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Tony pedals into town.
Summer must be here!

T

he first sighting of the Summer Theatre’s
Joint Artistic Director, Anthony
Falkingham, pedalling majestically down
Southwold High Street is a heart-gladdening
one, rivalling that of the first swallow, for it
betokens another season of unadulterated
joys ahead.
On page 4, Tony introduces Friends to the
2009 Company which, as usual, includes
some reassuringly familiar favourites as well
as a healthy infusion of fresh blood.
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FRIENDS PAY FOND TRIBUTE TO TWO
LONG-STANDING SUPPORTERS

I

n a sombre moment at this April’s AGM, Friends
observed a minute’s silence as a mark of respect
and gratitude for the lives of Trustee Terry Collins and
of Sir Clement Freud whose funeral had been that day.
Terry was one of FESPA’s founding fathers and a
fervent proponent of, and driving force behind the
Friends’ successful evolution into a Registered Charity.
Sir Clement described himself in this paper last year
as “the husband of Jill Freud and Co.” gently moaning
that “from morning to night, and especially at
mealtimes, I answer the phone, take messages, open
the door, tell passing actors they will almost certainly
hear from us, read scripts [and] make suggestions to
which no-one has yet responded…”
However long-suffering he liked to portray himself,
Clement was, in fact, a hugely generous and practical
supporter of the Summer Theatre - literally from its
beginning in 1984 when he personally negotiated the
purchase of a second-hand raked seating system for St
Edmund’s Hall. That year, in the first of his now
legendary first-night speeches, he announced: “I have
lost a wife this summer but Southwold has gained a
theatre. It is a sacrifice which I make with the greatest
pride.”
For a report on the AGM including a transcript of
Sidi’s Chairman’s Report in which she pays tribute to
Terry and Clement, please turn to page 2.
Registered Charity No: 1119037
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Chairman’s Report by Sidi Scott

draws near. I trust that you will support it in whatever way you can,
not least by coming to it in great numbers.
The Friends’ evening at Walberswick on 26th June is our first
ell, here we are on the other side of 25 years of the
event and, again, I would love to see you there in force - together
Theatre in Southwold and already things have changed
with your delicious food, of course! This somehow always manages
for us Friends.
to be a very special evening emotionally.
But, of course, it is also a most important occasion from a practical
Firstly I want to pay my personal respect to both gentlemen who
point of view... Because this is our principal
have left the stage this year.
opportunity to arm ourselves with a supply of
Terry Collins was a founder-Trustee of FESPA “My respect to two
programme cards to distribute in our own
and was totally dedicated to helping us to become
gentlemen
who
neighbourhoods. In this year of financial stress
a success as a charity. Without his guidance we
especially, we must keep in mind that a seat left
would not have been able to wade through the have left the stage
unsold represents a palpable loss to the Company
ocean of work that had to be done and I personally
this year”
and a failure for the Friends. let's work for 100%
will miss his support as well as the humour with
seat sales in 2009!
which he would always manage to bring us down to earth at our
Have a great Summer and I'll see you all at the Theatres!
meetings.
We miss you, Terry, and send our continued love and friendship to
your widow, Bobby.
And now to our most recent loss, Clement Freud. What can I say
to add anything to the obituaries which you will have seen in the
press but to say that his support to Jill and the Company throughout
the last 26 years was constant and palpable? His backing enabled
them to move confidently ahead and his loss will be felt by all who
are connected with the company. Many people have been unaware
of the amount of work Clement did in the background and of his
generosity, in so many ways , behind the scenes.
His appearance at the theatre or Sutherland House always sent a
frisson of excitement through the audience - and, may I say - fear
through the performers? A word of approval from Clement was an
accolade indeed.
The opening night of the season will never be the same without
Clement’s outrageous jokes.
We'll miss you, Clement, and send our love and condolences to Jill
and her family, assuring her of our undying support.
Now we must look forward to the future and to putting our support
Clement Freud makes his traditional opening-night address at the end
for Jill into practice.
of ‘Salad Days’ in Aldeburgh, last year. Photo courtesy of Jim Laws.
Firstly I would urge you all to get behind the Theatre Fete which

W

Jill submitted her piece to us in April, before Clement
died.

Post-script

Y

our editor’s heart sinks whenever
attention is drawn to an error in
this paper. When in November we
inadvertently illustrated our Hannah
Harvey profile with a picture of Zoë
Ferguson we hastened to scramble out
of our embarrassment by publishing
in February what we confidently
believed to be a picture of the real
Hannah alongside a grovelling apology
to all involved.
So imagine our compounded
mortification when we received an email
forwarded from the Theatre Office signed by one Sylvia Connick.
Headed “To the Editor, FESPA”, it read:

Jill writes…
Being tucked away on the Suffolk coast has meant that for 25
years our Summer Seasons have been known only to the
discerning theatre-goers who have sought us out in this
wonderful part of the world. That is beginning to change.
One of the treats of last year’s anniversary season was the
invitation from Jamie Barber, Artistic Director of the Yvonne
Arnaud in Guildford, to take our production of The Lady
Vanishes to his prestigious theatre. An extra carriage had to
be built so that the train could fill the much wider stage and,
that done, we enjoyed a very happy week there.
I am happy to say that we have been asked back with a
new play, the excellent ‘Crooked Wood,’ which will play in
Aldeburgh and Southwold before journeying south in early
September. I am sure those of you who have friends in those
parts will spread the word and ensure good houses for a very
captivating play.
Also with your help, the forecast for our 26th Season will be
full houses for five lovely plays, six fun Children’s Shows,
seven lunchtime treats at Sutherland House, the ever popular
Poetry, Music and Wine evening, lively Variety with Hiss and
Boo and, not to be missed, the lovely Hannah Gordon.
We have put together a remarkable package and, as
always, you will make it a success.
Thank you.

“On Page 4 of your February issue under the heading of ‘An
unfortunate case of mistaken identity’ you publish a picture
of me, explaining that it is Zoe Ferguson whom you
erroneously called Hannah Harvey.
My mum is very upset.”
Needless to say, flushed with confusion, we wasted no time in
putting in a call to Jill who was quickly able to soothe us...
“Really, don’t worry about it. It’s what Clay does, you know.”
The Times obituary writer described Clement as deriving “an
impish pleasure from confusing people with his sharp intellect.”
His effectiveness in this clearly remained undiminished to the last!

Jill Freud
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FESPA HAS “NO PLANS TO CUT
DOWN ON ANYTHING”

D

I

f so, you may share the sentiment of one Friend at the AGM who
felt that we could save some money by encouraging readers of
FESPA NEWS to opt to receive it electronically instead of by post.
We did float this idea two years ago but the uptake was so low that
we did not pursue it. Since then, however, we have launched our
own website www.fespa.co.uk on which all the recent issues of
FESPA NEWS are published in PDF form for all to see. The issue
you are now reading, for example, went on line a few days before
you received the printed version.
As an interim measure, may I suggest that any Friends who would
like to give the e-option a whirl should simply email me at
barrytolfree@tiscali.co.uk . I will then be very happy to notify you
by email whenever I upload a new issue, giving you a clickable link
direct to the relevant web page.
Try it out for a bit and, if at any time you feel you would be happy
to ‘go paperless’, let us know and we will stop sending you your
printed edition.
Incidentally, if you are concerned about the cost of sending out
this newsletter, we should reassure you that all the labour involved
in stuffing and addressing envelopes is done by volunteer Friends.
Also, approximately 30% of copies are hand-delivered by Friends. If
yours arrives with a stamp, it is because we do not have a volunteer
to deliver in your area. Perhaps you could be that volunteer!

espite the recession, this was the upbeat message from the
chair at this year’s packed AGM at Walberswick.

In demonstration, FESPA President, Margaret Chadd, presented
three cheques in support of the Summer Theatres, totalling £5000,
including £2000 specifically to subsidise the Lunchtime Theatre at
Sutherland House, £1000 towards student subsistence and £2000 for
sponsorship of the Children’s Theatre. As they did last year, the
Trustees are planning to award a number of FESPA student bursaries
whose details will be announced in the Autumn.
FUNDS INCREASE
Hon. Treasurer, Peter Gibbs, reported that, thanks largely to the
increase in subscription charges and the fact that income from Gift
Aid represented two years’ receipts, funds have increased by some
£7000 in 2008 with the end of year bank balances totalling £30,000.
New events are being added to the annual Friends’ repertoire. The
recent ‘Sixties Evening’ (Report page 5) had been a great social
success as well as a financial one, contributing some £900 to FESPA
funds. The Summer Fete and Grand Draw remain the big money
earners, netting a record sum of over £4000 last year.
In an unscheduled item, Membership Secretary, Jenny Bird,
presented the Trustees with a surprise cheque for £500 as a donation
from her employer, HSBC. The bank is keen to encourage
employees who involve themselves in voluntary charitable
endeavours. The generous donation was received with gratitude.
Three new Trustees were elected: David Bunkell, Ken Hanham
and Barry Tolfree.

THERE’S ANOTHER WAY YOU COULD HELP!
We sometimes need to produce A4 posters to put up in shops and
notice boards around the place, for instance to advertise the Summer
Fete, special events like the Sixties Evening and other fund-raising
dos. It would be great if we could have the email addresses of
Friends who would be prepared to receive, print off and distribute a
few posters in their localities - particularly in the more rural East
Suffolk villages. If you can help, please let me know.
Barry Tolfree

GUEST SPEAKER, JULIAN BIRD
The high-spot of the evening was provided by guest speaker, Julian
Bird, Chief Operating Officer of the Tate Galleries and advisor to
both the Summer Theatres and the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre in
Guildford. He had come directly from attending Clement Freud’s
funeral and bore Jill’s good wishes and her thanks for the 300 letters
and cards of sympathy she had received. It had, he said, been a far
from sombre event - there had even been a jazz band - but a VIP
occasion it certainly was, with the PM himself reading the first
lesson. The Summer Theatre was mentioned several times in the
addresses and Matthew Freud had publicly declared it “The finest
Summer Theatre in the whole country.”
Julian went on to give a hugely entertaining and self-deprecating
account of his extraordinary life and career, from the magic of his
earliest theatre memory of Cilla Black as Aladdin singing the
‘detestable’ I can sing a Rainbow at Wimbledon Theatre, to more
recent and more practical concerns like how to ensure pickled sharks
stay fresh.
An academic economist who had catapulted himself into the arts both fine and performing - seemingly through sheer enthusiasm,
Julian Bird comes across as the possessor of a unique collection of
hybrid talents bringing business and artistic skills effortlessly
together in one ebullient personality. Our theatre is fortunate to have
him on-side.

P

ARE YOU COMFORTABLE
WITH THE INTERNET?

W

Facts and Figures 2008

e thought readers may be interested in some of the
numbers behind Jill Freud & Company’s 25th season,
quoted by Tony Falkingham at the FESPA AGM.
• A total of 176 performances in 9.5 weeks including:
• 70 performances of the main season in Southwold, 34 in

Aldeburgh
57 performances of Children’s Shows
2 Sunday Evening specials
11 lunchtime performances
2 supper theatre evenings.
25,000 adult and child visitors
90.5% capacity audience in Southwold and a new record, 92.4% in
Aldeburgh.
• 41 performers, 25 back-stagers, 50 local part-timers and volunteers
• Of the £330,000 turnover, approx. £108,000 was spent locally on
accommodation, subsistence, scenic supplies etc.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The company is very nearly self-sufficient with only 6% of its
income provided by subsidy or donation. Ten years ago the figure
was 15.42% .

FRIENDS IN DEED

eter Adshead, Production Co-ordinator of the Summer
Theatres, is looking for help during this year’s season.
He particularly wants to meet Friends who may have the occasional evening or Saturday afternoon free to help the Front
of House team, serving on the bar, coffee bar or raffle? He
says: “Whether it’s a one-off occurrence or a regular slot
throughout the season then I would love to hear from you.
Either email me, enquiries@southwoldtheatre.org – or come
and see me at the Friends' evening at Westons on 26th June
for further info.”

YOUR 2009 GRAND DRAW TICKETS ARE ENCLOSED
With this issue we are enclosing, as usual, two books of draw tickets
for you to sell, purchase, return or simply discard. If you’d like more,
as many did last year, just call Michael Venn on 01502 711707.
Please post cheques, not cash, with your ticket stubs. We’ve had
some wonderful prizes generously donated this year, many more
than those listed on the tickets. We hope that, with your help, the
2009 draw will be at least as big a money-raising triumph as it was
last year. Many thanks to Joy and Michael Venn for all their hard
work in organising and running this event so effectively once more.

3

F A C E S F A M I L I A R . F A C E S F R E S H.
Co-Artistic Director, Anthony Falkingham, unveils the 2009 Company

T

ago and as Gilbert in The Lady Vanishes last year, Paul will
be seen in the Alistair Sym role of Inspector Cockrill.
Michael Shaw, Andrew Bone and newcomer Paul Mooney
make up the male medical staff and Nia Davies and Penelope
Rawlins will be joined by Southwold debutantes; Fiona
Steele and Angela Dixon, as the sisters and nurses.

he season opens with the madcap
comedy LOVE’S A LUXURY,
and, in the pivotal roles of the West
End Theatre Producer and his musical
comedy star, we have Southwold
favourites Clive Flint and Richard
Emerson.
Pl a yi n g Cl i ve’ s sm a r t a n d
fashionable wife is newcomer,
Gemma Churchill. Fritzi Villiers, the
femme fatale, is played by Ann Wenn
who was so effective as the barmaid in the thriller, Murder
Mistaken, last year.

In CROOKED WOOD, Jill Freud plays a lady determined to
defend her house against all comers, with Michael Shaw and
Richard Gibson, as the property developers. Penny Rawlins
is cast as Richard’s wife and Andrew Bone is on the side of
the angels.
Finally the companies come together to present a masterpiece
of suspense writing, GASLIGHT. The roles of Mr. and Mrs.
Manningham will be played by Paul Mooney and Ann
Wenn, with Nia Davies and Rosanna Miles as Elizabeth and
Nancy. Paul Leonard is cast as his second policeman this
year, Ex-Detective Rough.
I hope we have found a company made up of enough familiar
faces but with plenty of new friends to make.
NEW FACES FOR 2009

Penelope Rawlins, left, with Ann Wenn in last year’s Murder Mistaken.
Both are making return visits. (picture: Jim Laws)

On the subject of Murder Mistaken... last season we
auditioned a young actor for the part of the murderer, Edward
Bare. He didn’t get the part but we were determined to see
him again this year. He auditioned and we happily cast Ben
Tillett, as Clive’s son, Dick.
In another felicitous bit of casting, Rosanna Miles takes the
part of Molly, the maid. Rosanna happens to be the flatmate
of Mark Jackson who created quite a stir as Timothy in Salad
Days last year. The two trained together at the Bristol Old Vic
Theatre School. Mark had such a good time here that he
persuaded Rosanna to come and see us. She auditioned and
now finds herself playing three parts in the season.
The cast is completed with regular company member
Jeffrey Perry and you might even catch a glimpse of Lady
Freud in the last act.

Clockwise from top left: Angela Dixon, Ben Tillett, Fiona
Steele, Rosanna Miles, Paul Mooney and Jemma Churchill

FOR YOUR (packed) 2009 DIARY
Friday 26 June - The Gala Friends’ Evening at Westons
Sunday 28 June - The FESPA Theatre Fete at Westons
Thursday 9 July - Main Theatre season opens in Southwold
Friday 17 July - Lunchtime theatre season starts
Monday 20 July - Children’s Theatre season starts, Southwold
Friday 24 July - Main Theatre season opens in Aldeburgh
Sunday 26 July - Poetry, Music & Wine Evening, Southwold
Sunday 9 Aug - Hannah Gordon - For all Occasions, Evening,
Southwold
Sunday 23 Aug - Hiss & Boo Variety Show, Evening, Southwold
Saturday 29 August - Last night of Aldeburgh Season
Saturday 12 September - Last night of Southwold Season

You will see Richard Emerson again as the flying taxi driver
in CAUGHT IN THE NET, with Ann Wenn as his wife in
Streatham and Gemma Churchill as the Wimbledon one.
Ben and Rosanna play his teenage children, Clive Flint is
cast as his slightly odd upstairs neighbour and Jeffrey Perry
as Dad.
The second play of the season is another marvellous
adaptation by Mark Sterling of a popular film-thriller,
GREEN FOR DANGER. The company is led by Paul
Leonard, well-remembered for his Dick Barton two years

For times and details of shows, check www.southwoldtheatre.org
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THE SIXTIES SWING AGAIN
Jack Clayton reports

O

on to his later career as composer and musician.
Next the splendid local DJ, Nick Westwood, took centre stage and
transformed the atmosphere with music and lights. Almost instantly,
tables and chairs had been pushed against the walls and the dance
floor was crowded. The joint certainly jumped and all reports
suggest that the event more than satisfied the customers!
Many people have asked about our next event. We found it hard
but rewarding work and with more support from Friends – both as
helpers and ticket purchasers – we will arrange a follow-up. Clearly
Wangford Community Centre is the ideal venue but the theme
depends upon customer preference. It could be a Scottish evening
(definitely no haggis); a WW2 evening with music from Glen
Miller, Geraldo, etc. (no Woolton Pie!);
line dancing and karaoke... Your ideas If you’re wondering
about the candle and
are invited.
the sausage, it was
Jack’s birthday!
Thanks to Jean Kelk,
Peggy Hurren and Peter
Gibbs for the photos.

n the evening of 21 March more than 90 of us had a whale
of a time, and managed, at the same time, to raise more
than £900 for our funds. For the benefit of those readers who
missed out, I’ll try to recapture the event.
Wangford Community Centre is well-equipped for such events.
Although it is modern and purpose-built, we were the first users of a
brand new kitchen and cloakrooms.
Our hostesses – FESPA Chairman (Sidi Scott) and Secretary (Jean
Kelk) – chose a 60s menu. We began with a welcoming glass of
Babycham, then sat down to pork sausages, onion gravy, mashed
potatoes and peas. There was a choice for dessert of Black Forest
Gateau or trifle. There were seconds (for opportunistic eaters with
room) and coffee.
Treasurer Peter Gibbs and his wife, Wendy, ran a very popular and
successful pay bar whilst the draw was in my hands.
Sidi began the entertainment and introduced Denis King who, at
the piano, reminded us of the 60s when he and his brothers –
r e m e m b e r t h e Ki n g
Brothers? – were teenage
pop-stars. Denis then moved

FRANCESCA’S DILEMMA- FILM OR TV?
2008 FESPA Bursary winner, Francesca Currey, gives us a progress report

W

working under pressure to get the set up in time, and then down in
time whilst little kids just stood and stared! One of the actors
(Shazad Iqbal) in that group has since been snapped up by the BBC
to work as a full-time character in the series ‘Spooks’... when you
watch the TV and he comes on, think of me telling him off for being
late each morning!
Anyway, I spent the rest of last term in constructions, making sets
(head-to-toe in sawdust and splinters each day) for the shows, and
then working on the Showcase. The Showcase is a performance
put on once a year, to an audience full of casting directors or agents.
Its a chance for all graduating actors to get an agent when they leave.
Next term I move to work as an ASM (assistant stage manager) on
one of the graduating shows called Machinal and then, in my
summer holidays, I'm back to work at Jill Freud and Co for the last
show of the season… so I suppose things have actually happened,
and life is rolling happily on!”

e
a sk e d
Francesca, now
near the end of the
second year of her
degree course, to tell
us how life was going
at Bristol. Initially, her
reply was that “not
that
m uc h
has
happened since we last
spoke in the Autumn!”
However, she soon
warmed to the task and
suddenly the last six
months
l ooke d
remarkably full!
“Christmas term I had my first taste of TV/ Film which was spent in
our studios in Clifton Village that once belonged to the BBC. It was
a brilliant time and unfortunately raised the question, do I want to
specialise in TV or Theatre? I still haven't been able to come to a
decision, since I then spent the Spring term in Theatre: first working
as the Stage Manager for the Theatre in Education tour which toured
all round Bristol and beyond. (One day we went all the way to
Swindon and Oxford, before being back in time for an evening
performance in Bristol!) That was an especially exciting time as it
was just me and seven actors putting on two or three shows a day

R

STOP-PRESS
Maxim Calver in Concert

emember Maxim Calver, the brilliant nine-year-old
cellist who was another of our 2008 Bursary winners? Well, to help raise funds for his second year at the
Yehudi Menhuin School, Maxim and friends are putting
on a concert on Saturday, 20th June from 7 - 9 pm. It’s
at Corton School, The Close (off The Street), Corton,
Lowestoft. Entrance is just £2.50 and Maxim would very
much welcome Friends’ support.
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IT’S THE FUN EVENT OF THE SEASON

SUNDAY 28 JUNE FROM 1pm

T

HIS YEAR’S SUMMER THEATRE FETE at Westons promises to be another winner. With
lots of new volunteers coming forward to run stalls under the firm and faultless
management of Val Anderson with her hard-working and committed team, the 2009 Fete
looks set fair. Let’s hope the weather enters into the same spirit.
The two things that set the FESPA Fete apart are the glorious location of Westons,
generously provided by the Freud family, and the fact that it is not just a collection of stalls. It’s
a multi-faceted event… with entertainments, music, competitions, a children’s dog show, horse
riding, delicious teas and, of course, one of the best lucky draws in Suffolk.
Last year the fete and the associated lucky draw, contributed a record net figure of more
than £4,000 to FESPA’s charitable funds. This year, OK, the economic climate may be less
favourable… All the more reason to make this year’s Fete irresistible! On these pages we
list most of the activities so far organised for the day, how you can help and who to contact:

THE

ATTRACTIONS

Gates open at 1.00 pm. Official opening by Lady Freud at
1.30pm.
Master of Ceremonies - Following the sad loss of Terry Collins
who has performed this role inimitably for many years, Sidi Scott
has agreed to step into the breach.

T

hank you so much, Friends, for the many new offers of help
made at the AGM and subsequently. It really is very
encouraging to know we have such a healthy nucleus of active
volunteers. But we do still need more…
In particular, is there any Friend with an arts and crafts
background who could take on the job of setting up and running a
new Children’s Creative Corner? We’d like to allocate a space for
this in the marquee alongside the Face Painting. If you think you
may be able to help, please give me a ring to discuss the idea.
Another possible development this year is the idea of opening up a
limited amount of space for Friends’ own independent stalls. So, if
you have a small business or a charitable interest and would like to
rent a pitch at the fete, the cost would be just £10. Do give me a
call if you would like a stall.
May I add a plea for anyone prepared to loan a gazebo or similar
for the day - particularly if you would also be prepared to erect it on
the morning of the Fete and dismantle it at the end of the day!
Talking of which, if you are reasonably able-bodied and could help
with setting up (from 10 am), taking down (from about 4.30 pm.)
and/or gate stewarding, please let me know.
Finally, just a reminder both to stallholders and donors of goods…
I am very happy to provide temporary storage for any sale items in
advance of the fete at my home, Hedgeley, in Walberswick.

Children’s Lucky dip – This
perennial favourite is being organised
this year by Joy Rand. Joy would
welcome contributions of small toys,
puzzles, dolls, games or other ‘as-new’
gifts? Give her a call on 01359
240397.
Face painting – Our make-up artist this
year is Denise Brentnall. Denise would
welcome some help so, if you can lend a
hand, please let her know on 01502 722923.
Kids’ Creative Corner - Just an idea at the moment but, if you’re
an arty-crafty person with a box full of materials and a head full of
simple, fun projects for children, Val would love to hear from you
on 01502 724609

Pictures on these two pages were taken at the 2008 Fete. There are more, in
colour on www.fespa.co.uk

Toyshop - If your own have grown out of them, but they still work
and are clean and undamaged why not put them to good use. Not
just toys but games, puzzles, dolls, too. Connie Barrett is the one
to contact. She is on 01502 575756.
Games – Ben Marriner with
Frank and Barbara Devereux are
looking for helpers to man the
various games and competitions. If
you’d like to muck in, call Ben on
01502 722488 or Frank on 01502
572472. Naturally, there will also
be a Bouncy Castle.
Pony rides – Supervised as ever by
Westons’ experienced stable staff.
Children’s dog show – Kindly run
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once again by Bob and Julie Cronin with prizes generously
donated by Muffets pet supply shop in Southwold High Street. The
categories are: ‘Best Trained’, ‘Waggiest Tail’, ‘Most Interesting
Trick’, ‘Most Entertaining Dog Handling’ and ‘Best in Show’. The
more dogs there are the more fun they (and we) have. So bring yours
along and register there and then.

Our entertainment programme includes our much-loved
clowns, Beato and Uncle Fred, Music from the Youth Brass
Band with John Flack, the superb Lowestoft Signing Choir (
Yes, the spelling is correct!) on their first visit, plus other
exciting events still in the pipeline!

Picture gallery – Barry & Viv Tolfree are grateful to members of
the Southwold Art Circle for generously providing several original
works for sale this year. If you paint or draw and have one or two
pictures you could spare, they would be gratefully received. Also,
please raid your loft and garage for unused paintings, prints and art
work of all kinds – framed and unframed. Also very welcome would
be the loan of any portable easels to help us display the work. Call
Viv and Barry on 01502 722582.

Mrs M. Rose, a
Friend from
Beccles who won a
meal for two at the
Anchor Hotel in
Walberswick in the
Grand Draw at the
2008 Summer Fete.

Bric-a-Brac – Never mind “no one will ever buy that!”; the key to a
good bric-a-brac stall is that it should be heaving with stuff to rootle
through in the hope of discovering that elusive just-what-I’ve-beenlooking for. Every house has loads of it. Look out yours and call
Ken & Jill Hanham on 01728 453745

Grand Draw – This is always the highlight of the show. Once again
it is being managed and run by Joy and Michael Venn and this
year, as ever, they report that there are some amazing top prizes, but
there are lots of valuable extra prizes too, so the chances of winning
are surprisingly high. The draw itself will be at about 4.20 pm on the
day. As you will have seen, we have enclosed with this issue two
books of tickets for you to sell, buy, return unsold or chuck away as
you see fit. Of course, if you think you can use some more, all you
have to do is ask Joy or Michael on 01502 711707.

The Book Browsery – Managed this year by Mary King. You’re
bound to have plenty of books to donate, so please call 01502
724590.
Sound and Vision Store - DVDs, videos, CDs. Go and thin out
your collection right now and
call Doris & Clive BrynleyJones 01502 724592

Tombola – Good quality as-new products, preferably in their
original packaging, wanted here. It’s
the ideal ‘good home’ for those wellmeant but unwanted gifts. Call James
Rand on 01284 723386

The Garden store – Not just
plants and garden tools but
garden and home produce, too whether it’s jams, chutneys,
honeys or dried flowers. Now’s
the time to start potting up those
spare seedlings and fledgling
tomato plants. And what about
clearing out those unused tools
and pots from the shed? Call
Linda Connah 01728 453163

Whisky Raffle – Organised and run by
Jack Clayton. If you’d like to offer
him a (full) bottle he’ll be more than
delighted 01986 872425.
Bottle stall – Marie Holmes and Sybil
Cave can use any number of bottles of
alcoholic or (healthy) non-alcoholic
beverages. All drinkable, in-date
bottles are welcome but if you have a
bottle of something really nice to offer,
it can make all the difference in
tempting the punters. No unhealthy
childrens’ pop, though, please. Call
01728 668559.

What Friends need to know…
Westons, is on the left as you drive into Walberswick. Just follow
the Clown signs.
Opening times - Gate opens at 1pm for a 1.30 official opening.
Grand Draw is at approximately 4.20. Fete closes at 4.30.

Cake shop – Can you offer to make cakes, biscuits, tarts, flans,
buns, scones or pies to deliver fresh on the day? If so, please call
Sue Flack 01502 725396. (See also ‘Refreshments’ below.)

On-site parking and entry charges - The car park at Westons will
be open from 11am. The charge for the day will be £3 (the same as
the village car park). The parking fee includes entry to the fete for all
the car’s occupants (including one fete programme). Entry for
pedestrians is 50p including programme.

Refreshments – Anthea Marriner is taking control this year and
introducing the welcome addition of strawberries and cream. She
needs willing helpers throughout the afternoon and, like Sue Flack in
the Cake Shop, relies on as many people as possible baking as many
cakes, scones and buns as possible - as well as supplying the
strawbs. If you can help, call Anthea now on 01502 722488.

Stall holders and helpers…
Parking is free, naturally! After off-loading, please park at the FAR
END of the field. Stall holders can start setting up their pitches at
10.30 am which should give them ample time for a break for lunch
before being back at their stalls by 1pm.
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Maurice Rubens goes back to the very beginning
Since 1991, Maurice has designed every one of Jill Freud & Company’s
productions. But his career goes back much farther than that. We asked him to
begin at his beginnings.

A

actress who poked her nose
in and settled the matter by
saying: “Well, let them all
take very small steps.” An
early example of Dame
Judi’s saving the day.
A recent correspondence
with my old English tutor,
M a r t i a l Ro s e ( wh o
masterminded the college’s
production of the Wakefield
plays and has recently
published a brilliant
bi ogr a ph y of G we n
Ffrancon-Davies) prompted
me to unearth a picture
(below) of a school
Christmas Crib at Bretton
(c1957) which, some 200
shows later, I still find
surprisingly effective and
(Ben Payne will forgive me) most effectively lit with just one
table lamp!

part from some
i m p r o v i s e d
cardboard
box
backgrounds for end-ofterm revues and some
mask making for the
Wakefield Mystery Plays,
my first design was
probably the model for
the
RSC
Design
Competition 1964. It
con si st ed of ei gh t
children’s building bricks
on strings that could
swing, and were variously
arranged to represent the
shipwreck, Prospero’s
Cell and Ceres’ masque in
The Tempest.
Peter Brook was the
judge and I won! I met him years later; he was polite enough
to say he had not forgotten it.
All that survives of the design now is the crude diagram
reproduced above and one or two of the bricks, the best of
which were recycled in our Southwold production of Snoopy
– which Sidi is polite enough to have forgotten!
The competition win led to an Arts Council Bursary at
Nottingham Playhouse. I did the costumes and set adaptation
for a Far Eastern tour of A Man for All Seasons, the most
memorable feature of that being the walk-on part of a clerk
played by one Richard Eyre.
My first main stage show at Nottingham was Chekhov’s
The Proposal as curtain-raiser to Faustus. The director,
Ronnie Magill (later renowned as Amos of Emmerdale) was
uneasy that the set was only 8ft wide – to fit inside the
massive Faustus set. A heated discussion about the problem
happened to be taking place in the dressing room of a young

SPOT-THE-SET COMPETITION

W

e are looking forward to meeting Mrs Marion Stansfield of Kent at the bar
during one of this summer’s performances where a complimentary bottle of
bubbly awaits her. Congratulations Marion! The correct answer to February’s set
fragment was, of course, Stepping Out (2003).
Here is this month’s teaser from Summer Theatre designer Maurice Rubens.
Simply identify the title of the play (the year is not essential but have a guess
anyway). Write your answer on a picture postcard of your own choosing (Maurice
collects them!) and send to:
Maurice Rubens, c/o FESPA NEWS, 22 Field Stile Road, Suffolk IP18 6LD
The winner of our bottle of bubbly will be the first correct entry selected at random
on 1st October 2009.

Edited by Barry Tolfree 01502 722582 barrytolfree@tiscali.co.uk
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