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WE ARE THE FRIENDS OF
THE SUMMER THEATRES.
AS A MEMBER OF FESPA
YOU ARE KEEPING
LIVE THEATRE ALIVE
IN EAST SUFFOLK.

THE FESPA SUMMER THEATRE FETE IS ON
SOUTHWOLD COMMON ON SUNDAY 26 JULY
See Page 6-7
We need your help!
We need your stuff to sell!
We need you to sell all your Grand Draw tickets! If all
else fails, buy ‘em all yourself.
THIS IS OUR BIGGEST CHANCE THIS YEAR TO
RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR CHARITY

A Friend already? Please recruit another one this
summer!
Not yet a Friend? Pick up a membership form at the
box office today.
―Since we took over the Company, our priority has
been to maintain stability and continuity. Nothing
represents those virtues better than the continuing
support of our Friends.‖
Mark Sterling, Director, Suffolk Summer Theatres

A good turnout of nearly 50 for the
FESPA 2015 AGM on Friday 17th
April when our guest speaker was
broadcaster, journalist and selfconfessed Summer Theatre
‘groupie’, Tony Mallion, seen inset,
being thanked by Sidi Scott.

Registered Charity No: 1119037

THIS SEASON‘S RUNNERS & RIDERS
Mark Sterling‘s introduction to the summer‘s plays and players
and the decision-making process that went on behind the scenes.
(from Mark‘s talk to the FESPA AGM on 17th April )

I’m sure all of you are aware of the
programme – indeed most of you will, I
expect, have already booked your tickets. We
have been on sale since February and the
indications are that we have selected a good
mix of plays with strong bookings across all
five of them.

with strong characters and the occasional shock. So far, the box office
is endorsing this choice.
Similarly, over the last few years, we have had difficulty finding a
substantial audience for the last play of the season. By the time we
reach September, the holidaymakers have largely gone home and so
we are selling to a perhaps more discerning, theatre-going public such
as yourselves! Having produced two of Daphne du Maurier‘s plays
myself, I had previously read and remembered September Tide.
Programming this tense drama, written by such a famous author, as
our September play seemed a good plan and again, the box office is
endorsing this decision.
And finally: well it‘s a long while since we last played trains so it is
high-time we followed-up on The Lady Vanishes. Developed from
another classic British film, The Titfield Thunderbolt has the same
kind of pedigree with the opportunity to create more locomotive
illusion on our small stages.

For those of you interested in how the plays were
selected this year – it became apparent at the beginning of the season
last year that there was an appetite for Ayckbourn and so it was
obvious that we had to choose another of his plays. How the Other
Half Loves sits in a similar period to Taking Steps and is equally
strong on farcical situations and characters.
For many years, the season‘s anchor has been, and remains, the
August comedy which, in 2014, was Noises Off – a play that is a hard
act follow since it is one-of-a-kind. So we decided to go back to Ray
Cooney who has been perennially popular for a long time. Out Of
Order is the ideal antidote to politics in this election year!
It has been clear to us for the last three or four years that the
traditional stage thriller appears to be in decline. We have tried
obscure titles and classic titles but none of them has achieved the kind
of audience that used to be guaranteed in days gone by. So this year
we were lucky enough to find Anybody for Murder? which combines
the elements of the traditional thriller with a strong emphasis on
comedy. We hope that this blend will bring in those people who want
a good laugh and not put off those who like a good convoluted story

So much for the plays. Now the people:
Most of you will know that Richard Frost is taking - what we hope is
- a sabbatical this year. He has been an anchor for almost twenty years
and so extremely hard to replace. We are therefore very pleased to
welcome David Harris to the company as director of both the
Ayckbourn and the Cooney. David is a writer, actor and director of
long standing both here and in Canada where he lived and worked for
many years as a director of TV and film, working with, among others,
Richard Burton and Peter O‘Toole. In the late-eighties, he returned to
London where he founded The Actor‘s Company, a unique one-year
course which offered totally practical training for the actor. This
quickly established itself as one of the leading training schools,
attracting the likes of Peter Adshead who trained with David in the
early ‘nineties and subsequently spent five years working with him.
We are also extremely lucky to have secured Ron Aldridge as
director of Anybody For Murder? In a career spanning nearly forty
years, Ron has acted in the West End – notably in Ray Cooney‘s
comedies – and has written fifteen stage plays which are frequently
produced by repertory companies. He is virtually a resident director at
The Mill At Sonning; he‘s been producing plays there since last
century!

ACTING COMPANY—PLAYS 1,3 & 5
H o w t h e O t h e r H a l f L o ve s
Out of Order
S e p t e m b e r Ti d e

ACTING COMPANY—PLAYS 2 & 4
Michael Shaw

Kate Middleton

Christopher
Elderwood

Eliza
McClelland

Chris Clarkson

Rick Savery

Harry Emerson

A n yb o d y f o r Mu r d e r ?
Th e Ti t f i e l d T h u n d e r b o l t

Rosanna Miles

Harry Gostelow

James Morley

Pamela Banks

Jill Freud
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Clive Flint

Amy Christina
Murray

Jamie Chapman

Sarah Ogley

Sidi writes...

And we are delighted to have Phil Clark back for his sixth season
with us. Phil will be directing September Tide.
It is important for the future of the company that we bring in new
blood to enhance our strong core of talented professionals.
Circumstances have dictated that the forthcoming season will include
more new faces than we have seen in recent years.

(extracted from her Chairman’s report to the AGM)
t has been a good year for FESPA in spite of the appalling weather
we faced at our first Southwold fete. Suffice it to say that, thanks to
Ben Marriner and his faithful ‗sidekick‘, Sue Tayler and our stalwart
helpers, we lived to fight another day.
We started the Season with our Friends Evening in Bettina Daniels‘
garden, a new venue for us and many thanks go to Bettina for her
hospitality. Happily we have the offer of the same garden this year so
those of you who lost your way last year can feel very smug by turning
up early this year!
During the year, we have met four times as Trustees and many times
more for other reasons. We are a very pro-active group and I hope you
will agree that we have continued in our pledge to support the
Company in both Southwold and Aldeburgh. We must not rest on our
laurels, though, as it is obvious that, without our input as Friends, the
survival of our theatres would be in the balance. It‘s a tough job
putting bums on seats these days. It is no longer a cheap night out but
the benefits of seeing live theatre and sharing the experience with
others is beyond price.
FESPA‘s second aim is to support those local young people who are
determined to train in any of the performing arts but who need a
helping hand. Those of you who saw our Student Showcase in 2013
will have witnessed what talent there is out there, needing just a little
help from their friends to fulfil their goals.
Our fundraising effort this year was our Theatrical Quiz in January
which brought more than £650 into our coffers. Now, normally one
has a very simple supper at these ‗dos‘ but we were treated to a really
splendid 3-course meal which deserved Michelin recognition. We do
hope to repeat this event but, as our cooks needed a week in the sun to
recover, we won‘t promise quite such an ambitious culinary
experience next time. My family are braced to do their part again in
trying out all my questions and telling me if they were too easy or too
difficult. It filled several hours of tedium over the Christmas period.
I look forward to meeting you all at the Theatre and at the associated
events during the year.

I

But first, some of the old faces:
Michael Shaw would, I‘m sure, forgive me for classifying him as
such! He first appeared here in 2002 when he played the dual lead
roles in Double Double. This will be his eleventh season with us, and
his second in a row of being cast in three plays. First as Frank Foster
in How The Other Half Loves, then as junior minister Richard Willey
MP in Out Of Order, and finally as the loyal Robert Hanson in
September Tide.
Joining him as his wife in two of the plays, Eliza McClelland is
returning for her second season with us having wowed audiences with
her truly dotty Dotty Otley in Noises Off and stealing the best moment
in The Late Edwina Black. This season, she will play Fiona Foster
and Pamela Willey, and will take the lead role of Stella Martyn in
September Tide.
Back for the seventh time – and also performing in three plays – is
Rosanna Miles, appearing first as Teresa Phillips, then as sexy
secretary Jane Worthington, and finally as Eliza‘s daughter, Cherry, in
September Tide.
Kate Middleton will be joining us hot-foot from the maternity
ward… Not really! I‘m talking our Kate Middleton. She is back in two
plays: as Mary Featherstone in How the Other half Loves, and the
naughty but nice Nurse Gladys Foster in Out Of Order.
Then the newbies
Our four stalwarts will be joined by newcomers Chris Clarkson and
Rick Savery, completing the line-up for How The Other Half Loves ;
and then by Jim Morley, Christopher Elderwood and Harry
Emerson for Out Of Order. All five actors have a lot of experience
and will be creditable additions to the company.
And, yes, you did hear right – Harry Emerson, son of Richard, is
joining the acting company for the first time in eleven years since he
played the dwarf in Don’t Look Now. Now a trained and talented actor
in his own right, Harry continues the Emerson dynasty on stage here
in Southwold and Aldeburgh.
The company of plays one, three and five, is completed by Jill
Freud. We are very pleased that there is a suitable role for her in the
programme and we are delighted that she accepted it. Jill‘s fans will
have to wait a while before seeing her onstage, as she plays
housekeeper Mrs Tuckett in September Tide—in September.

Chairman of the Trustees

FOR YOUR SUMMER 2015 DIARY
Friday 12 June - Aldeburgh Festival opens
Saturday 27 June - Southwold Arts Festival opens (see back page)

The second acting company
Shows two and four see the welcome return of Harry Gostelow and
Clive Flint, last seen as Holmes and Watson in Sherlock’s Last Case
in 2014. They are joined by Jamie Chapman who takes the leading
role of Max Harrington in Anybody For Murder? Back in 2013, Jamie
caused some hysterical laughter by his quick-change antics in Dick
Barton and The Secret Of the Pharoah’s Tomb. This year, he‘s at it
again in The Titfield Thunderbolt where he has to play five characters
ranging from a Welsh drunk to the romantic hero! Not to be outdone,
Clive will be playing three roles in the same play, and Harry two. The
gentlemen will be joined by leading ladies Pamela Banks, Amy
Christina Murray, and Sarah Ogley. Newcomers Pamela and Amy
play Max‘s wife and girlfriend respectively in Anybody For Murder?
and Sarah plays the devious Mary Ticklewell. Sarah, who was
previously in the company in the 2012 season, goes on to play Lady
Edna Chesterford in The Titfield Thunderbolt, and Amy plays two
roles: a romantic ingénue, and a brassy Trade unionist!

Sunday 28 June - Aldeburgh Festival closes

Maurice Rubens has again designed the sets, and Miri Birch the
costumes. Many more of the aforementioned old faces will also be
seen in the summer in their usual roles as backstage, front-of-house
and box office staff. And, as is traditional, I have asked Sidi to
choreograph a dance sequence in The Titfield Thunderbolt. Starlight
Express it isn‘t so you‘ll have to come and see it to find out how it fits
in!

Sunday 26 July - FESPA Theatre Fete at the Godell Pavilion,
Southwold Common, Starting at 12.00 noon. (See page 6—7)

Friday 3 July - 6.30. Friends’ Evening at ’Woodleys’, The
Common, Southwold. Bring along a plate of eats to share.
Enjoy a drink and a chat with members of the Company and
fellow Friends. See page 7 for directions
Saturday 4 July - Southwold Arts Festival closes
Wednesday 8 July - Southwold Season opens with How the
Other Half Loves by Alan Ayckbourn
Friday 10 July - Public box office opens for Aldeburgh
Summer Theatre season at the Jubilee Hall.
Thursday 23 July - Aldeburgh Season opens with How the
Other Half Loves by Alan Ayckbourn

Saturday 29 August - Last night in Aldeburgh: September
Tide by Daphne du Maurier
Saturday 12 September - Last night in Southwold: September
Tide by Daphne du Maurier
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ME ET CH RIS CL AR K SON
Actor, stilt-walker, living statue, magician, presenter... there are not many performance skills that
Chris hasn’t made his own. But summer rep will be a first. He relishes the prospect.
Chris, this will be your first season with the
Summer Theatre. How did it come about?
Well, I happened to meet stage manager Erin
Whiley this winter when we were both working
in Pantomime – Beauty and the Beast at
Tewkesbury – and we became very good friends.
She really waxed lyrical about the Suffolk
Summer Theatres – the company and the whole
experience. For some reason she had the idea
that I was just the sort who would ‗fit in with the
ethos‘ and kept insisting that I‘d love it. She
gave me Mark Sterling‘s contact details and
before long Mark invited me to audition.
Have you ever spent time in this neck of the
woods before?
Actually I have. When I was a little boy,
between the ages of about four and nine, my
Mum took me to Southwold on holiday four
times with my Grandma and Grandad. Funnily
enough I‘ve just been digging out the family
albums of that time. There‘s Grandad lifting me
up to stroke the Adnams dray horses, me
hamming it up with the canons on Gun Hill...
They were such happy times. My Grandma died
only last year and the day I rang my Mum and
told her I‘d got the job and was spending
Summer in Southwold and Aldeburgh, it just
happened to be the first anniversary of my
Grandma‘s death. Really poignant... floods of
tears and all the rest...

So how did that develop?
I started with what is called ‗skins work‘ in the
business... dressing up as a character or mascot
with a big foam head and cavorting about at
store openings and football matches. Then I
found out that stilt walking paid a bit more, so I
learned that! Then came living statues and that
was a performance skill I really made my own.
Was this basically busking?
Oh no! I‘ve never busked. I only did contracted
gigs. It was great fun and I became more and
more in demand. Then, in 2008, I was invited to
St Petersburg to participate in a festival out
there and that led to me being selected to
represent Great Britain in the ‗World Living
Statue Championships‘ in Holland.

Chris Clarkson lives in Manchester but
commutes regularly to his home town of
Leicester both to visit his mother and to
support his beloved Leicester Tigers Rugby
Club. More about Chris on his websites –
www.chris-clarkson.com and
www.ChrisPresents.tv

Do you think your mother will come to visit
you during the season?
You try and keep her away! Mum‘s my biggest fan. She comes to see
me in everything I‘m in! My better half might struggle to make it,
though. She's touring with The Bodyguard at the moment and she's
not coming anywhere near Suffolk over the summer.

The mind boggles! Do you still do it?
No – although I‘ve still got all my costumes! I‘ve learned some other
performance skills since then, which fall into the general category of
‗presentation‘ work. I suppose it started when I landed a job as regular
guest presenter on the BBC ‗One Show‘. Not the ones on the sofa, who
in those days were Christine Bleakley and Adrian Chiles. No I was one
of the roving reporters. They had a few... a medical one, an education
one, a legal one... I was the one who didn‘t mind making a complete
idiot of myself, conducting outrageous, manic vox-pops most of the
time.

I’ve been looking at your website and can see you’ve an
impressively varied cv in theatre and TV, from soaps to
Shakespeare. But I can’t help being intrigued by some of your
other skills...
When I graduated from Bretton Hall drama school I realised very
quickly that there‘s no such thing as a full-time acting career. You
need second and third jobs. A lot of us deliberately went for things like
bar work, call-centres, reception desks – casual jobs that give you the
flexibility to take time off for auditions. I tried some of those but I‘d
got neither the heart nor the head for them. So, instead, I decided to
learn other performance-related skills.

Chris, aged 4, and his Grandad, Don, meeting the
fabled Adnams Percheron dray horses in 1984.

You’re joking!
No, it‘s a big event and very competitive. There
were 150 entrants from all over the world, I was
next to a guy from New Zealand, and 300,000
members of the public attended. I didn‘t win but
I really enjoyed it and, in fact, had the chance to
do it again in 2009. I wasn‘t world champion
that year either. But, parallel to the official
judging, there was a public vote for the most
popular statue – and I won! I was officially the
world‘s most popular living statue. Think of
that! I was James Bond, equipped with a fully
operational Walther PPK automatic – or more
accurately, a ‗Water‘ PPK automatic!

How easy was that? It sounds horribly stressful.
Well, it‘s performance, isn‘t it? I thought of it as an extension of
panto. I love my panto. I do it every year and mostly I play the
Comic. As the Comic you are often standing all by yourself on the

...and in 1989 on Gun Hill, demonstrating the disconcerting effects of a Broadside on a 9-year-old budding
performance artist.
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stage, talking to the audience, while the crew are trying to fix up the
set behind the curtain for the next scene. If it doesn‘t quite go to
schedule, you often have to ad-lib to keep the audience engaged and I
found that relatively easy and I was quite good at it.
It was a short, natural step into getting known as a professional
presenter and host.

From Eliza Burkitt, Woodbridge
Last autumn we awarded a bursary to 13-year-old Eliza who
had been accepted to attend a Saturday course at London
Guildhall School of Music Junior Department.

What kind of work does that include?
For example, I‘ve just finished hosting the Bradford Schools‘ Proms
and in a couple of weeks‘ time I‘m in the Cathedral at Bury St
Edmunds, hosting a prestigious charity fundraiser for the drug and
alcohol rehab charity ‗Focus 12‘. It‘s a black-tie ball, dinner, auction...
£90 a ticket and sponsored by Greene King.

Dear FESPA
I have very much enjoyed my time at Guildhall so far. I really
like my teachers there and it is amazing to play music with likeminded young musicians. I look forward to spending more time
there to develop my
musical understanding
as well as my playing.
So far I have been
involved in both
orchestral and chamber
music concerts as well
as solo performances
on violin and piano.
Thank you for your
contribution to the fees
for 2014/15.
Best wishes,
Eliza Burkett

I’m told you also practise magic!
A very good performer friend of mine has been working as a close-up
magician for 20 or more years. He saw the sort of thing I was doing,
hosting dinners, chatting to people, having a laugh, ‗working the
room‘, and he thought having a few tricks up my sleeve would be a
natural add-on. So he taught me some basic sleight-of-hand. I got
interested. Then very interested. Then geekily interested! Now I do all
sorts of close-up work as I go round the tables... card tricks, making
people‘s rings and watches disappear and then reappear in impossible
places.
Is magic a sort of acting skill, would you say?
Certainly a performance skill. I find there is a fascinating cross-over
between all my working worlds. As a magician, you‘re always looking
for distraction opportunities – ways to manipulate the audience‘s
attention – and that‘s certainly an acting skill. And, as a presenter,
you‘re never quite yourself; you‘re a slightly heightened version of
yourself. Acting has enabled me to create a number of these slightly
modified versions of myself. A couple of years ago I did a TV
commercial for Eastern Europe for which they wanted an actor to play
the part of a magician. Imagine! Dream casting! I really do love my
job – in all its aspects.

From Sammy Miles, Leiston
Dear FESPA,
Sadly, my Mother, Mrs Aileen Miles, passed away at the end of
last year’s summer season. At 92, and still attending every play
each year, she must have been one of the Company’s longest
serving audience members. She and my father originally
attended the seasons in Southwold until his untimely death in
1980. She continued to attend, and I joined her on our move to
Suffolk in 1982. The Company’s inclusion of the Jubilee Hall in
Aldeburgh made it even more ‘our’ theatre and has given me
such a store of happy memories of our evenings—and afternoon
matinees since my retirement—and the long discussions later,
on the relative merits of the plays and actors. Always enjoyable,
sometimes challenging and never less than the most excellent
value for money.
On her behalf, thank you for all the joy, laughter, sadness and
intrigue you provided. Thank you also to the unsung heroes who
support and enable the productions from behind the scenes and
the consistently patient and helpful front-of-house people. I look
forward to the 2015 Season, but will miss her sharp eye and
wicked sense of humour alongside me. I am sure she will
continue to support every performance in spirit.
Sammy Miles

And now...Summer Rep!
Yes, and do you know, rep is one thing I‘ve never done and something
I‘ve always wanted to. I can‘t wait to get started.

PAID JOB OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE SUMMER THEATRES
BOX OFFICE STAFF

We require staff to sell tickets to the public from the box offices in
both Southwold & Aldeburgh.
The box office is generally open from 12.00 to 4.00 pm and 4.00 to
8.00 / 8.15 pm. We currently have a number of shifts available. We
operate a computerised system for which FULL training will be
given.

The next issue of FESPA News will be published on or soon
after Friday 20th November 2015. We’d love to publish
your thoughts—about the season, about FESPA, about
your newsletter or about anything else. Email
barry@fespa.co.uk

BAR / FRONT-OF-HOUSE STAFF

We require people to operate the bars / coffee bars at Southwold and
Aldeburgh Summer Theatres between 8th July and 12th September.
Usual hours of work are approximately 6.45 until 9.45 pm.
We currently have a number of shifts available.
FULL training will be given.

HOW TO BOOK FOR THE PLAYS
Tickets for both Southwold & Aldeburgh theatres can be purchased
by phoning: 01502 722572 (credit & debit cards now accepted).
Or by post or in person from the box office at St Edmund‘s Hall,
Cumberland Road, Southwold IP18 6JP (Mon-Fri 12-4 pm, Sat 123pm). Or by emailing bookings@southwoldtheatre.org
Aldeburgh‘s ‗in-person‘ box office opens on 10 July at Jubilee Hall,
Crabbe Street, Aldeburgh IP15 5BW (Tue - Fri 12-4 pm, Sat 12-3pm).

PLEASE CONTACT PETER ON 07930 530948 0R
peter@southwoldtheatre.org for further information

IS THERE A PINK FORM IN YOUR ENVELOPE?
If so, it’s because we don’t seem to have received your membership renewal
fee. Please act soon to ensure you continue to receive FESPA News and
enjoy the benefits of membership, including concessionary ticket prices for the
Summer Theatres.

Please note: cheques should be payable to
‘Suffolk Summer Theatres’.
DON’T FORGET TO ASK FOR YOUR FRIENDS’ DISCOUNT
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THE FESPA THEATRE FETE
THE WILLIAM GODELL SPORTS PAVILION, SOUTHWOLD COMMON
(Opposite the water towers. Enter IP18 6TB in your sat-nav)

From 12.00 pm on Sunday 26th July 2015 - Opened by Jill Freud
OUR NEW FETE ORGANISER, SUE TAYLER WRITES:
This year, for the second time our fete is to be on Southwold Common at the
William Godell Sports Pavilion. We did well last year in spite of skillfully choosing
the worst day of a good summer. This year it’s our turn for sun and we hope to do
much, much better, particularly as we have moved the date to take full advantage of
the Southwold holiday season.
The car park will be available from 10 am and the fete opens at midday. Soup and
lunch snacks will be on sale and a licensed bar will be run by the Pavilion staff
throughout the fete. Later there will be our legendary teas with cakes and strawberries and cream.
Lots of new attractions including a jazz band, donkey rides, candy floss, popping corn, coconut
shy. Plus all the old faves.
A big thank-you to the Pavilion Management for letting FESPA have this superb venue free of
charge and to the Southwold Common Trust for permitting us to use the adjacent land as a car
park. And, not least to all our Friends for manning stalls and giving us lots of stuff to sell. Please
have a good look at our wish list below and do everything you can to contribute.

SUE’S WISH LIST
Here are the things we most need. When you’ve rootled through your attic, wine cellar and the back of your wardrobe,
please ring the relevant stallholders on the telephone numbers below to arrange delivery or collection. Or ring me on
01502 725722 or 07979 811390 and I can arrange for your stuff to be stashed in my garage in Southwold. At a pinch—
just bring your goods along as early as possible on the day.
BOOKS—Call Michael Rowan-Robinson 01502 725223 m.rrobinson@imperial.ac.uk
BOTTLES—In-date alcoholic and soft drinks for the bottle tombola. Please try to get the bottles to us before the day to
allow time for ticketing. We also need two new volunteers to run
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
this stall. Call Sue Tayler 01502 725722 or 07979 811390
BRIC-A-BRAC—Curios, crafts, collectables and vintage household
goods. Call Ken and Jill Hanham 01728 453745
krjmh.stpeters@btinternet.com

 To set up and run the bottle tombola
 To supervise the Bouncy Castle
 To run the Strawberries & Cream and ice-cream stall
CAKES & HOME PRODUCE—If you can bake for us or provide
 To help Jane Ackroyd on the soup and refreshment stall
homemade jams, pickles and marmalades please call Mary Rowan To help Pat Hollingsworth sell draw tickets
Robinson 01502 725223 maryrobin123@yahoo.com
 We can always use more helpers on the day—to
FASHION ACCESSORIES, JEWELLERY, NEARLY NEW OR
VINTAGE FASHION—for our ‘New-to-You’ stall. Call Wendy Gibbs
01502 723390 w.m.gibbs@outlook.com

FRAMED PICTURES, PRINTS, PHOTOS, ARTWORKS—
Something you’ve created or something totally off the wall—or both!
Call Barry and Viv Tolfree 01502 722582 barrytolfree@tiscali.co.uk

put up stalls, move equipment, man the gate and car
park, help as needed on stalls and help supervise
the games. If you are able to offer your time please
give Sue Tayler a call on 01502 725722 or 07979
811390

TOYS, GAMES, PUZZLES, CHILDREN’S BOOKS— Call Sue Talyler 01502 725722 or Judith Botten 07876 018322
judithbotten17@googlemail.com
PLANTS, HOME-GROWN PRODUCE, POTS, GARDEN TOOLS— It will help if you could label plants with a name and
a price (please keep to round pounds or 50p) Call Martin and Julie Dennison 01502 583068
martinwdennison@btinternet.com
SPIRITS— for our ‘Hi-Spirit’ bottle draws called at intervals throughout the afternoon. Call Brian Clow 01728 454366
UNWANTED AND UNUSED GIFTS—as prizes for our tombola stall. Must be in as-new condition and available in
advance to allow time for ticketing—Call Paul and Wendy Thompson 01473 735344 wendyandpaul@greenbee.net
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2 0 1 5 G R AN D D R AW

STALLHOLDERS AND HELPERS CAN PARK FREE IN THE SMALL
PAVILION CAR PARK ON THE RIGHT OF THE BUILDING.

Our new Grand Draw manager, Pat Hollingsworth, has assembled a
fabulous range of prizes. Here are some of the top treats so far…

YOU CAN START SETTING UP YOUR STALLS FROM 10.00 AM
READY FOR A NOON OPENING.

First prize:
A week’s family self-catering holiday during 2016 school hols in a
lovely sea-view apartment in Walberswick (Sleeps 5-6). Dates
subject to availability. Donated by Val Anderson

THANK YOU!

 To all the very generous donors of prizes
 To Saint Felix School for the loan of equipment
 To the William Godell Pavilion management and

£100 worth of vouchers to spend at The Red Lion in Southwold
An unlimited golfing day for four at High Lodge, Hinton
Three course dinner for two at the Wentworth Hotel, Aldeburgh

the

Southwold Common Trust for their generosity

A weekend in a Southwold beach hut courtesy of Tom & Sarah Chapman

 To Sarah at SPOTS for providing lucky dip prizes
 To Derek and Teresa at the Red Lion for all their help,

Voucher for theatre tickets for two at the New Wolsey, Ipswich
Meal for two at ‘No 51’ Restaurant, Southwold

support and generosity

Plus many more in the pipeline!

 … and to all Friends who man stalls, lend a hand, provide

Please send back the completed stubs with your cheque (not cash!) to
Pat’s address on the ticket. There is no need to return any unsold
tickets. Tickets will also be on sale at the fete. The draw will take place
later that afternoon.

gazebos and donate stuff to sell

Pat Hollingsworth may be contacted on 01502 724120

NEW TRUSTEES FOR FESPA
At the AGM, two new Trustees were elected. They are Judith Botten
and Jane Ackroyd. David Bunkell and Barry Tolfree both retired as
trustees, having completed two three-year terms. Ken Hanham was reelected for one year and replaces Barry as Vice Chairman. Also reelected for one-year terms, under the provision of the amendment to
the constitution passed last year, were Sidi Scott, Chairman and Peter
Gibbs, Treasurer. Viv Tolfree, Secretary and Ben Marriner were reelected for a second three-year term. Sue Tayler continues as a trustee,
having completed two years, and this summer, takes over the
challenging role of Fete Organiser from Ben.
David Bunkell has agreed to continue his role managing FESPA‘s
Bursary programme in a voluntary capacity. Likewise Barry Tolfree
will continue to edit FESPA News for the immediate future. But see below!

The Friends’ Evening in Southwold
Friday 3rd July at 6.30
Our pre-season party is once again in Friend Bettina Daniels‘ lovely
garden, ‗Woodleys‘ on the edge of Southwold Common.
As usual, FESPA will provide the wine and soft drinks but please
bring a plate of prepared food—sweet or savoury—to share.
Woodleys is just yards from Southwold High Street. Look for Barclay‘s Bank and the URC Church. Between the two is a passageway
called ‗Woodley‘s Yard‘. Walk to the end, go through the turnstile
onto the Common. Look to your right and there is Woodleys. We‘ll
put a sign up outside the gate just to reassure you. If you are coming
by car, there is a free car park off Gardner Road. For sat-nav users,
the postcode is IP18 6HR. Looking forward to seeing you.

FESPA NEWS
Barry writes:
This is my 25th issue of our newsletter. I have been editor for almost
as long as my predecessor (and its founder), Jack Clayton. I love the
job and am very happy to continue for a bit longer yet. But it would
be good to know that there is someone out there who might like to
grab the baton one day and, perhaps, bring a different voice and fresh
approach to the task. It would help if they had some experience of
using publishing software or were willing to learn If you are even
tentatively interested, please get in touch.
I am so fortunate in my now well-established team of 21 stuffers,
stampers and distributors who are saving FESPA hundreds of pounds
in postage costs. Most of the main membership areas in E Suffolk are
now covered but I am short of a distributor in the Saxmundham area.
Can you help? barry@fespa.co.uk if you are game.

FROM OUR TREASURER
Peter Gibbs
Presenting the accounts at the AGM, Peter noted that membership
continues to hover in the mid-600—well below its peak. He
encouraged all members to make a special effort to recruit friends,
relatives and neighbours. Happily, and surprisingly, our smaller band
of Friends has become more generous than ever before with donations
increasing this year by £700.
Predictably, considering the awful weather, the net profit for the fete
was down—but only by £1,011 which astonished all involved. It
bodes well for our new Southwold venue which should be well
capable of pulling in the crowds and the revenues on a decent day.
Other heartening news was that the Summer Theatres enjoyed a
much more successful season in 2014 and, consequently, the grant
required from FESPA was proportionately less.
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JILL FREUD - SONG & RHYME
Jill's poetry and music evenings for the
Summer Theatre have become an
institution in Southwold, entertaining
audiences for more than twenty years.
This year, instead of her accustomed
‘Sundays at Seven’ spot, Join her for an
afternoon of words, laughter and music
with some special friends: Jacqui Coghlan, singer and theatre
producer; Richard Gibson, actor, scriptwriter and Herr Flick
in ‘Allo ‘Allo’; Phyllida Hancock, RSC and West End Theatre;
Roy Margolis, jazz pianist; Ben Parry, music director and
Helen Atkinson Wood, television presenter, actress and Mrs
Miggins in Blackadder.

Saturday 27 June—Saturday 4 July

Five Festival highlights that
Friends won’t want to miss...
SIDI SCOTT AS JOYCE GRENFELL
Accompanied on the piano by Jonathan Rutherford.
A selection of the letters written from her room at the Wentworth
Hotel by Joyce Grenfell between 1962 and 1979. From the book
‘Letters from Aldeburgh’ edited by Janie Hampton.

Friday 3rd July, 2.30 pm at St Edmund’s Hall

Monday 29th June, 2.30 pm at St Edmund’s Hall

THE DENIS KING STORY
Denis has been musical director of several Summer Theatre
productions in the past. Now is
the chance to hear about his
remarkable career as composer
for West End musicals, TV and
film, his appearances at the
London Palladium with the King
Brothers and touring with the
Beatles.

Tuesday 30th June, 3.00pm at St Edmund’s Hall
OBOE RECITAL BY PENELOPE
CARTER
One of FESPA’s 2012 Bursary
students, Penelope presents a
programme of Romantic and 20th
Century oboe music. Penelope
has contributed to Suffolk Youth
Music and Durham University as
oboe principal, concerto soloist
and cor anglais player. This
recital features repertoire from
the nineteenth and twentieth
century, including the favourite
‘Three Romances’ by
Schumann.

ALAN BENNETT’S TALKING
HEADS

Friday 3rd July, 1.15 pm at
the United Reformed Church,
High Street, Southwold

The Library Touring Company presents
two of Alan Bennett’s much loved
monologues, ‘A Lady of Letters’ and
‘Bed among the Lentils’, performed by
Deborah Kelly

DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG PERSON
WHO WOULD BENEFIT FROM A
FESPA BURSARY?

Wednesday 1st July, 3.00 at St Edmund’s Hall
Tickets for all the main Southwold Arts Festival events can be
purchased by credit or debit card online from the festival website:
www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk
Or by phoning: 01502 722572
Or in person from the theatre box office at St Edmund’s Hall,
Cumberland Road, Southwold IP18 6JP (From 25 May the office is
open Mon-Sat 12-4 pm)
All festival events are listed on the website and a full colour
brochure is now available

Applications for FESPA 2015 Bursary awards must
be in by August 2. If you wish to nominate someone
in E Suffolk who needs help with their performing
arts course fees, contact David Bunkell
FESPA@btinternet.com for details.

Edited by Barry Tolfree 01502 722582 barry@fespa.co.uk Printed by Leiston Press 01728 833003
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