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Summer 2021

A message from our Chairman, Jane Ackroyd:
Dear Friends of FESPA,
What a strange time we have been having but hopefully we are beginning to see
the end.
Thanks to all those who have been so supportive during this time.
I do hope you will all make a big effort to come to the AGM on the 25th June so that
we can look at how we can rescue this beleaguered charity.
And great news – A PARTY FOR ALL FRIENDS on the 16th Julyf - so see you
there.
Meantime, look after yourselves and stay safe.
All the best,
Jane
fSee

page 6 - ed.

More Great News —

Our Summer Theatres
are planning to be back
in action

ollowing last year’s difficult decision to suspend our
Bursary scheme owing to the educational uncertainties
surrounding the COVID pandemic, we are delighted to
announce that the scheme is reopening for studies commencing
this coming autumn.
So if you, or others you know, hope to attend a recognised
performing arts course in the autumn and need financial support,
please email: David Bunkell (fespa@btinternet.com) for an
application pack.
The absolute closing date for applications is midnight on Saturday
31st July 2021.

F

Full details on
pages 4 / 5

Full details on
pages 6 / 7

Like many other organisations, our planned activities last year had
to be cancelled including our 2020 Annual General Meeting. So
help us make up for it by making a date to attend this year’s

F E S PA A G M
Friday 25th June 2019
7.00 p.m. prompt start
at the Southwold Arts Centre, Cumberland Road, IP18 6JP
More details on page 2
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turn to page 7

Registered Charity No: 1119037

FESPA Annual General Meeting

Viv Tolfree,

n view of the pandemic, lockdowns and the need
to completely cancel the AGM in 2020, the trustees
took the decision to delay the 2021 AGM from it’s
usual slot at the end of March in the optimistic hope that
social distancing restrictions would ease later in the year.
As we go to press, that certainly look like a realistic
probability. Therefore this year’s AGM is planned to take
place on

I

22, Field Stile Road, Southwold, Suffolk, IP18 6LD.
The closing deadline for all nominations is midnight on
Thursday 17th June 2021.
Following the meeting formalities and before some muchneeded socialising over drinks, we’ll all be treated to a talk
from our guest for the evening, Charlotte McGuinness.
Many of you may
remember her when,
as Charlotte Barker,
she was one of our
first Bursary winners
back in 2009 as she
was about to embark
upon her course at
RADA. Since then,
you may lave been
lucky enough to catch
up with her locally
when she appeared in
Yakety Yak’s
© Phil Sharpe
production of ‘The
Little Cabaret Of
Suffragette’ in 2018 followed by her own show as part of
the First Light Festival in Lowestoft in 2019.

Friday 25th June starting at 7.00 p.m. prompt.
Please note that another change is that this year the venue
is the SOUTHWOLD ARTS CENTRE in Cumberland Road.
All members are encouraged to attend if possible. The
AGM provides a wonderful opportunity for us all to
regroup following the year-long cessation of activities and
to hear about what our newly achieved freedom has in
store for us artistically for the coming summer months. If
you’re reading the printed version of this issue, you should
find a copy of the Agenda and the Minutes of the 2019
AGM enclosed; if you’re reading from e-mail, then these
documents will be in a separate attachment. Please be
environmentally conscious and bring these along to the
meeting so we can keep the printing out of extra copies to
a minimum.
As part of the meeting agenda there is the necessary
matter of elections for the vacant positions of Trustees and
Officers. All fully paid-up FESPA members are both
welcome and indeed encouraged to propose nominations
for trustee positions in addition to Chairman, ViceChairman and Hon Secretary. Nominations for these must
:
be in writing and sent to the

Charlotte’s talk is on a theme of regional theatre and
making a life for yourself as a creative outside of London.
She will give an overview of what she does, what she’s
passionate about, how she supports herself in this area
and the future she'd like to see.

Please don’t forget …
If you haven’t yet renewed your 2021 FESPA subscription, you will find a friendly yellow reminder in
with the mailing of this issue. There has never been a better time than now to renew; as a result of
Covid, the performing arts in East Suffolk have never been more in need of your support. When you
renew, please don’t forget to opt for Gift Aid if possible. Thank you.
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Southwold Arts Centre reopens
then able to reopen to the public in October with a sociallydistanced
. A lot of thought had gone in to how
to operate in a COVID-secure manner, with a one-way system
round the hall, compulsory face-masks
(supplied free if needed) and temperature
checks on entry.

W

hen I agreed to become a Trustee of the Southwold
Arts Centre in June 2019, I little realized the
rollercoaster I was embarking on. I was immediately
asked to become Chair of Trustees and
within a few months found myself
effectively the Director of the Arts Centre.
After a lifetime of research in
astrophysics and cosmology, I little
expected to find myself a theatre
manager in my retirement. However my
experience of managing teams of
scientists, especially in the space
programme, and years of submitting
grant applications, turned out to be quite
useful.

Two further lockdowns have followed, the
third one on Christmas Day cutting short
’s wonderfully droll panto
season. But the Trustees have continued
to explore new programme ideas and
seek funding to improve the exterior and
interior of the Arts Centre. Now the
Southwold Arts Centre has reopened with
the café open three days a week, a
collaboration with the Open Air Films on
Southwold Common season and a week’s
run of ‘
on
June 8th - 12th from the Theatre Royal,
Bury St Edmunds. A summer theatre
season from
follows in July
and August. It’s especially pleasing for me to see the Arts
Centre bounce back in a new dynamic form because my father,
formerly a professional actor, had overseen the design of the
rebuilt hall in 1951 following its destruction by bombing during
the war. He made sure it was a proper theatre with wings,
dressing rooms and fly-bars and this is what makes it possible
for us to have such high quality shows today. We look forward
to welcoming you (safely) back.

The two main crises facing the Trustees
at the end of 2019 were that accounts
had not been filed for the previous two
years and the external fabric of the
building
desperately
needed
refurbishment. Just as these problems began to be resolved,
COVID-19 descended and the Arts Centre had to be closed on
March 17th 2020. A period of desperate appeals to supporters
for donations, tightening of all expenditure and grant
applications ensued. New Trustees came on board to
strengthen all aspects of the management of the Arts Centre.
Our survival was dependent on generous donations from
supporters, grants from the Southwold Trust and Southwold
Town Council and support from East Suffolk Council’s Small
Business COVID Emergency Funding. Meanwhile, we were
delighted that Matthew Townshend Productions were able to
lay on a brilliant on-line summer theatre season and we were

We are also exploring how to support FESPA, for example by
hosting some kind of indoor FESPA fete.

Forthcoming Events at SAC
takes the hilarity of the original novel to new heights,
reducing the cast to just 3 actors, and transporting the
audience to locations all over the globe.

The Arts Centre Box Office has already re-opened - daily
11am – 3pm.
The Café has also already re-opened and will be open each
Tues, Thurs and Fri 11am-3pm – (come along for coffee
and a chat).

First
published
serially in 1872
and then as a
novel in 1873,
Jules Verne's farce
was one of the
most widely-read
novels of the 19th
Century, garnering
him
worldwide
renown, and it
remains a popular
title, even today.

In collaboration with Southwold Outdoor Cinema on the
Common, we will be showing these films:
Saturday May 29th 7.30pm, fantasy story filmed locally
‘Yesterday’,
Saturday June 19th 7.30pm, adventure film ‘The Bourne
Ultimatum’.
Booking for films is via the website:
www.southwoldevents.seatedly.com
Rehearsals are already under way for the Theatre Royal Bury
St Edmunds’ own production of the Jules Verne's classic
adventure story, Around the World in Eighty Days.
This story of an English gentleman accused of robbery who
makes a wager to go around the world in eighty days
features gags, character changes and actors running all over
the place.

Around the World in Eighty Days is the perfect show for
Southwold Arts Centre's reopening. After over a year of
being stuck at home, what better way to return to theatre
than an adventure exploring the world and all its magic that
we have been missing?

Toby Hulse's charming adaptation of the comic adventure
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June 13th.
Booking is now available
on Arts Centre webpage
(see below), at the Box
Office or by phoning

It's great for the Arts Centre to be welcoming a major
regional theatre company like the Theatre Royal, Bury St
Edmunds, to Southwold. Don't miss this great (socially
distanced and COVID-secure) event!

01502 722572

Booking Information

Finally the Arts Centre is
delighted that Matthew
Townshend Productions
will be bringing us a
Theatre on the Coast
season from July 20 th Sept 4th, with three
entertaining
new
productions - please see
Matthew’s introduction to
this year’s productions below and booking details on the
page opposite. Booking for Theatre on the Coast
productions is already open.

Around the World in Eighty Days is at Southwold Arts
Centre Tuesday 8 June to Saturday 12 June (evenings
7.30pm, matinees Thurs and Sat at 3.30pm)
Tickets (£20) are on sale now at
https://southwoldartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/around-theworld-in-eighty-days
or phone 01502 722572, Box Office open Mon-Fri 11am3pm.
Warning: this production features gunshot sounds, haze and
strobe lights
Booking is also open for two performances of Two of a
Kind, songs of love and romance by two well-known
performers, Mary Cardewe and Graham Hickley, on Sunday

www.southwoldartscentre.co.uk

Theatre on the Coast reopens in Southwold
mtp Producer, MATTHEW TOWNSHEND, gives Friends the background to the coming season
when it first opened at the National Theatre and before
it won the Olivier Award for best comedy in 1999. Our
middle play of the season stars another great comedienne
and also our Theatre on the Coast patron - Vicki Michelle.
Hello Norma Jeane was first presented at the tiny King's
Head Theatre in Islington in 2014 before transferring the
following year to the Park Theatre and I'm delighted that
we can restage it here in Southwold. The third of our main
stage shows is a revival of Cameron Mackintosh and Robin
Ray's musical revue, Tomfoolery, using the words and
songs of the hilarious and cynical Tom Lehrer. If ever
there was a show for our strange times, this is it.

After the long darkness, Southwold Arts Centre reopened
on May 17th. Over recent weeks, mtp has been busy
negotiating to return in the summer with our third
Theatre on the Coast season.
We have been overwhelmed by the response to our
Crowdfunding campaign, which raised over 30% more
than target in just three weeks in April. The majority of
individual givers gave an IP18 address which is a fantastic
statement of support from our local community and
audience. Together with a grant from one of the Covid
business support funds from East Suffolk District Council
and the ongoing support of our sponsor Suffolk Secrets,
Theatre on the Coast is now in a much better position to
manage the impact of reduced income in 2020 and any
ongoing uncertainties including lowered confidence
amongst Theatre goers.

As well as the three main stage plays we are still planning
a week of one night shows in the Theatre, events on
Southwold common and in the town including circus and
music and a series of 'make a play' weekends for families
and younger audiences which we hope we can run at
outside locations in Southwold and Reydon during the
month of August.

None of this would be possible without the core loyalty of
FESPA and its members, who have once again responded
generously to our appeal for funds. FESPA members will
continue to be able to enjoy reduced price seats on all
performances, and a 2 for 1 offer on our Tuesday night
previews for each of the main plays in the Theatre. This
year we are also proposing to resume the interval raffle to
raise funds for FESPA as well as discussing other ways in
which we can promote membership and support events.

The main stage plays have already gone up on the
TicketSource website. FESPA members are strongly
encouraged to book for their preferred dates and seats
now before we announce the season on sale in the press
and media. There is no need to fill in an advanced booking
form just visit totc.co.uk and make use of the special
FESPA offers for the Tuesday preview nights and for the
£1.00 discount (FESPA members only – see page 8)
throughout the season.

The three plays already advertised begin with a celebration
of a great British comic tradition and one of its best loved
stars, the late Barbara Windsor. I was lucky enough to work
with Bar (never Babs) in the 1990s and saw Terry Johnson's
hilarious comedy Cleo, Camping, Emmanuelle and Dick

Theatre on the Coast, the actors, creative and stage
management and all the team send our thanks and best
wishes and look forward to seeing you from July 20th!
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Times and Prices:
Evenings at 8pm (8.15 Thurs, Sat) all seats £18 (under 16yrs £16)
Matinees (Thurs, Sat) 5pm – all seats £16
Tuesday previews all seats £14
For full details, and further information visit www.totc.co.uk or
www.southwoldartscentre.co.uk
Online booking www.ticketsource.co.uk (booking fee applies)
mtp and Theatre on the Coast gratefully acknowledge the support of our sponsors:
FESPA, Suffolk Secrets, Southwold Town Council, ESDC and our generous individual donors

Reduced price preview Tuesday 20th July

Reduced price preview Tuesday 10th August

l u3rds- Sat 7th August
PTues
Festival week
Look out for details of our Music, celebrity guests, 'meet the

writer' platform events and screenings of newly cleaned and
edited films from the 2020 online season: ALL 4 ONE and
ATTAGIRLS! Don’t miss the return to Southwold of Robert
Powell - this time to give us his take on Jane Austen.

On Southwold Common
Open air events
24th July - 1st Aug: MUSIC and CIRCUS - look out for more

details

Open air locations in Southwold and Reydon
Weekends in August. GET INTO DRAMA and MUSIC
children, young people and community
For younger theatremakers: take part in creating your own
performance of 'Treasure Island'

Reduced price preview Tuesday 24th August

For FESPA Membership booking details, please turn to page 8
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Friday 16th July from 6.30 p.m.
You know things may be returning to normal when we can mark the start of this year’s theatre seasons in both Southwold
and Aldeburgh by gathering in the sociable environment of Bettina Daniels’ wonderful garden on the outskirts of Southwold
Common - ‘Woodleys’. A chance to meet, greet and form friendships with members of the production companies entertaining
us this Summer in the Southwold Arts Centre and Aldeburgh’s Jubilee Hall respectively. Please join us if you can.
Whilst FESPA will provide a little liquid refreshment (all financial donations gratefully received!), we do ask that each member
brings along a plate of finger food – either savoury or sweet – that is pre-prepared and self-contained.
As always, we are indebted to Bettina for her kind hospitality. ‘Woodleys’ is easy to find – just head down Woodleys Yard
which is the passageway from the High Street between Barclay’s Bank and the United Reformed Church. Walk to the very
end and through the turnstile; the gateway to ‘Woodleys’ is immediately on your right and will be suitably signed and
decorated.
If you are joining us by car, the Gardner Road Car Park is free.

A look forward to what is planned to delight Friends this summer
season at Aldeburgh’s Jubilee Hall as ACT celebrates its

Bounce Back
support throughout. In a year where it's been
great to have friends, what great friends we
have!
So, we are most grateful indeed that the grant
given by FESPA in 2020 has been rolled over
to 2021 and we are very pleased to be
celebrating our ongoing relationship by
offering the usual member discount this year.
We have also been successful in an application
for funding from Arts Council England under
their Cultural Recovery Fund. This modest
but most welcome grant will help offset the
additional costs and reduced income of the
past year and, we're delighted to say, also means that we will
be able to continue to fulfil our policies of accessibility, diversity,
and reasonable ticket prices.
As the company that officially took over production of summer
theatre seasons from Jill Freud & Company, AFS, and Suffolk
Summer Theatres (SST) we have strong links with experienced
and talented local creatives - developed over many years and
through successive generations. We are passionate about
producing high-quality live theatre and entertainment and are
confident that we can do so again this year. We also continue
to offer our friendship and moral support to fellow producers
and to venues themselves - should unexpected vacancies in
planned programmes occur, our productions may also be
available elsewhere, to ensure that the show will go on for you,
our audience!
Happily, to cap and celebrate our Bounce-Back year, Beauty
and the Beast will now be playing over Christmas 2021 and, as
the resident company at the AJH, we will be adding Autumn
and Spring to our seasonal programmes of audience-oriented
performance - from period dramas to modern comedies mixing classic theatre skills and production values with young,
emerging talents.
Let's hope for a happy and successful summer season for all!
ACT - Marianne, Mark & Richard

Greetings and warm wishes to all FESPA
members, hoping that you are remaining safe
and well through what have been such very
difficult times for us all.
As you will have seen, the Government
announcement of the latest Roadmap have
given some much-needed clarity regarding
how the Arts and especially those offering live,
indoor theatre would be able to relaunch. We
have all been eagerly waiting for the chance to
perform live for our audiences again and if the
Roadmap stays on course we will be providing
an exciting, extended, and expanded summer
theatre programme, July to September, this year.
It now goes without saying, but we'll say it - all subject to the
UK progressing through the Covid-19 stages over the next few
months - so fingers crossed for 21st June after which we hope
to be given the go-ahead to play to larger houses.
We should all still bear in mind, however, that, as we write, it
is reported as very likely that indoor audiences will still be
required to wear face masks, and we plan to continue to
provide a Covid-safe environment and some measure of social
distancing. We feel our audiences need to be confident in their
indoor environment, as well as comfortably and safely seated,
as we return to a life where we reacclimatise ourselves to
sharing space with people not from our families or Bubbles.
Although prevented from performing live by Government
restrictions, a significant investment was already committed at
the point of the first lockdown in 2020, and our expenses to
enable us to survive as a healthy and viable theatre company
into 2021 have continued - albeit as dramatically reduced as
responsibilities and overheads permitted. Our much rescheduled 2020 summer season became an autumn mini-season,
both eventually Covid-cancelled, as was our much-anticipated
Christmas production, Mike Kenny's Beauty and the Beast frustratingly, right at the last moment. But we are delighted to
say that authors, literary agents, our Patron Lady Freud and
family, our colleagues and supporters young and old, and our
home venue, the AJH, have remained in close and dedicated
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Live theatre is back for the Sunshine Coast at the iconic
#Covid safe environment

19th July to 4th September (with optional extension)

by Noel Coward

by Alan Ayckbourn

by Graham Greene, Adapted by Clive Francis

By Keith Waterhouse and Willis Hall

Supported by Arts Council England
and HM Govt. Cultural Recovery
Fund
ACT is a trading name of Southwold
and Aldeburgh Theatre Ltd.

FESPA News urgently needs Friends from these areas to join our merry band of volunteers who distribute this newsletter in their respective
neighbourhoods. This is usually only needed three times a year and the more adventurous ones also join our very social ‘envelope stuffing’
sessions prior to distribution. It’s not arduous — the
load is normally only around 12 copies,
also 12 and
around 8. As well as being a good way of socialising with other Friends, this has the deadly serious objective of keeping FESPA’s postal
overheads to a minimum to enable funds to be used more creatively.
If you feel you can help, please contact Barry Tolfree on 01502 722582 — or email: barrytolfree@outlook.com

Do you shop online at Amazon.co.uk ?

For shopping with a whole host of other online retailers, you can
easily help donate additional funds to the FESPA coffers without
even lifting a finger or denting your wallet. Simply join

Amazon.co.uk supports charitable organisations such as FESPA via
its ‘Smile’ initiative.
Just visit https://smile.amazon.co.uk, login with your normal
account and password and the screen will ask you to choose your
charity. Search for and select ‘Friends Of East Suffolk Performing
Arts’ and then just start shopping as usual. For each purchase you
make, Amazon will then send a proportion of your spend to us as a
charitable donation. It’s as easy as that!

and register an account. FESPA will then automatically receive
additional donations whenever you shop online with nearly 3,000
top retailers including M&S, John Lewis, Boots, Tesco and Aviva.
Go to
today and
follow the simple online instructions

If you’re not yet helping FESPA in this way – please consider doing
so - many members probably shop with Amazon and placing all
your on-line orders this way could make a significant difference to
our funds. Thank you.
7

Friends’ 2021 DIARY ESSENTIALS

A Massive Thank You

Thursday
17th June
Friday
25th June
Friday
16th July
Monday
19th July
Tuesday
20th July
Saturday
July 31st
Saturday
4th September
Saturday
4th September
Thurs. 4th Mon. 8th Nov

Because of the publication disruption in 2020, we were not
able to give due recognition to all those members who
generously augmented their annual subscription with an
additional donation during last year. The Trustees
acknowledge and greatly appreciate the wonderful generosity
of these FESPA members. We are pleased to recognise those
listed below for their donations of £25 or greater.
John & Gloria NOTTAGE

Sir Nicholas BARRINGTON

David GORDON

Roger & Frances PRYOR

Sonia & Rod BARKER

Peter & Christine FELLS

Edward & Elizabeth
CONINSBY

Baroness Hazel BYFORD

Mrs Jennifer LEATHAM

Mrs Sheila SEWELL

Rodney BODKIN

Desmond & Jackie SHINE

Mrs Sybil CAVE

Barry & Viv TOLFREE

Mrs Jennifer FOOT

Deadline for sending Trustee/Officer
nominations in advance of the AGM
FESPA AGM - Southwold Arts Centre - 7.00 pm
Friends Evening in Southwold
6.30pm - ‘Woodleys’ - see page 6
Aldeburgh Season opens
'Fallen Angels’
Southwold Season opens
'Cleo, Camping, Emmanuelle & Dick’
Deadline for 2021 Bursary applications - 23:59
Aldeburgh season closes
'Who’s Who’
Southwold season closes
'Tomfoolery’
Ways With Words literary festival

Southwold Arts Festival 2021

We are similarly grateful for what has been a simply
magnificent level of donations during the current year and we
aim to celebrate these in the next issue of FESPA News.
Equally, thanks also to those many members who have
elected to register for Gift Aid. This remains an important
source of extra funds for FESPA.

The Government’s proposed dates for the easing of lockdown
and social distancing regrettably were not early enough to
prevent
and her management team having to
make the difficult decision to cancel the event this year. Here
is the statement they placed on their website in early March:

If you are a UK taxpayer and have not yet elected for Gift Aid,
please seriously consider doing so when subscription
renewals are next due.

“It is with regret that the planning group has decided that
the 2021 Arts Festival will not take place in June 2021 as
originally planned.
Our volunteer committee, responsible for planning and
staging the Arts Festival since 2014, have reached the
conclusion that with the uncertainty over the coming
months and the timing of the Festival within days of the
planned lifting of all restrictions on 21st June, that the
festival should be cancelled.
This has been an extremely difficult decision to take but
we cannot afford to run our programme with socially
distanced rules, and we cannot guarantee that these will
be completely lifted in June.
We’re sorry to disappoint you, but we will run some exciting
events in the autumn and winter under the Festival banner
and have a fantastic programme for you in our 2022
Festival 25th June — 3rd July.”

Bryan Clow
In the last issue, we reported the sad and unexpected
of Aldeburgh who had been a loyal
death of
Friend since 2004. Bryan did much to support us, not least
in being our sole FESPA NEWS distributor in Aldeburgh and
for many years manning the ‘High Spirits’ bottle stall at
our Summer Fetes.
We are both touched and grateful that Bryan’s will has
included a substantial bequest to FESPA. It will be put to
good use.

Thank you, Bryan

By the time you read, this, the box office for ToTC 21 will already have gone live. This may appear to FESPA members
as if there is no incentive for them to book, but please assure everybody that ToTC have planned for this. However,
the impact of the pandemic and the ongoing uncertainty has impacted on the timetable and so bookings are already
open for all theatregoers.
FESPA members are encouraged to book asap to guarantee their preferred date and seats - note that there will
continue to be a socially distanced seating plan. ToTC will be happy to assist but this year there will be no advance
booking form - also no need to send in cheques! For all performances FESPA members (and members only) receive
a £1 discount and for the Tuesday night reduced price previews can book 2 for 1.
Membership booking code for Member Discount on all performance — TOTCFESPA1
Membership booking code for 2 for 1 offer on Tuesday Night Previews only — TOTCFESPA50
The dates of Preview performances are on page 5.
Edited by Warwick Cross - 07776 221965 - warwick@fespa.co.uk

Printed by Leiston Press - 01728 833003
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