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24-carat Commitment

Here’s one question not posed by Sidi in this year’s Grand Showbiz Quiz:
What is the connection between Birmingham New Street Station, Christmas, the Birmingham Royal Ballet,
the Danish jewellery designers, Pandora and the FESPA Bursary Scheme ?

You are invited to

Friday 31st March 2017 - 7.00 p.m. prompt start
At the William Godell Pavilion, Southwold Common
For more information, please go to page 3
It’s never too late for a good New Year’s Resolution!
Here’s one to challenge you -

Recruit a new member to
FESPA during 2017

all will be revealed on page 4

You know it makes sense - the more ‘Friends’ that are involved in
the charity, the stronger we become and the more we can do to
support and promote the performing arts in East Suffolk.
If each Friend recruited just one additional member, then our ranks
would swell to well over 1,000 by the end of the year!

Registered Charity No: 1119037

T h e S u m m e r T h e at r e i n t h e ’7 0 s
If you’re one of the Summer Theatre devotees who were in the audience around 40 years ago, one of the actresses you may have
seen then was author and former Anglia TV presenter, CHRISTINE WEBBER.
Christine revisited Southwold just before Christmas to promote her new novel, ‘Who’d Have Thought It?’ - in which one of the
characters is an actor in our Summer Theatre. FESPA News caught up with Christine during her visit and asked her for her
reminiscences of the Theatre in that era.
ome moments
in life stick in
your
mind
forever. One such
potent memory of mine
happened
in
the
summer of 1974. I
turned my battered old
Austin off the A 12 onto
the A1095, and the air
changed completely. It
smelt different, and
suddenly I felt both
soothed
and
invigorated. This sense
of
well-being
intensified as I drove on
to Southwold, for my
first-ever visit, and I
knew that I was going
to love it. And I did.

S

Christine Webber’s publicity photo
from the ‘70s

Not long afterwards, I had a major career change and became a
television presenter at Anglia Television. So the Southwold rep was
both my baptism in straight theatre and my swansong too.
Nor surprisingly then, I remember that time with special fondness,
and so – all these decades later
– when I was writing my new
novel, Who’d Have Thought It?
I decided to set some chapters
in Southwold.
My main character Annie, a GP
aged 55 and newly divorced,
comes to stay with her sister-inlaw, who is appearing in the
Summer Theatre. This leads to
Annie having a liaison with a
young actor, which cheers her up
immeasurably.
Although I was writing about the
present, I found that my head
was full of nostalgia for the past
and for
my time
at
the
theatre
in
the
’70s.

I was in the town because I was going to appear at the Southwold
Summer Theatre.
Frankly, I wasn’t much of an actress, but I was surrounded by real
talent. My then husband, Hugo Myatt, was an accomplished actor,
and there were many young thespians in the company, treading
the boards professionally for the first time, who were wonderful.

Christine reunited with
St. Edmund’s Hall iast
December
Back then, the summer
season was run by Joan
Shore
and
her
husband Sam Hoar,
who was an eminent
Cambridge don, and a
great character.
He had his eye on the company finances at all times
and was particularly keen that the audience should
splash out on refreshments at the interval. As he
never tired of saying: ‘The sales of the ice cream pay
for an actor!’

The Southwold Summer Theatre programme for Agatha Christie’s ‘The Hollow’ in
August 1974 – featuring not only Christine but also Lindsay Duncan

Of course St Edmund’s – which was more of a
community hall than a proper theatre in those days
- had its limitations. One was that the stage was so
small that when there was a large set, the actors
could only enter from the side opposite the dressing
rooms by first going outside and running round
through the graveyard.

One stormy night, I was doing just that when my
long chiffon skirt became entangled in a rose bush,
which got uprooted so that I had to drag it on to the stage with me.
This caused much merriment among my fellow thespians as they
knew I was going to have to sit down on it for most of the scene. It
took hours after the show to remove all those thorns. Happy days!

These included Daniel and Sebastian Abineri, Daniel Gerroll, who
was soon to appear in Chariots of Fire, and - most notably of all Lindsay Duncan, who is now a CBE and the recipient of two Olivier
Awards and a Tony.
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If Christmas is now a distant memory and the anticipation of the
New Year has all but waned, that means it must be time for us all
to be thinking about this year’s

Annual General
Meeting

Do you know
someone who
would be interested
in joining a new Youth
Theatre ?

The 2017 AGM takes place on
starting
prompt. Once again the venue is the
on
Southwold Common.
Don’t forget - this is YOUR meeting — a wonderful opportunity to catch
up on all aspects of FESPA’s activities over the past 12 months and
our aspirations for the next 12. If you’re reading the printed version
of this edition, you should find a copy of the Agenda and the Minutes
of last year’s AGM enclosed; if you’re reading from e-mail, then these
documents will be in a separate attachment. Please think of trees
and bring these along to the meeting so we don’t have to print out
extra copies.
The ‘business’ part doesn’t take too long but, in addition to Mark
Sterling, the Summer Theatre’s Director of Productions, whetting our
appetites with news of the coming season’s productions and
announcing the 2017 acting company, there also will be the matter
of elections of Trustees and Officers.
This year, there is a vacancy for one Trustee; so far, there is one
nominee:
– proposed by Sidi Scott
The vacancies for Officers are for Chairman, Treasurer and ViceChairman; so far, the nominations are:
Chairman
–
– proposed by Mary Rowan-Robinson
Treasurer
–
– proposed by Sidi Scott
– proposed by Viv Tolfree
Vice-Chairman –
All fully paid-up members are, of course, welcome to propose any
additional nominations for any or all of these vacancies. Nominations
should be sent in writing to the Hon. Secretary:
.
The closing deadline for all nominations is midnight on
.
Then after a break for a glass of much-needed refreshment, it will be
time to enjoy listening to this year’s guest speaker; at the time of
going to press, they have yet to be announced so this remains a
surprise.
Once again, the AGM is an excellent opportunity to start gathering
goodies for this summer’s Theatre Fête. Please consider donating
bottles for the Bottle Stall and prizes for the Tombola and bring along
what you can on the evening: Thank you.

The Marina Theatre Trust, which was formed
in 2011 to ensure the future of Lowestoft’s
Marina Theatre, has announced an exciting
new initiative. It has created a new Youth Theatre
Group which will cover everything from classical to musical
productions.
The Trust is encouraging young people with a passion for (or
even just a passing interest in) theatre to attend sessions every
Saturday morning during normal academic term time. There are
two age groups, 9-12 years from 9.30am until 10.45am and 13-16
years from 11am until 12.30pm. The Youth Theatre will cover a
variety of performance styles and genres, from musical theatre
to improvisation via Shakespeare and creative writing, as well as
technical theatre skills. It will culminate in a summer production
on our very own Marina Theatre stage.
Will Isgrove, Head of Young People and Outreach at the Trust,
said: “The sessions will be held at the Marina Theatre and our
expert tutors can’t wait to get started by telling fantastic stories
in unique and creative ways. We’re hoping that much of the work
we do will be guided by the group and we’re really excited to
see where we can go.”
For more information and to register your interest in the Youth
Theatre please complete an application form which you can
download by visiting:
http://www.marinatheatre.co.uk/youth-theatre/
and return it to Will at willisgrove@marinatheatre.co.uk.

Who’s Who

Throughout the rest of the year Miri keeps herself busy as the Head
of Costume and Designer for White Horse Theatre in Germany,
Costume Supervisor for Enchanted Entertainment, a panto
company and also has a home studio.
Miri has been with White Horse Theatre, which is an English
language Children’s 'Theatre in Education' company, since
graduating from the design course at Central School of Speech
and Drama in 2007. She is in Germany for 5 weeks in the Autumn
and 5 weeks in the New Year every year producing 9 shows in each
rehearsal period. At the end of the 5 weeks, the actors take the
shows on the road to schools in Europe, China and Japan.
Enchanted Entertainment produce a handful of pantomimes
across the country at Christmas and tour two pantos at Easter.
Miri is the costume supervisor for the one at the Sands Centre in
Carlisle and the one at Ipswich Regent every Christmas (which
means a lot of driving!) and the Easter tour.
Having a home studio means that, whenever she is in Reydon, Miri
can offer dressmaking & home furnishing, clothes alterations and
sewing tutorials (either there or in the client’s home) in between
theatre work.

Putting faces to names
… and vice versa

Miri
Birch
Miri has been the Costume
Designer
and
Costume
Supervisor for Suffolk Summer
Theatres since 2010, when it
was then the Jill Freud
Company. At the time she lived
in Bristol and made the annual
pilgrimage to Southwold, for
three months every summer,
until 2015 when she made the
permanent move to Reydon.

“Life is a theatre set in which there are but few practicable entrances.”
Les Misérables
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FESPA Members get an early peek at the 2017 programme

this coming season

What delights await us in the

C OMMUNICATING D OORS

by Alan Ayckbourn

When Phoebe is summoned to the hotel suite of master criminal Reece, she has little idea of the
hot water she is getting into. A pawn in the struggle for power between Reece and his chief
lieutenant Julian, Phoebe can only escape them by using the communicating door to the adjacent
suite. But she travels a whole lot further than she can possibly imagine. After meeting Reece’s
second wife, Ruella, she embarks on a race against time to prevent Julian from killing Ruella.
Again…
SOUTHWOLD
Wednesday 5th July Saturday 15th July

ALDEBURGH

One of the most intriguing of
Ayckbourn’s comic masterpieces

Thursday 20th July Saturday 29th July

MURDER WEAPON

by Brian Clemens

Chief Constable Jessica Bligh returns to the home of her best friend, Diane, after a night out to
find herself the key eye-witness of a murder. According to the cynical Inspector Fremont, the
case is cut and dried but Jessica is not so sure.Yes, the prime suspect was standing over the body
of Diane’s husband with the proverbial smoking gun in his hand, but it doesn’t feel right. Less of
a whodunit than a how and why, Fremont’s case rapidly unravels until no one is sure who the
murderer is, nor what exactly is the identity of the murder weapon itself.
SOUTHWOLD
Monday 17th July Saturday 29th July

T OM , D ICK

AND

ALDEBURGH

Murder and mystery from the creator
of ‘The Avengers’

H ARRY

Tuesday 1st August Saturday 5th August

by Ray & Michael Cooney

Tom and his wife, Linda, are hoping to adopt a baby so everything must be perfect for the visit
later that day of the lady from the adoption agency. Enter Tom’s brothers – Dick and Harry –
who have come to ‘help’. Their hearts are in the right place but their brains definitely aren’t!
Before long, the house is awash with contraband cigarettes, suspicious-looking packages, an
inquisitive police officer, and two stowaway refugees. And the lady from the adoption agency is
due at any moment…
SOUTHWOLD
Monday 31st July Saturday 12th August

ALDEBURGH

Highly inventive, irresistible and
hilarious comedy from the ‘family firm’

Monday 14th August Saturday 19th August

THE PRISONER OF ZENDA

by Mark Sterling

Rudolph Elphberg, is about to be crowned King of Ruritania. On the eve of his coronation,
Rudolph disappears leaving the throne clear for his scheming half-brother, Michael.The King’s
supporters are in despair until they stumble across Englishman Rudolph Rassendyll, who looks
uncannily like him… Soon, Rassendyll is involved in high adventure. His quest: to save the
kingdom, outwit Michael and rescue the Prisoner of Zenda!
ALDEBURGH
Monday 7th August Saturday 12th August

A swashbuckling tale of duty, deceit
and derring-do based on the famous
novel by Anthony Hope
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SOUTHWOLD
Tuesday 15th August Saturday 26th August

T HE M AN U PSTAIRS

by Patrick Hamilton

George Longford just wants a quiet life. He likes nothing better than an evening at home
with his books, communicating by virtue of cutting-edge 1950’s technology with his friend in
the flat upstairs. One evening, he is visited by Cyrus Armstrong whose urbane manner barely
conceals a powerful menace. Accusing George of harming his sister, Cyrus threatens extreme
physical pain. It is only the arrival of Cyrus’ mother which saves George. She cannot be more
apologetic but the only way to be really safe is to get Cyrus far, far away…
ALDEBURGH
22nd

Tuesday
August Saturday 26th August

SOUTHWOLD

Chilling psychological drama from
the author of ‘Gaslight’

Monday 28th August Saturday 9th September

o … It’s time to start planning your summer theatregoing and booking your seats. Once again the Theatres
are offering FESPA members a £1 concession per paidup subscription for all seats, together with early-bird booking
priority until March 1st.

S

These concessionary discounts must be requested at the time
of booking and cannot be applied retrospectively. In order to
qualify, your FESPA Subscription must be up-to-date at the
time of booking. As subscription renewal forms will only be
received with this issue during February, during the early-bird
period up to the 1st March, you will be considered to be treated
as a qualifying Friend so long as you have paid your
subscription for 2016.

•

Quote 'FESPA concession' at the time of booking - you
cannot request the concession once the booking is made.

•

Please make all cheques payable to 'Suffolk Summer
Theatres'

•

POSTAL, EMAIL & TELEPHONE booking is now open. All
ticket applications will be dealt with in the order they are
received. Please ensure that you provide a contact
telephone number / self-stamped addressed envelope and
mark your envelope either 'SOUTHWOLD' or 'ALDEBURGH'.

For more information:

NB the discount applies on a per membership basis; if you
have paid for one membership (£12.50) you are entitled to
ONE concessionary ticket; if you have paid for two
memberships (£25.00), then you are entitled to TWO
concessionary tickets. There is a maximum discount of £2.00
per booking and this offer is not applicable to group bookings.

Box Office:

01502 722572

e-mail:

bookings@southwoldtheatre.org

Website:

www.southwoldtheatre.org

Postal address:

St. Edmund’s Hall,
Cumberland Road,
Southwold.
Suffolk.

Early-bird bookings for BOTH venues will be handled by the
Southwold box office team based at St Edmund's Hall.

IP18 6JP

As last year, the system for booking is as follows:

Twitter:

@SuffolkTheatre

•

Facebook:

Southwold & Aldeburgh Summer Theatre

FESPA members have priority booking until 1st March.

To help you choose your seats, here’s a reminder of the seating layouts at both theatres

“I like the ephemeral thing about theatre, every performance is like a ghost - it's there and then it's gone.”
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For those of you still pondering our photo teaser from
the front page, Bursary-winner Elizabeth Donson
explains all …
I have just finished my first term of graduate year and I have had
a very busy time! We have around 37 hours of dance per week, so
it has been a lot of hard work.
I was fortunate enough to have been selected for two exciting
events this year - firstly I was chosen as a finalist for the annual
solo competition after my performance of the female solo from the
Talisman Pas de Deux, and I was also selected as a dancer for
Pandora's Christmas advert! Myself, some fellow students and
principals of the Birmingham Royal Ballet had a fun and rather
glitzy day filming. You can see the results in the following link:
https://youtu.be/pA6Q3v_kxXM
Wishing FESPA a very happy new year!

THINK

Rob Houchen returns to his roots
It’s been a full-on 36 months or so for Rob Houchen who many of
you will remember was a FESPA Bursary winner in 2011. In addition
to completing a 32-month stint in the West End production of Les
Miserables, Rob has also appeared in Titanic at the Charing Cross
Theatre, continued writing songs and released a 5-song EP.
But in January, he came
‘home’ for a one-night
programme of songs at
the Seagull Theatre in
Lowestoft.

What is the INK festival?
INK is East Anglia’s premier short new drama and film festival. Now in
its third year INK champions the best new scripts from East Anglian
writers for a jam-packed weekend of over 25 new short stage
productions, radio plays and films performed in a variety of spaces all
over the renovated warehouse which is now The Cut Theatre, situated
in the centre of Halesworth.
As well as the scripts being written by writers with a local connection,
INK also draws on professional directors, actors and technicians from
across the region. The intention of INK is to become a springboard for
East Anglian talent and works have already transferred to London,
Latitude, Norwich and Cambridge. The festival also includes workshops,
talks and a children’s programme.
This feast of drama and film will have something for everyone.

Karen Read, manager
of the Seagull and
personal friend of Rob,
explains: “Rob and I had
often talked about him
coming and doing an
evening here ever since
I took over as manager
in the beginning of
2015 but it was always about timing and making it fit in with Rob
and all of his other commitments.”

Where?
The New Cut Theatre, Halesworth. (1 minute from the railway station.)
When?
Saturday April 22nd & Sunday April 23rd 2017

Rob himself adds: “Visiting home to do this gig reminds me of the
help I have had from the local community. I always look back and
feel grateful for the support that FESPA gave to me and my GSA
training, that led to where I am today.”

Tickets
0300 3033211
Day Ticket: £16 (11am-9pm)
Half Day Ticket: £10.00 (11am-4pm or 4pm-9pm)
Festival 2 day Ticket: £20.00
Concessions: Under 25 Half Price/ Under 12 Free

Don’t Forget …
You can easily help donate additional funds to the FESPA coffers
without even lifting a finger or denting your wallet. Simply join

For more details visit: www.inkfestival.org
All enquiries to: Julia Sowerbutts on julia@inkfestival.org

The next issue of FESPA News will be distributed
in the middle of May.
Do share your news, thoughts and views about FESPA, this
newsletter or anything else.
Contributions please by

and register an account. FESPA will then automatically receive
additional funds whenever you shop online with nearly 3,000 top
retailers including Amazon, John Lewis, Tesco and Aviva.
Go to
today and follow
the simple online instructions.

e-mail

“When I come into the theatre I get a sense of security. I love an audience. I love people, and I act because I like trying
to give pleasure to people.”
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at the Fete on 23rd July. Speaking of which,
we have decided to make a few changes to
the Fete this year; we trust that you will enjoy
the more social afternoon and help us make it
a record breaking year!

Dear Friends,

Our Friends’ Evening when we meet the
cast and directors will be held as usual in
the delightful Southwold garden of Bettina Daniels on Friday
30th June (and if wet in the Catholic Hall). We are so grateful for
Bettina‘s generous help as without her support we would have to
picnic on the common!

At last some sun and warmth. Can it be the start of Spring and
confirmed by my writing to you at this time of year? Now,
hopefully, we can turn our minds to theatregoing again and our
social events through the year and having seen the programme I
am hopeful that it offers something for everyone!
Now to the other events during the year. The Quiz has been
packed away for now but made an excellent start to the year,
seeing Friends and sharing in a great evening. The AGM date is
March 31st and I do hope to see many of you there at the Sports
Pavilion. The speaker will be announced later as I am awaiting
confirmation but do remember to bring any bottles for the Bottle
Stall and any Tombola gifts as this is so helpful to the stall holders

So finally may I wish you all a happy Summer Season – and
Curtain up!

Sidi Scott, Chairman, FESPA

on a ramble
through
the
history of ballet
on Monday 26th
June
with
anecdotes from
her career.
will
play all 17 parts in
his play “Into the

The fourth Southwold Arts Festival is the best yet!

Pam Ayers
© Trevor Leighton

Mark Carey aka George Crocker

This year’s eight-day
Breach” on Friday afternoon. Theatre critic for
Festival offers you a
over 40 years,
, will talk
choice of almost 30
about some of the great productions he has seen
events. Enjoy the free
and some of those that were not so great!
street
party
on
For those of you who enjoy classical music we
Saturday 24th June
have a string quartet on Sunday afternoon and
with the theme Take
the Young Musician’s Showcase at lunchtimes
Flight. Then see the
during the week. Recitals range from wind
sell-out West End
instruments (tuba, oboe and flute) to a violinist
show ‘
and a baritone, rounded off by a clarinet and
’.
piano duo on Saturday afternoon.
will be
Lucy Worsley
For folk fans we have
,
making
her
© Silver River
supported
humorous comments
by
on daily life,
; for jazz
will be revealing the
aficionados we have the
domestic life of Jane Austen and
and,
the life of a
for those of you who
gardener and broadcaster.
enjoyed the 60’s and 70’s
Talks include the history of
pop scene,
will
Adnams, heroines of war,
be
rocking
at
the
last
Shakespeare’s astronomy, the art
evening
of
the
Festival.
of enamelling, a retrospective on
Tickets will be on sale from
1st March or from 13th
February for the Friends of
the Festival.

, links between
and
,
’s hilarious take on
spoken English and the launch of
Costa Award biographer
’s first novel. Our
own
will be taking us

O’Hooley & Tidow

Further details may be found on the Festival website
southwoldartsfestival.co.uk

“The theatre is one of those muscles - if you don't exercise it, it becomes a strange and truly fearful place.”
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Friends’ 2017 DIARY ESSENTIALS
As we speak
Wednesday
1st March
Friday
31st March
Sat-Sunday
22nd-23rd April
Friday
9th June
Saturday
24th June
Sunday
25th June
Friday
30th June
Saturday
1 st July
Wednesday
5th July
Thursday
20th July
Sunday
23rd July
Saturday
26th August
Saturday
9th September

Your 2017 Subscription …

FESPA Members’ earlybird postal booking for
Southwold and Aldeburgh seasons – see p. 5
Nominations close for election of Trustee and
Officers at the FESPA AGM. See p. 3

… is now due and a renewal form should be enclosed with the printed
edition of this issue. Your subscription is vital if FESPA is to continue
all the positive initiatives in supporting both the Summer Theatres
and the performing arts locally. So please attend to renewing it
soonest whilst it is fresh in your mind.
There are a number of ways you can help to enable FESPA to use its
funds more effectively.
● Renew promptly – it costs money to print and send out reminders
● If you are a UK taxpayer, ensure you elect for Gift Aid by
completing the appropriate section on the form. Since
becoming a charity, the Friends have received additionally from
HMRC over £15,000 – monies that are put to good use to
further the aims of FESPA.
● Please consider making an additional charitable donation over
and above the nominal renewal rate.
● Join EasyFundraising. So far the 18 Friends who actively use
this scheme have increased FESPA funds by well over £300.
Imagine how much we could generate if the majority of our
membership participated!
Thank you.

FESPA AGM - Godell Pavilion, Southwold Common
7.00 p.m. prompt!
INK Festival
The New Cut Theatre, Halesworth
Aldeburgh Festival opens
Southwold Arts Festival opens
Aldeburgh Festival closes
Friends’ pre-Season Evening
at ‘Woodleys’ on Southwold Common
Southwold Arts Festival closes
Southwold Theatre Season opens with
Communicating Doors
Aldeburgh Theatre Season opens with
Communicating Doors
FESPA Theatre Fête
Godell Pavilion, Southwold Common
Last night in Aldeburgh - The Man Upstairs

For the avoidance of doubt …
In the last issue of FESPA News we mentioned, correctly, that
the Theatre Company had received a £5,000 donation at our
2016 AGM.
What we omitted to make explicit is that this donation was in
addition to a previous amount earlier in the year and brought
the total subsidy for 2016 to £10,000 as in recent years.

Last night in Southwold – The Man Upstairs

There’s No Business like quiz business
Over 50 Fespians and friends gathered on a cold January evening
for our 3rd annual Grand Showbiz Quiz.
Once again our own Sidi was
quizmistress general. Jane Ackroyd
and her wonderful catering team
provided a splendid 3 course supper

Showbiz Stars (clockwise from left) :
Mike & Kate Stephenson, Lorna Baker, Jane &
Dexter Kirk
Thanks to all who participated and
helped make it a happy and
enjoyable evening

Jane Ackroyd and the catering team

Overall, the
Quiz and
Raffle boosted
FESPA funds
by £500

Edited by Warwick Cross - 07776 221965 - warwick@fespa.co.uk

Printed by Leiston Press - 01728 833003
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