Onions, Mr & Mrs S Pears, Miss P Royce,
Mr & Mrs A Ryley, Mrs S Sewell, Mr & Mrs R Shackle,
Mr & Mrs D Shine, Mr & Mrs D Smyth, Mr & Mrs B Tolfree
One of the main reasons for FESPA becoming a charity in
2006/7 was to take advantage of Gift Aid and we are pleased to
report that by the end of the year over £17,500 will have been
recouped towards funds So we are grateful to all Friends who
register for Gift Aid.

Chairman of the Trustees

From Friend the Rev Helen Gardner, by email
My friend and I have now seen all five of this year's
productions and are thrilled by the improvement in the
standard. We nearly fell off our seats at the twists in Out of
Order and September Tide is superbly paced and
shaped. Congratulations and thank you! FESPA is still not in
evidence in the [Aldeburgh] hall, though.
I suspect that there are a number of people who would come
to a 15.00 matinee. Probably this has been considered? For
those with chronic conditions or in care homes, carers arrive to
put them to bed at 18.00.
Thanks for all the work the company does.
Helen

FOR YOUR 2016 DIARY
Friday 29 January - Showbiz Quiz Night at Wangford
Community Centre (See Sidi’s letter on this page and
advertisement on page 4)
Friday 15 April - FESPA AGM at The Godell Pavilion,
Southwold Common (To be confimed)
Saturday 25 June - Southwold Arts Festival opens (see back page)
Saturday 2 July - Southwold Arts Festival closes
Friday 1 July - 6.30. Friends’ Evening. Location to be
announced later

Peter Adshead responds: As a matter of fact we put up more
FESPA posters in Aldebugh in 2015 than ever before.
However, because of space limitations, all our posters have to
be displayed in the courtyard so will be missed by patrons who
don’t visit that area.

Wednesday 6 July - Southwold Season opens
Thursday 21 July - Aldeburgh Season opens
Sunday 24 July - FESPA Theatre Fete at the Godell Pavilion,
Southwold Common, Starting at 12.00 noon.

Matinees are at 5pm for two main reasons: The daytime is
needed for rehearsals and, because we are offering ‘holiday
entertainment’, most people are otherwise engaged during the
day (on the beach etc) so won’t break their day up with a midafternoon show.

Saturday 27 August - Last night in Aldeburgh
Saturday 10 September - Last night in Southwold

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

editor— is to be my last. We therefore need a new volunteer
editor pronto! It is an interesting and satisfying job and would
suit anyone who loves the theatre and enjoys stringing words
together. I have used a desktop publishing application
(Microsoft Publisher) but there are other ways of doing it that
don’t involve specialised software. If you are interested, do give
me a ring and we can talk about the options.
Over the next few weeks we will be updating our email list
(another task that has regrettably been delayed by my
absence.) If you are not getting our occasional email
updates—or are receiving more than one copy each time, do
please let me know.
My best wishes for a great 2016!
Barry

I am sorry this issue, originally scheduled to be published on
20th November last year, has slipped so disastrously. It was all
going so well until the end of October when I was suddenly
admitted to hospital with an infection in my replacement hip. I
remained incarcerated on an antibiotic drip for the next seven
weeks!
Fortunately this issue is not especially time-critical. But our
next issue, usually hitting the streets in the last week of
February, is! That’s where we announce the forthcoming
season and details of how to book. So, although the gap
between issues is going to be close, I can’t afford to delay it
very significantly. Instead, I may reduce the number of pages.
Another important point is that the next issue—my 27th as
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ILL FETED? - THE LESS SAID THE WETTER!
SUE TAYLER writes:
After 2014’s miserable weather we thought we were entitled
to a real Southwold sizzler in 2015. What we got instead
was possibly the worst day of the summer—even worse
than last—driving rain and violent squalls that threatened
to wrench gazebos out of the ground and launch the
bouncy castle into the firmament.
The impact on profits was inevitable. We netted just £2600—
£1000 less than last time and around £2000 less than in
previous good years.
The fact that we made anything at all is a tribute to all our
gallant volunteers and, of course, to the loyalty of all those
visitors who braved the elements to support us—among the
latter many members of this year’s theatre company, who gave
up their precious Sunday-off to be with us.
Not all stalls did badly. As punters dived for cover into the
Pavilion, the food and tea counter did a brisk trade. The cake,
jams and bottle stalls also turned in good figures.
But, of course, as our single biggest fund-raising event of the
year, a poorly performing fete seriously affects our income and
potentially puts pressure on our ability to support the Summer
Theatres and our student bursary programme.
As a Friend, please do all you can to help replenish our
coffers:

By supporting our quiz night on 29 January (see advert
opposite).

By taking out two memberships (If you are a couple)
instead of one.

By supplementing your annual subscription with a small
donation.

By using the FESPA page on easyfundraising.org.uk
and raising funds every time you shop online. (see
instructions below.)

By encouraging your friends and family to join FESPA.

And— please, please— by once again giving our Fete
your unstinting support this year, on Sunday 24 July.
It’s statistically unthinkable that the sun won’t
shine!
Thanks so much,
Sue

Diving for cover...and cake!

Such amazing support from
Saint Felix School
As always we owe huge thanks
to so many people, Friends and
organisations. But we wanted to
convey a very special thank-you
to Saint Felix School. Their
involvement has been due
largely to the contacts and
influence of our two newest and most active fete
committee members, Tom and Sarah Chapman.
The school provided us with a prime banner site right at
the entrance to the town on the Halesworth Road.
They sent out emails to all their staff asking for
contributions to stalls.
They not only loaned us a marquee at no charge but
also provided the manpower to erect and strike it.
They loaned us their candy floss and popcorn
machines and contributed the raw ingredients while
Head Chef, Brian, laid on staff to work the equipment—
again without charge.

PLEASE GET THIS
EASY FUNDRAISING
HABIT

Brian’s contribution didn’t end there—His kitchen
contributed enormous quantities of sweet and savoury
dishes for our lunches and teas—at no cost to us…
...and persuaded one of his suppliers to donate a case
of wine.

easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fespa

We are also grateful to the PTA who loaned us 20 large
tables and were also generous with their donation of
books for our book stall.

There are 15 of us doing it now and we have raised £225.
There could be hundreds more of us raising thousands more!
So, if you ever shop on line do give it a go. Join up on the
FESPA page above. Then every time you shop at any one of
more than 2700 retailers, including Amazon, a contribution
automatically clinks into the FESPA box. And it costs you
zilch! It’s a no-brainer!

A special thank you to the wonderful ‘Ant’ who worked
so hard behind the scenes.
Not least we wanted to thank Tom Chapman himself
who didn’t rest from dawn to dusk. He was such a
tower of strength.
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2015 GRAND DRAW
RESULTS

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER…
I know that many Friends would no sooner tweet
than fly to the moon. Nevertheless there was an appeal at last
year’s AGM that FESPA should use social media more. Quite
right, too! So … here we are on Twitter! You can follow us:

1st prize - Self-catering holiday in Walberswick: Mr & Mrs
Mansfield of Wangford

@theatre_friends

2nd prize - Three-course dinner at the Wentworth Hotel,
Aldeburgh: Mr & Mrs Fisk of Burstall

We’ll try to remember to keep our Twitter feed updated with
the latest news. Plus, of course, you can also tweet us with your
thoughts.

3rd prize - Weekend in a Southwold Beach Hut: Emma Clark

FESPA NEWS DISTRIBUTORS

4th prize - £100 voucher for the Red Lion: Chris Ure of Reydon

Below is a list of our current door-to-door distributors to
whom we are so grateful. We welcome Rodney Bodkin
as our latest volunteer. He may not have many packets to
deliver but his ‘round’ is a tortuous one.
We currently do not have a distributor in Saxmundham
so do get in touch if you would like to volunteer.
Southwold

John Nottage, Ben & Anthea Marriner, Viv Tolfree, Sue Tayler

Reydon

Peter & Wendy Gibbs

Aldeburgh

Brian Clow

Wangford

Sidi Scott

Walberswick

Val Anderson

Leiston/ Aldringham

Yvonne Minto & Lesley Hill
(alternating)

Ipswich

Raymond Condon & Stuart Bradbrook

Woodbridge

Maureen Bailey

Lowestoft

Melville Canham & Martin Dennison

Beccles

Geoff Smith

Halesworth, Wrentham, Frostenden, Blythburgh, Westleton,
Wenhaston, Stoven, Uggeshall

Pat Hollingsworth & Alison Evans

Badingham, Framlingham,
Dennington, Peasenhall,
Laxfield

Rodney Bodkin

Saxmundham

Vacant

5th Prize - Fresh water pearls: ‘Monti’, Name not fully legible
Other prizes
Breakfast for four at The Anchor in Walberswick: Mrs Cava who
has donated it to the cast of the Theatre
Cream tea for four at The Potters Wheel: Mrs Lovett of Leiston
Picnic for two from Black Dog Deli, Walberswick: Mary Gundry
£20 voucher from Tinkers Antiques, Walberswick: Mrs Clarke
Golf day at High Lodge: David Goodman of Southwold
£30 voucher to spend at The Bell in Walberswick: Antony
Romer-Grundy
Cream tea for two at the Parish Lantern, Walberswick: Rod Dix
of Halesworth
Two tickets for the New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich: Annette
Summerskill of Buckinghamshire
From the winner of the 1st prize in 2014, donated by Val
Anderson:
“Our stay at Hedgley was lovely and extremely comfortable. We
all thoroughly enjoyed it—all three generations! We spent the
days exploring the beautiful coast and the evenings gazing at
the fantastic view from the living room. What a fantastic first
prize! Thank you Val!”

FESPA’S SECOND SHOW-BIZ QUIZ NIGHT
Compiled and run by Sidi Scott to raise funds for FESPA

FRIDAY 29th JANUARY 2016
7.00 for 7.30 pm at Wangford Community Centre, Millfield, Wangford NR34 8RG Suffolk

£12.50 per person— Price includes a three-course supper.
Why not make up a table-team of 4?
To reserve your tickets contact Vivien Tolfree 01502 722582 vmtolfree@lineone.net
Prizes plus raffle (contributions keenly welcomed)
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BURSARIES FOR NINE TALENTED LOCAL STUDENTS
Every one of our 2015 bursary applicants was female, so no apologies for not
including any chaps in our awards this year! Our panel agreed that the overall
standard of applicants was exceptional which is one reason we have made more
awards this year than ever before.

six of the top ballet schools. She finally
settled on the Central School of Ballet in
London where she is now taking a BA
(hons) course in Dance Performance.
(Photo credit: Salsabil Morrison)

Olivia da Costa

Olivia da Costa gained Grade 8
distinction in both Cello and piano and is
described by her tutor at Woodbridge
School as “a musician of rare talent”.
Now aged 18, Olivia has played with the
Junior Orchestra of the Royal College of
Music since she was 9. Now she’s been
accepted at the Royal Academy of Music.
Olivia means to use her bursary to help
finance a laptop together with composing
software to help with her studies.

Adele O’Donnell
Adele O’Donnell, aged 18, from
Kesgrave, is off to the Bird College in
Sidcup, Kent, to take a Pre-Professional
Foundation Course in Dance. She has
recently completed her A levels at St
Alban’s Catholic School in Ipswich
focusing on drama and theatre studies
as well as art, design and English. But
her real love has always been dance
and for nine years she has been
notching up ISTD exam successes at
the Linda Shipton School of Dance.
Adele’s longer-term aim is to be
accepted onto a three-year degree
course in musical theatre and she is
confident that Bird College will give
her the flying start she needs.

Elin Anderson
16-year-old Elin Mairi Anderson from
Worlingham has gained a place at the
Rambert School of Ballet to do an
honours degree in ballet and
contemporary dance. She has worked
long and hard for this, studying at the
Saxtead School of Dance every day after
school and setting off at 4.30am every
Saturday to attend the Royal Ballet
School’s Associate classes. She says that
to go to Rambert is a dream come true.

Chloe Brown
Chloë Lauren Brown from Kesgrave
descends from generations of stage
performers; her great grandfather was in
music hall. 18-year-old Chloë has spent
this year auditioning for and being
recalled by many prestigious stage
schools but frustratingly not quite making
it. Now she has been accepted for a oneyear course in Musical Theatre at
Evolution Foundation College,
Colchester. Chloë is confident she’s now
on the road to success.

Lita Garcia
Although she currently lives in
Norfolk, for most of dancer Lita
Garcia’s childhood her home was
Lowestoft and she has performed many
times at the Marina theatre. Now aged
17, Lita gained distinction in each
syllabus of the Royal Academy of
Dance and, this year, was accepted by
6

Melissa Youngs
Melissa Youngs, 22, from Lowestoft, is
starting her second year at the Royal
College of Music, studying for an honours
degree in music with special focus on
clarinet, an instrument for which she has
an exceptional talent. She astonished her

tutor by scoring an unprecedented 93%
in her year-end exams. But her old B flat
instrument was deemed inadequate and
her professor believed it to be holding
back her progress. A clarinet of the
required standard was well beyond
Melissa’s means hence her application
for funding. A FESPA bursary finally
put it within her grasp and Melissa is
now delighted with her new clarinet.

Abby Codling
A career in forensic science beckoned for
19-year-old Lowestoft girl, Abby
Codling. She finished her course at 6th
Form College with distinguished results.
But the closer that career decision came
the more certain Abby was that the life
she really wanted was that of a dancer.
Ten years with the Silhouette Stage
School, latterly as teaching assistant, had
given her a grounding in all the dance
disciplines and she wasn’t about to give
that up. She was thrilled to be offered a

place on a one-year preparation course
at Evolution Foundation College in
Colchester and has been working flat
out to raise the £6000 costs. FESPA
has been happy to help.

academic school career. Her family have
made huge sacrifices to fund her at
Tring, confident that hers is a rare talent
worth nurturing. Her Tutor agrees: “It is very
apparent… she will achieve great things… one
to look out for in the future”.

Emily Cook
Soraya Walding
Soraya Walding from Shadingfield is
only 11 but her tutors are adamant that
she has a gift for dance well above the
norm. Now she has gained a place at the
prestigious Tring Park School for
performing arts where, as well as
intensive courses in ballet, tap and
modern dance, drama and singing,
Soraya will be fitting in a normal

LIVING THE DREAM...
Four years ago Rob Houchen, of
Carlton Colville was just entering his
final year at Guildford School of Acting
when he was awarded a FESPA
Bursary. But for the last two and a half
years he has been playing one of the
starring roles in one of the West End’s
top shows - Les Miserables. Rob plays
Marius Pontmercy, the young student
revolutionary who is in love with
Cosette. Among his most poignant solos
is ‘Empty Chairs at Empty Tables’, sung in a deserted Parisian
café after the battle at the barricades.
We asked Rob how this dream part came his way and what it
has meant to him.
“I can remember exactly where I was when the call came—in
an H & M store in Frankfurt. I had been touring Germany with
the Twelve Tenors. I had already auditioned for the Les
Miserables part and had flown back from Germany four times
for recalls. But although it was exciting and one of my first big

Off to the London College of Music to
do a BA (hons) degree in acting is 18year old Emily Cook. Her home is in
Aldeburgh and she regards herself as
fortunate to have attended Thomas Mills
High School in Framlingham which
offered her extensive opportunities to
perform. Emily is a real all-rounder,
excelling in acting, song and dance. For
the last two years she has been honing
her skills while taking an extended
diploma in Musical Theatre.

2011 FESPA BURSARY STUDENT STARS IN LES MIS

musical auditions, I hadn’t really expected anything to come of
it. I was practically fresh out of drama school and looked even
younger than my age and I thought that would count against
me. In fact I wasn't even sure why they had called me in. I
wondered perhaps whether it was my Redmayne-esque hair
style (not deliberate but perhaps a helpful coincidence).
Anyway, the phone call was from my agent —I had got the
part. Do I want to accept - yes or no? Naturally I said ‘yes’.
Now, almost two and a half years on, I am so grateful to have
had the most special & unforgettable times of my life in this
show. It's taught me countless lessons, and really shown me
how intense and special the working relationships are in a big
show like this. It takes you over and the company becomes, not
just your workplace but also your home and your family. When
my contract eventually comes to an end, leaving won't be easy.
I fully expect to wake up in the night for a few weeks
afterwards shouting "For General Lamarque!!" , but I look
forwards to a future of further exciting challenges. If any of
them is even half as wonderful as this one has been, I will be
delighted.”
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groups; up to the age of 16 on 1st January 2016 and over 16s.
Photographs may be of any subject but they must be taken
within the town boundary of Southwold after 1 st January 2014.
When you submit your entry you will need to say what each
image means to you. The competition is free to enter. You may
make only one entry but this may include up to 3 images,
which must not have been entered into any other photographic
competition. We will only accept digital images and each file
must be at least 1MB in size.
Winning images will be selected for technical quality,
originality, artistic merit and overall appeal. All entries will be
reviewed by a panel of 3 judges, including our well-known
local photographer Stephen Wolfenden, and images chosen for
the exhibition will be printed 10 X 8 inches in size at Wells,
Queen Street, Southwold. For further details and information
on the terms and conditions please go on to the Southwold Arts
Festival website.

Our 2016 Festival promises to be a fabulous celebration of
the arts locally and nationally so make sure you clear the
week in your diary. The eight-day festival is planned and
run by volunteers who are passionate about the arts and
work hard all year to give the residents, visitors and
holidaymakers an eclectic mix of concerts, theatre, literature
and art.
Each morning there will be a talk. Over lunchtime it’s the
Young Musicians’ Classical Showcase then, in the afternoon
and evening, entertainments ranging from evenings with a
celebrity to concerts and theatre. During the week we have
exhibitions throughout Southwold and Reydon. On the opening
Saturday (25th July) our Street Festival will have The Circus as
its theme and we are expecting some exciting acts. Our
programme will be announced later this month. Whatever your
taste you will find something to enjoy.

Now a registered Charity
In 2015 the Festival became a registered charity so any
donations now receive Gift Aid. In 2016 we will be launching
the Friends of Southwold Arts Festival, which will enable you
to be part of your festival by joining us for the Programme
launch or Friends’ events in the run up to the Festival and you
will also have access to priority booking. Make
southwoldartsfestival.co.uk a favourite site to keep up with
our news!

Calling all amateur photographers
For the last two years we have held exhibitions by renowned
local artists but in 2016 we are holding a photographic
competition, which is open to amateur photographers in two age

Lin Le Versha – Director Southwold Arts Festival

but the two never met! They finally did meet in Brecht’s Galileo at the
Mermaid. They married in 1961.
Parts in Crossroads and Coronation Street followed. In the latter,
Stephen played local photographer, Ernie Bishop which he loved. But
he also took vocal exception to the terms of his contract. “Some actors
were on a weekly wage whether they appeared or not. Others, like me,
were contracted for a fixed number of episodes which meant I could
be off the screen for weeks without pay but not permitted to do any
other acting work. I stood up one day and said: ‘This is unfair’. So
they shot me!”
The on-screen shooting dead and writing out of Ernie Bishop was
front page news in the Red Tops and a shocked nation briefly
mourned. But Stephen had other irons in the fire. He worked as
Musical Director at Birmingham Rep and Stratford on Avon where he
and Jo decided to set up their family home. Daughters Phyllida and
Gemma were raised and schooled there.
Always torn between music and theatre, Stephen composed and
arranged for both theatre and radio for much of his career. But he also
composed serious devotional pieces. One of the compositions of
which he was most proud was a setting for Evensong which has been
used at his old Alma Mater, Durham Cathedral, on a number of
occasions. He even wrote a set of responses which was performed at
St Paul’s Cathedral.
Daughters Gemma and Phyllida are both in the world of performing
arts. Phyllida was in Cider with Rosie at Southwold in 1986 and
introduced Stephen and Jo to Jill Freud. They became firmly
associated with the Summer Theatre ever since and eventually moved
to Southwold permanently. Perhaps predictably, one of Stephen’s best
buddies in Southwold was Sidi’s musical director husband, the late Derek
Scott whom he described as “one of the funniest people I’ve ever met.”
Stephen’s last appearance on the Summer Theatre stage was in
Andy Powrie’s Climbing the Wall in 2007. Jo died in 2012. Phyllida
remains a regular at Southwold Theatre where she has performed in
the ever-popular poetry and music evening for many years.

STEPHEN HANCOCK

Stephen & Jo in 2009—Photo: Barry Tolfree

On November 1st we lost one of the Summer Theatre’s best loved and
most multi-talented actors, musical directors and supporters. Stephen
was 89. I interviewed him for a profile piece in this publication seven
years ago and he recalled his musical roots as a choir boy and later,
Head Chorister at Durham Cathedral. A career as a serious musician
and composer seemed assured but the war intervened and Stephen
joined the RAF where he claimed he “got a lot of laughs and
thoroughly enjoyed himself.” Afterwards he joined Central School and
won a prize for acting which launched him into the theatre with a little
role in Pygmalian with Margaret Lockwood.
In the 1950s came a spell as a doctor in the early, live TV soap,
Emergency Ward 10 which he claimed he hated every minute of. His
wife-to-be Jo (Jocelyne Page) was in the same soap at the same time

Barry Tolfree
Edited by Barry Tolfree 01502 722582 barry@fespa.co.uk Printed by Leiston Press 01728 833003
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