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After the ‘Summer of our Discontent’, we now await

An Autumn of Optimism
Dear Friends,
It’s been a gloomy Summer from so many perspectives and none more significant to us collectively than the absence, so
far, of the Summer Theatre seasons in both Southwold and Aldeburgh. After the keen anticipation generated by the exciting
advanced programmes announced at the start of the year in both locations, to have all live performance removed from our
lives so universally by the pandemic restrictions was a cruel blow to both us theatre-goers and the production companies
alike.
But – that doesn’t mean the producers have been idle. There has been much going on ‘under the bonnet’ in the interim and
plans are afoot to fill this artistic void – one way or another – in our lives.
Fundamentally that means ‘The Show Will Go On’ - albeit different to that originally planned and in a Covid-secure way. The
current thoughts, plans, opportunities and restrictions for both Southwold and Aldeburgh are to be found on pages 2 and 3.
It is essential that as many of us as possible actively support these plans emanating from both venues – as and when we
are able – in order hopefully to safeguard many future seasons in both locations.

In memoriam . . .
Goodbye Good Friends – Bryan and Jack

W

e are very sad to report the recent unexpected death of
of Aldeburgh who has been a loyal Friend since
2004.
Bryan did much to support us, not least in being our sole FESPA
NEWS distributor in Aldeburgh. He would invariably attend our
‘stuffing and stamping’ sessions in Southwold where he acquired
the reputation of being the fastest-ever filler of envelopes. Bryan
was also a hard-working volunteer at our Summer fêtes where, for
many years, he manned the ‘High Spirits’ bottle stall.
Bryan was a quiet, kind, unassuming man who gave us his time and
energy generously and loved our local performing arts scene
passionately.
We have been humbled to learn that he has left a bequest to FESPA
in his will. Thank you, Bryan.

, was a member of, first ‘The Friends’ and later,
FESPA, since 1996 and, for most of that time, he served as our
auditor. He died early this summer, aged 102, just a few months
after the death of his wife, Margaret, to whom he had been married
for 70 years.

Jack retired to Southwold
from a senior position in the
National Westminster Bank
in 1977 and rapidly became
a local legend. His energy,
natural
leadership,
astuteness, curiosity and
readiness to participate
remained
undiminished
throughout his retirement.
He founded the local branch
of NADFAS (now The Arts
Society) in 1988 and was its
long-term President, He had
been Secretary and President of the Southwold & Reydon Society,
Trustee of the Alfred Corry Museum, Member of St. Edmund’s PCC
and a passionate advocate of the refugee charity Hope & Aid Direct
founded by his son, for which he wrote a regular update and appeal
in the local press.
Barry Tolfree

Please don’t forget …
If you haven’t yet renewed your 2020 FESPA Subscription, there has never been a better time
than now to do so.
As a result of the pandemic, the performing arts in East Suffolk need your support more than
ever!
We regret it will no longer be possible to send out FESPA News to those who have opted not to
renew following this reminder.
Registered Charity No: 1119037

Finally there is light at the end of the lockdown tunnel as far as the
Summer Theatre in Southwold is concerned. Yes …

is returning to the Southwold Arts Centre this August and
September!
on the night or for up to seven days afterwards. There will also be
an easy to follow tutorial about how you can watch on a PC, laptop,
tablet or on your TV.

The Summer Season will take place after all - and featuring the
productions originally advertised pre-covid-19 – and more! –
albeit somewhat later than originally expected but with a totally
different performance experience.

MTP has tried to keep the technicalities for booking the online
season as simple as possible. One of the results of this is that they
are using a different payment process rather than the
TicketSource portal normally used by the Arts Centre Box Office.
Many of you who booked earlier in the Spring have contacted
Matthew – some with generous offers to retain the balance when
rebooking - offers which have been very truly appreciated.
However, it's now obvious that this will be more complicated than
MTP had previously thought and so if you originally booked
pre-pandemic, your original cheque (or their cheque if you paid
cash) will be returned to you.
Bearing in mind we are in an environment where Government
rules, laws, advice, directives and guidelines change frequently,
the current hope is to accommodate a small invited audience of
40 to attend the filming of each performance. Some of you have
already expressed an interested in attending these and you will
get an invitation shortly. Whilst that, of course, could all change
by the time you read this, if you are interested in being invited to
one of these live performances, please contact the Southwold Arts
Centre – info@southwoldartscentre.co.uk.

Produced by Matthew Townshend Productions, whose Southwold
season in 2019 was widely acclaimed, Theatre on the (Virtual) Coast
will present four shows which will be Internet-streamed on
successive Saturdays starting on August 22nd together with two
extra shows on two of the Fridays. All shows will start at 7:30pm
with Saturday broadcasts lasting 90 minutes and Friday broadcasts
slightly shorter.
Each of the six shows will remain available to download for 7 days
after its première streaming.
The cost of subscribing to the whole season is £44.
If you are Internet-based, the best way to buy your subscription
for the whole season is to visit:
www.totc.co.uk and follow the link to Booking.
If you prefer to speak to a human being, then please ring the
Southwold Arts Centre Box Office as usual on 01502 722572 or
call Matthew Townshend Productions direct on 01394 385022.
At the time of writing, we are not aware of any ability to subscribe
to less than the entire season. Once you have subscribed, you will
then be sent a link which will allow you to watch each show either

Once again, the MTP season in Southwold is generously sponsored
by Suffolk Secrets.
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As plans for a return of live theatre in Aldeburgh’s
Jubilee Hall are thrown awry by the latest
Government directives, ACT’s Artistic Director,
Richard Blaine, counters with news of their exciting
plans once the pandemic air clears
Artistic
Director
Owen
Calvert Lyons, who directed
last year’s
for
us with such style and
precision,
recently
commented, “you don’t just watch theatre, you feel it”. Until we can sit
safely next to each other, and feel each other’s laughter and tears
again, theatre will suffer. But we aim to go on feeding that fire that
never quite goes out.

Distanced greetings, Friends!
As we are all aware, following a series of Roadmaps, Phases, and
Stages, a statement was finally made by Boris Johnson that indoor
performances could recommence from the 1st August, with social
distancing, limited audience numbers, and mitigation in place.
But this plan was swiftly cancelled, and, at time of writing, we await
the next announcement, still over a week away at the earliest.
So, what are our latest thoughts? Normally of course one is so
wary of publishing anything that isn’t set in stone, but now we must
simply be more sanguine about the fact that any plans might become
love-letters in the sand, facing the Covid tide.

While a student actor, I had the privilege to meet and talk with
Peter Brook, and ask him about his seminal work,
.
A remark he made, not in the book, but one I have never forgotten,
was: “Theatre is only Theatre when the audience is in the room”

However, it’s not all bad news. Now that we are established as
the Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall’s (AJH) resident company, ready to provide
theatre for all seasons, we can plan more broadly, and for the longer
term. We’ll be touring, undertaking educational projects, and running
a New Writing competition, ACT 1. We’ll be looking for gripping first
acts that make us want to see the second …

As well as our audiences, supporters, and FESPA members, we
send our very best wishes for safety and success to all our friends and
colleagues here in Suffolk and beyond, straining every nerve to bring
real live theatre back, when we can all be in that room together again.

Covid-willing, this year we’re also looking forward to producing a
festive and joyous Christmas show at the AJH, with reduced distancing,
if directives allow. But first, the Summer and Autumn. So, here we go!

Covid Creativity

As soon as restrictions are lifted, we will press ahead with a late
Summer / early-Autumn season:
For those unable to join us, content will be streamed – it’s the new
normal – but for us it’s just an add-on. We’ve thought hard about this,
but the fact is that we’ve all got used to seeing so many amazing
performances of fabulous shows at the RSC, NT Live At Home, the MET,
with packed houses. Without those crowds to convey the sense of a
genuine theatre experience, we’d rather share.

Local performer. radio and television presenter and author, Janet
Gershlick, was a casualty of lockdown earlier this year when her
two scheduled solo performances – at the Southwold Arts Centre
and The Box – were, as with so many other events, cancelled.
Undaunted. Janet, who has lived in Southwold for 20 years, has
now produced both texts as e-books which you can download and
enjoy. For more details of the e-books, visit www.janettalks.com

After full feasibility studies and extensive risk assessments at the
AJH, we’re ready to bring you the return of real live theatre, with a real
live audience, transforming the venue into a vibrant, but Covid-safe,
studio space. Our capacity with social distancing is likely to be 60 at
most, playing once nightly. We will work with smaller, locally domiciled
casts, with production / direction by the company’s principals. In all
candour, some losses overall will be unavoidable, but, with careful
planning and mitigated by our loyal sponsors, supporters, and our new
subscription scheme, we can make it happen.

Southwold - a place to love has just over
200 pages packed with stories, photos and
histories behind the names of some of the
beach huts of Southwold, the inscriptions
on some of the towns many benches and
the small brass plaques on the pier. These
stories will tell you about the people who
have loved Southwold - and want to leave
a memory and a footprint. With the
subtitle of Love Laughter Love Lost Memories,
the stories will inform and delight.

Our season will provide the utmost variety of entertainment for
our theatre-starved audiences. We’ll present favourite, Summer
Theatre genres, including a Hitchcockian mystery from Alan Ayckbourn,
a brilliantly succinct farce from Michael Frayn, and a fiendishly plotted
mini comedy-whodunnit from company supporter Simon Brett.

When The Sky Falls In was written when
Janet lost both her beloved mum and
stepfather within three months of each
other and her life fell apart.
She wrote notes each day on how life
continued to be both the same and had
changed forever - and observed how
people reacted to her grief. These notes
were developed into a performance piece
Janet has presented both here and abroad
- including the Edinburgh Fringe Festival
and then expanded further to become this e-book.
Passionate and poignant with a little humour in the mix, it is a
powerful and honest look at the journey – and how to survive
the devastation of grief. Ultimately it is also a wider story about
how we try to negotiate that journey of the loss of people we love
and value - parents, relationships, friends and relatives.

We will also, with a fair wind, squeeze in some new writing, building
on our innovative
evening last year which featured
for the first time in Summer Theatre, with Invisible Irene and Bus Stop
proving great successes.
To help us accomplish all this we continue to have the support
and expertise of all the key figures from Summer Theatres past, and
the wealth of the infrastructure built up through the decades. When,
in 2019, the baton that Jill Freud and Company had carried with such
unparalleled distinction passed from SST to us, with Lady Freud as our
patron, we determined not to let it drop. Tried and trusted relationships
and collaborations mean we can work fast, and we continue to develop
newer and younger talents and spirits.
Although joyous, last year was tough: this year is close to insane.
Our great friend and colleague, new Bury St. Edmunds Theatre Royal

3

Due to the current Covid-19 situation ,
I unfortunately had to leave London in
a hurry back to Suffolk. A few weeks of
my training were missed due to the
sudden changes and my assessments
which were meant to be at the end of
March were suddenly not happening
anymore. These last few months have
been a massive change to my normal
lifestyle at London Studio Centre and
my classes have now been moved to
zoom. Unaware that I was leaving
London for months rather than a few weeks as I had imagined ,
I did not bring home many dance wear or appropriate shoes and
therefore struggled at the start. I have been dancing in my small
bedroom now for around 8 weeks attending my normal everyday
classes but instead on zoom. It has been an experience to say the
least but has made me self aware of my surroundings and
enlightened me to the importance of the dance industry. My
bedroom is carpet flooring so I have had to buy some dance
flooring in order to continue my pointe work after falling over
quite a bit!

Michael Rowan-Robinson, chair
of Sole Bay Arts CIO – the
charity which manages the
Southwold Arts Centre, brings
us up-to-date on what’s been
happening behind closed doors
during lockdown
Following the season of filmed and
streamed theatre performances by
Matthew Townshend Productions
running from August 22nd –
September 12th (see page 2), we hope to reopen the Arts Centre to
the public soon after.
At the moment Government guidelines do not permit us to stage live
theatre or music performances, though we hope to get back to those
as soon as possible, albeit with reduced audiences. But we do plan to
run a socially-distanced, COVID-19-secure, film season this autumn
and we hope you will support it. Keep visiting our new webpage
https://southwoldartscentre.co.uk for details.

In our last half of the summer term , as a college we are turning
our end of year show ( Dance Overture) digital and I am currently
attending rehearsals daily in preparation. It is a completely new
way to work and although it has many challenges it has given me
many positives in working in a new way and working individually
while still as a company.

Some of the measures we will have in place when we reopen are:

f seating rows spaced by 1m;
f two seats empty between each group;

I am aware that I most probably will not be returning to London
before September so I am nervous as to how my final year of
training will unfold after many months training from my
bedroom over zoom lacking in studio time for vital technique
and interaction with my peers.

f a one way route around the foyer and hall;
f socially distanced queuing to enter the hall;
f infrared temperature measurement at the entrance;
f all customers asked to wear face coverings;
f perspex screens to protect staff at the box office, bar and café;
f hand sanitisers available in foyer and

is a locally-based performance group who work
with creatives and playwrights across the region. Their cofounder, Zoë Wells, tells us that the group have been far from
idle during the current live performance embargo period.

f thorough cleaning between performances.
Whilst we have been closed, we have been carrying out urgent
maintenance works on the exterior of the building - you may have
noticed the scaffolding. We have also developed the totally new
webpage mentioned above together with new social media channels.

At the beginning of lockdown, they put out a call for
submissions of 15-minute radio plays from a wide range of
East Anglian writers. From the large response they have
short-listed down to a final selection of 6 plays under the
collective title of Some Noise.
These performances are
being released on a weekly
basis as free downloads on
both Spotify and iTunes. The
release dates are in the panel
to the left.
For further information, visit
www.uproartheatre.co.uk

We are extremely grateful for the donations we have received from
supporters, now totalling almost £4000, and support from the
Common Trust (for the maintenance work) and from Southwold Town
Council (towards the purchase of our projector, raised by Melanie
Tucker when she was Mayor).

A reminder …
… that owing to the constraints and unknowns resulting from the
national strategy to control the Coronavirus pandemic, the
Trustees have reluctantly decided to pause the FESPA Bursaries
scheme for this year and no awards will be made.
It is our intention to resume the scheme in 2021.
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