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...and forward to the future of Summer Theatre—and the Friends

T

he new Management team at our Summer Theatres are keenly
aware that FESPA members play a key role in ensuring the
healthy survival of this much loved institution. So it’s not really
surprising that they would like to know what we think! What are our
views about the current and future direction of the Company in these
straitened economic times? What changes would we like to see?
What plays do we most enjoy? What programme mix constitutes our
ideal Summer Season?
Come to that, your Trustees would also like to know whether you
think that FESPA is on the right track. What should our principal role
be? What do you think of this newsletter? How could we improve it?
It is about 15 years since we last held a survey so we thought it was
high time we did it again. You’ll find the survey form enclosed with
this issue and, if you have access to the internet, you can quickly
complete it on-line at www.surveymonkey.com/s/KPV5JRM . There
is a direct link to it on our website www.fespa.co.uk. The online
version is our preferred option; it’s easier for you to complete and
easier for us to analyse. We’ve kept it as brief and simple as we can
and it is completely anonymous. Please submit your form before the
end of the year. We’ll publish the results in our February issue.

Artistic Director, Anthony Falkingham is particularly interested
in hearing what kinds of plays you want to see. He writes:
Dear Friends,
Please take a few minutes to fill in the survey form. We do try
and satisfy your tastes and interests when we choose a season
and our selection of plays can only be helped with your
guidance and, through you, the wishes of our larger audience.
When you are thinking of the kind of plays you might like to
see, bear in mind our resources; a cast size of no more than
eight and preferably one set. In addition, if there is a play you
have enjoyed in one of our past seasons and would like to see
again, why not suggest that. Whatever you decide and
whatever our final selection you can be assured the high
standards of production, direction and acting will be maintained.
Have a good winter.
Best regards,
Anthony Falkingham
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Sidi writes

JILL RECALLS…

n 1984 I knew very little about being a producer and
absolutely nothing about creating a rep. season but
fortunately had a good director on board who chose the plays.
Sometime in April, when we were well into preparations, I
thought ‘I had better apply for licences.’ This was a big
mistake; getting those go-aheads is THE No. I priority. But I
knew no better and began ringing round.
All was well until we got to ‘Blithe Spirit’ – Michael Imison
was agent for the Noel Coward Estate and his assistant said
we could not possibly have the play.
‘It is on tour and may be coming into Town.’
‘Could I speak to Mr. Imison? ’
‘He will not be in until tomorrow’
‘Would you just ask him?’
‘Oh, very well.’
The call came the next day: ‘Mr Imison has a cottage in
Reydon and would be delighted to license the play’.
Not only that, he saw a performance, liked it, gave a party
for the Company and found us a sponsor for the following year!
Somebody in Heaven must have a soft spot for Southwold…
or for us…

Dear Fespians,
Well where did that year go? It seems no time at all since we
were awaiting with bated breath, the Jubilee, the Olympics, and
the new season at our theatres.
I’m sure you will all have marvellous memories of your own
of all these events and I hope that those memories will cheer
you through these somewhat gloomy times! I’m afraid that the
Jubilee and the Olympics did not help any theatres—including
ours. Indeed, the towns of Southwold and Aldeburgh
themselves saw a drop in business as a result.
So we must look to the future and congratulate our new
directors on their achievements in the face of such competition.
You will find details in this issue of how each of us can make
our own direct input into the future direction and development
of our theatres. I would encourage you to be proactive in
completing the questionnaire. But don’t get carried away; the
Company can’t do Cavalcade or Royal Hunt of the Sun!
As usual our Fete was a great success and I do thank you all
most sincerely for your support. You do great things with so
little fuss and, in spite of the weather, we had a good result.
(More of this on the back page) The Friends evening worked
well at the Stables and our thanks go to Emma and Richard for
their kindness in letting us use the space for both events.
This is the issue in which we introduce the group of talented
local youngsters who have been awarded FESPA bursaries.
(See centre spread.) So it’s an opportune time to give you
advance notice that we are hoping to host a showcase of some
of our young stars one Sunday evening
in August
(provisionally 25th) in Southwold. This will include a questionand-answer session as well as performances from the students.
It will be fascinating to hear how the
students are faring especially as their
courses vary so, from theatre to music
via stage management and circus
skills! I am really excited about
this and look forward to
confirming the date in the New
Year.
I know my trusted fellow Trustees
join me in wishing you all a very healthy
and happy Christmas and New Year.

Jill Freud

Jill (Centre) and the 1984 company celebrate their successful first season

FOR YOUR 2013 DIARY
Wednesday 20 February (approx) - FESPA NEWS Spring
Issue despatched with news of 2013 Summer Theatre
Programme and advance booking for Friends .

Sidi

MISSING OUT ON MONEY

Friday 12 April - (Provisional) FESPA AGM (Venue to be
announced)

Generous though Friends always are, there’s a lucrative source
of free FESPA cash they are still ignoring

Friday 5 July - 6.30. Friends’ Evening at the Stables at
Westons. Bring along a plate of eats to share. Enjoy a drink
and a chat with members of the Company and fellow Friends.

T

his time last year we introduced Friends to our ‘Easy Fundraising’
scheme. It’s a charity initiative in which most big online retailers
now participate. They have agreed to donate a small percentage
(typically 1% - 2.5%) of every online sale to a charity selected by the
purchaser. All you have to remember to do when shopping online is to
visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fespa first and from there
visit your selected retailer. Then any purchases you make will
automatically earn FESPA a reward. If you wish, you can even set up
a tool to remind you to use Easy Fundraising whenever you are about
to make a qualifying purchase.
It’s so easy, why would you NOT do it!
Yet, so far this year only three Friends have joined, earning FESPA a
useful £29.78 and costing them zilch! Imagine if we had just 100 Easy
Fundraising members… that could easily earn us a cool £1000.
Why not give it a go with your Christmas shopping this year! It’s
just too good an opportunity to waste.

Sunday 7 July - FESPA Theatre Fete at the Stables at
Westons, Walberswick. Gates open at 1.00 pm
Wednesday 10 July - Southwold Season opens
Thursday 25 July - Aldeburgh Season opens
Sunday 25 August - (Provisional) Showcase Concert by
FESPA Bursary students in St Edmund’s Hall. Show to be
produced by FESPA
Saturday 31 August - Last night in Aldeburgh
Saturday 14 September - Last night in Southwold
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It had to happen… rain and squalls but

FUN AND GENEROSITY PREVAIL AT THE SUMMER FETE

A

fter so many years of sunny theatre fetes, it was bound to
happen—a day of what might optimistically be described as
mixed meteorological fortunes. The worst of the squalls, it has to be
said were in the morning when many of us were trying to set up our
stalls. We were so grateful for the many gazebos that had been
generously loaned and especially for the calm and unfazed
management of Ben Marriner and his team.
In the end, everyone seemed to have the customary great time and—
surprise, surprise—the bottom line was hardly dented, with revenues
of £5,400, a mere £230 less than last year. The Grand Draw results
held up particularly well considering these difficult economic times,
earning us £2,500, only about £100 down. Grateful thanks to Val
Anderson whose first year this was as Draw organiser (See below).
Although some stalls suffered a drop in takings there were some
shooting stars to compensate. We should pick out the garden and
produce stall, cakes and preserves, CDs and DVDs
for special mention.
Ben asks us to offer his huge thanks to the many
Friends
who gave their time and energies
unsparingly, the local businesses who donated
prizes and loaned equipment and the Curtis family
who once again nobly allowed us to trample all over
their stable and paddock area, ride their ponies and
even play with their games and toys. The forecast
for
next
year
is
looking… hopeful!

Clockwise from top left: Small painted
face, Picture of despondency as art flies
off the shelf, Good growth on the Plant
Stall, The Lowestoft Signing Choir was a
hit, Happy cake ladies. More pics and a
couple of movies on www.fespa.co.uk.
Click on ‘Album’

YOUR NEXT ISSUE OF FESPA NEWS…

GRAND DRAW
WINNER—WHAT
A HERO!

will, as usual, announce the programme for the forthcoming season
and details of advanced booking arrangements for Friends. The
printed edition will be published on approximately Feb 20th 2013 but
our 290 online readers receive a preview about a week earlier. If
you’d like to be one of them, simply email barry@fespa.co.uk with
‘ONLINE PREVIEW’ in the subject line.

T

his year, as you may
remember, we were
able to offer as our first
prize, a very special
Superbreak Theatre and
Hotel voucher for two
worth £300. This was
made possible by a
generous contribution
from Jill Freud matched
by an additional sum from FESPA funds. So imagine our surprise
when the winner, Mr Herrington, decided to return his prize so that
we could offer it again next year! It gets our 2013 draw off to a
wonderful start and we are immensely grateful for this act of
spontaneous generosity. As it happens, Mr Herrington is a Friend—
and a friend indeed.
We list some of the other lucky prize winners below:

THANK YOU, FRIENDS
Our Hon Treasurer, Peter Gibbs, reports that donations by
Friends, over and above their subscriptions, have amounted
to £3570 this year which, remarkably, considering the
economic climate, is over £500 more than last year. The
Trustees are most grateful. Special thanks to the following
who contributed £20 or more:
Miss A Ainscough
Mr & Mrs R Aylott
Mr & Mrs D Baggott
Mr & Mrs R Barker
Mr & Mrs M Bird
Mr & Mrs B Bradnum
Mr G Burnett
Baroness Byford
Mrs P Cuerden
Mrs A Evans
Mr & Mrs J Evans
Mr J Girling,
Mr M Goodwin
Mr & Mrs R Green
Mr & Mrs M Guest
Mr & Mrs J Heath
Mr & Mrs V Hughff
Mrs J Jackson
Mr & Mrs M Jones

2nd Prize—won by Mr & Mrs R Jelliff, a five-day self-catering
break for two in Walberswick, donated by Draw Organiser, Val
Anderson.
3rd Prize—won by Mrs M E Williams, a Luxury Hamper donated
by residents of Walberswick.
4th Prize—won by Norman Brooker, a £60 Voucher to spend at the
Red Lion Inn, South Green, Southwold, donated by Derek and
Theresa Baggott.
5th Prize—won by Yvonne Grimble, an Adnams Brewery Tour for
two with a voucher of £25 to spend at the Cellar & Kitchen store,
donated by Adnams Brewery.
Sincere thanks to all the generous donors of our 16 prizes, many of
whom contribute year after year. We would very much like to
encourage new donors for 2012; so if you run a business and think
you can help—or if you know someone who would, please contact
Val Anderson on 01502 722488.

Mr & Mrs B Martin
Mrs J Merrick
Mr & Mrs R Mitson
Mr C Newans
Mr & Mrs J Nottage
Mr & Mrs J Onions
Mr & Mrs S Pears
Mrs C Pearson
Mrs D Pearson
Mrs J Radley-Kane
Mr B Raven
Mr & Mrs J Reid
Mrs E Runnacles
Mr & Mrs A Ryley
Mrs C Sheridan
Mrs M Thornhill,
Mr & Mrs B Tolfree
Dr R Watkins
Mrs M Williams

Special thanks to HSBC for their gift of £500 (which is the
third such contribution). Jenny Bird, our Subscriptions
Secretary, works for the bank and they like to acknowledge
the charitable work of their staff in the community.
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BACKING YOUNG LOCAL TALENT
Who did you put your money on this year?
We are delighted to introduce the young 2012 recipients of FESPA Bursaries.
It was a bumper year for applicants; twenty -one. The selection panel tried their best to
whittle the numbers down to the most talented and deserving few, but in the end,
couldn’t get below nine who share a pot of £5,500.
Maddie Coelho - An all-round talent with ‘star quality’

place is ineligible for student loans and the sum was
well beyond what her family could afford.
Undaunted, Holly set about the task of trying
to raise the funds herself. She even launched
her
own
fundraising
website
www.hollybeare.co.uk.
Among
the
charitable organisations she approached
was FESPA and we decided to help. We
are delighted to report that Holly was able
to take up her offer.
“Out of the thousands who auditioned, I
feel honoured to have been given the
chance of attending the best Theatre
Arts school in the country.”

S

ixteen-year-old Norfolk girl, Maddie, has her eyes fixed firmly
on the West End stage. She has just started a three-year National
Diploma course in Musical Theatre at the Laine Theatre Arts School
in Epsom, Surrey. Described by her former tutor at Saxtead School of
Dance as an ‘exceptional talent’ with ‘star quality in abundance’,
Maddie shines in all the dance disciplines as well as possessing what her
tutor describes as a ‘fantastic singing voice’.
Maddie has performed four times with the English Youth Ballet and,
two years ago, attended classes with the Royal Ballet
School Mid Associates. Until this summer, she
was a student at West End Masterclass where she
received the Kerry Ellis Performer of the Year
Award. What’s more, she has already sat her
Advanced 2 RAD ballet exam – normally taken
in the third year of full-time training.
Maddie says she simply would not have
been able to go to Laine if she had not been
offered a coveted three-year scholarship.
Even with it, accommodation and living
costs represent a huge financial
commitment for the Coelho family and that
is where the FESPA bursary will
undoubtedly help.

Penelope Carter - Struggling with the surprising costs of keeping an oboe

M

usic has always been a central part of life for 20-year-old
Penelope, whose family live in Reydon. Piano was her initial
love but later her instrument of choice became the oboe (latterly
diversifying to the Cor Anglais). She won the annual music prize at
Bungay High School and progressed to Wymondham College Sixth
Form with a Music Scholarship, where she passed her Grade 8 Oboe.
Penelope played locally with the North Suffolk Youth Orchestra, the
Suffolk Youth Orchestra and the Suffolk Youth Wind Band before
heading off to Durham University. Here, she is studying the third year
of a BA Music degree and has been selected to play with the Durham
University Symphony and Chamber Orchestras, among other
ensembles.
Like most university students, Penelope has accumulated a
considerable student loan. Unlike most, she has had to struggle with
daunting extra costs: sheet music, oboe maintenance, reeds, reedmaking equipment, concert clothing and travel costs, not to mention
specialist instrumental tuition.

Catherine Dickin – Patience pays off for determined dancer

I

t must have been a massive disappointment last year for 20-yearold Ipswich student, Catherine Dickin. She had just completed a
foundation year at Performers College in Essex and was offered a
place at the Stella Mann College in Hampstead. But, try as she might,
she simply couldn’t raise the funds to take the offer up. But Catherine,
picked herself up, took a part time job at the Suffolk Food Hall, went
babysitting and helping as a dance teaching assistant, and concentrated
on improving her own dance skills. Then this year, after another round
of auditions she was rewarded by many offers and,
crucially, by the receipt of a DaDa Award at
Bodywork Dance Studios, Cambridge Performing
Arts, to study Professional Dance and Musical
Theatre. Suddenly, Catherine’s dream of a career
in musical and dance theatre was back on track.
Thanks to the DaDa award, tuition fees are taken
care of but Catherine must fund all of her other
costs herself which is why our bursary is so
welcome. And as we go to press, we hear that
Catherine has got her first professional break—
she’s to be dancer on the inaugural video for an
up-and-coming band ‘Hot Wire’ to be aired on
MTM this month.
Holly Beare - Honoured to have made it to the “best Theatre Arts
School in the country”

H

olly has a dream… to become a professional dancer and,
ultimately, a choreographer. But the road to success in Musical
Theatre is tough and, though Oulton-born Holly has a distinction in the
National Diploma for Dance and a BA Honours degree in Musical
Theatre from Colchester Institute, she knew this was not enough.
What she needed was a period of intense training at a high-profile
academy. So this year, the 24-year-old determined to embark on a one
-year Performing Arts course at the world-renowned London-based
Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts. She was thrilled to be accepted
but horrified at the cost – more than £14,000 for tuition alone! The

Penelope performing a piano duet at this year’s Aldeburgh Music Festival
with Joseph Currie. Both had been selected to participate in the festival as
part of the Hesse Student Scheme.
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the Fisher Youth Theatre in Bungay and been in numerous school
plays. Last year, she successfully completed a foundation course in
Musical Theatre at Bird College of Performing Arts in Sidcup, Kent.
Attending the London Studio Centre represents a considerable
financial commitment and Elizabeth was determined to contribute as much
as she could herself. In the past few years she has spent her holidays working as
a model for a dancewear company and as a waitress at the Swan in Barnby, at
the Crown in Southwold and in the Adnams tent at the Royal Norfolk Show.
Elizabeth’s Mum, Mandy, says : “The FESPA award means a lot and
is so thankfully received. It will be used towards extra tuition fees and books.”

Waitressing at Southwold’s ‘Tilly’s’ tearooms during holidays helps
with finances but eats into study and practice time which, in her final
year is precious. The FESPA bursary, though modest, we hope will at
least help to keep that oboe in tune. After Durham? Penelope is
determined to pursue a career as a professional instrumentalist, and
intends to do postgraduate training at a conservatoire.
Emile Burgoyne – A kick-start to an acting career for this
determined youngster

E

mile is just 16 and in Year 10 at
Thomas Mills High School in
Framlingham. He’s doing well at
school and his GCSE results are just
fine. But there’s just one goal that
dominates his dreams—to be a fine
actor. And he’s certainly not going to
put off his training until A Levels are
over. So, starting this September,
every Saturday, from his home in
Friston, Emile is travelling to and
from London’s Barbican to attend a
Junior Guildhall Drama Course.
For Emile, performing is no recent
fad. For many years he has acted and
sung with the Jubilee Opera in Aldeburgh and latterly with Aldeburgh
Music’s ‘GroupA’ youth collective, as well as appearing in school
productions and attending weekly classes at the Sylvia Young
Performing Arts School.
There’s no doubt that the Junior Guildhall represents a serious
commitment—in time, energy and finance. And with two retired
parents and an elder brother already away at the Royal Academy of
Music, Emile’s Saturday plans are going to stretch the purse strings.
We hope that our bursary will at least take care of a good few train fares.

George Jennings - “A penchant for humour”

I

f the name sounds familiar, it’s
because George’s brother, Will,
gained a FESPA bursary last year for
an MA course at the Guildford School
for Acting, part of the University of
Surrey. (See Page 6 for his update.)
George is just starting his final year of
a BA at the same school. Like Will,
George was a scholastic high-attainer
who decided to turn his back on
academia in favour of the stage.
George first got the bug by joining
the village panto (Tuddenham, near
Ipswich) at the age of five—being
promoted to ‘Dame’ by the age of 16!
While his acting roles got more ambitious, he also discovered a
passion for music, learning trumpet and guitar, composing pieces of
his own, playing gigs at local pubs and studying with voice coach,
Mary King. Not surprisingly, his first inclination was to combine these
talents in a musical theatre degree but Guildford persuaded him that
his real metier was in acting. George hasn’t regretted it and neither has
his tutor who speaks of his “strong performing instincts” and his
“penchant for humour” and confidently predicts him to be “on track
for a successful career”. After two fantastically enjoyable years,
George is now knuckling down to the intensive work of his final year.
Not that the fun stops… From 21-24 of this month George and his
colleagues are appearing in ‘The Gut Girls’ at the Yvonne Arnaud
Theatre set among the abattoirs of Victorian London. The FESPA
bursary will, says George, make his final year a little easier and, above
all, help pay for the all-important (and costly) “head shots” that are a
necessary passport to those first professional roles.

Lauren Cowley - Dancing in the Community

F

or a born dancer, 22 year old Lauren From Worlingham, Suffolk
has had to contend with more obstacles then most. Among other
health issues, a spinal problem necessitated radical surgery a few
years ago and the expectation was that Lauren would have to settle
for a more sedentary life-style. Nothing doing! Lauren was determined not only to go on dancing but above all communicate her love
of dance to other young people as a teacher. To that end and with a
little help from a FESPA bursary – Lauren has embarked on a degree
in ‘Dance in the Community’ at Ipswich University. She already has a
BTEC in Musical Theatre from City College, Norwich and gained
several dance certificates with distinction. Every year, she performs in
at least two or three dance shows in and around Suffolk and Norfolk
and, until Suffolk County Council cuts put an end to it, she has also
been a youth worker with 13-19 year olds. This is an age group she
claims to have a particular empathy with. Teaching dance may be
Lauren’s first love but it is certainly not her only one. She is also a
gifted vocalist and before City College she attended Rockschool at
‘Access to Music’ in Norwich. She founded her own band in which
she is lead singer and performs at gigs and charity events all over East
Anglia. She also enjoys a wide range of sports from netball to basketball to swimming and scuba diving.

Sarah Fenn – “A compelling passion for dance”

I

pswich-born Sarah, aged 19, is thrilled to have been awarded a
place at the prestigious Italia Conti Performing Arts School in
London on a three-year diploma course. It is a dream-come-true for a
girl who has danced non-stop since she was three and can’t imagine a
career anywhere but on the stage.
Much of Sarah’s dance experience to date has been with the Lait
Dance Club in Ipswich where she was first a student (achieving very
high marks in her ISTD exams) and then a trainee ballroom and Latin
dance teacher herself. Her coach describes her as having “a
compelling passion for dance, shown through her life, heart and soul.”
Sarah also has an exceptionally fine singing voice and she can often be
heard at charity events singing with a Carpenters
tribute band.
Being accepted by the Italia Conti was a
huge tribute to Sarah’s talent but the
£14,500 annual tuition fees plus London
accommodation costs, not to mention
books, dance clothes and equipment, all
threatened to put her dreams tantalisingly
beyond reach - certainly beyond the means
of her parents. A DaDa award helped
considerably as did a year of working
in
supermarkets,
shops
and
restaurants. Sarah, who is dyslexic,
tells us that the FESPA bursary will
enable her to purchase a laptop
computer – an indispensable aid to her studies.

Elizabeth Stanley –Multi-talented dancer with her feet on the ground

J

ust beginning a Performing Arts degree
course at the London Studio Centre
(recently relocated to North Finchley), is 19
-year-old Worlingham student, Elizabeth
Stanley. This multi-talented youngster
already has a whole string of exam
distinctions to her name, across the range of
dance genres. Now she will be immersing
herself in a dauntingly comprehensive
syllabus which includes musical theatre,
ballet, tap, jazz, acting and singing.
Elizabeth completed her A levels at Langley
School in Loddon. She has performed with
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FORUM –Friends and students share their experiences
Florence Barker to whom we awarded a bursary in 2010, is
now 15 and starting her final year at the Royal Ballet School
in Richmond Park

Daniel Walker who was awarded a FESPA Bursary in 2010,
wrote us this update in July
… Just to let you know how I am getting on at East 15 since receiving
the generous bursary.. Since completing the foundation course I have
moved on and just completed the 1st year of the BA Acting course.
And what a year it has been. The training is very intense, with skills
classes on Monday and Tuesday ranging from articulation to animal
studies! The rest of the week is spent on acting projects, with plays
such as Mogadishu by Vivienne Franzmann being performed to the
rest of our year. A teacher of mine is actually from Gorleston and we
put on the play London Road set in Ipswich. But the highlight of the
year has definitely been the ‘Living History’ project. It involved
creating a character and living for 3 weeks as that character in a
specific period of history. This year we did the Russian Gulag
(pictured below). It involved eating small rations and building a road
joining Stalingrad to Moscow. It was hard work but so beneficial for
me as an actor, as it allowed me to truly think about the character’s
wants and needs.
Daniel

This is just a little update and a ‘thank you’ from me for all your much
appreciated support.
It was a very busy summer term at White Lodge, with performances
here, there and everywhere. We finished the year with an exhilarating
(Grand Défilé) final performance on the main stage at the Royal
Opera House. In September I will be starting my final year at White
Lodge. We have some new girls joining our year and I’m very excited
as I’ll be sharing a dormitory with one! She is Belgian so perhaps it
will also be an opportunity to improve my French. I’m sure we will
have a fab time together. Then, in the Spring term, I will be
auditioning for Upper Schools. It seems so strange to think that, this
time next year, I will be starting a new school. Thank you, once
again.
Florence
We supported Will Jennings last year as he started his MA.
Now it’s in the bag and Will’s ‘on the market’
After a fantastic year of training I
have now graduated from The
Guildford School of Acting. Along the
way I have learnt so much and worked
with some inspiring people. A
personal highlight was working with
legendary director Ian Talbot in a
production of Moll Flanders. Ian was
artistic director of Regents Park Open
Air Theatre for 25 years and is a
prominent member of the Royal
Shakespeare Company. He is
currently directing Charley’s Aunt in
The West End.
In September the school put on a
showcase for all new graduates at the Criterion Theatre in Piccadilly
Circus. We had 2 minutes each to impress the beady-eyed audience,
comprising some of the top agents, casting directors and producers in
London, invited by the school to scout for new talent. After the show I
was approached by several agents and have subsequently signed with
Global Artists, based in the West End. This month I have been settling
into life in London and starting to attend auditions. This is
undoubtedly a highly competitive industry, but I am hopeful I can
make a success of it, thanks to my wonderful training at GSA and the
incredible generosity of FESPA. I will endeavour to keep FESPA, and
its supporters, up to date on my progress over the coming years.
Will

Aerial performer, Iona Godbold, who received a FESPA
Bursary last year to attend the Circomedia School, emailed us in
August to report on progress
I thought I would email you to
let you know of my progress.
We performed our end of year
show at the end of June which
was called The Winner Takes
All. After auditioning two pieces
for this show my training partner
and I were selected to perform
both of them, which was a great
achievement. Also some more
good news: my aerial teacher
offered to train me in swinging
trapeze over the summer in order
to be a part of his company,
Above and Beyond. This has
allowed me to gain some
experience performing in the
festival scene which has been
very beneficial.
I cannot thank you enough for
giving me a bursary last year. It
helped me achieve so much on
the course. I don't think I would
be in the situation I am in
without your help!
Iona

We asked: What do you think about speeches from the
stage? Readers reply
...Whilst we have not made it for a couple of seasons we always
enjoyed the actor turning raffle prize announcer etc. and would be
disappointed if this and other speeches are dropped for good. As
someone has commented already, it differentiates you from the West
End theatres and many other professional productions.
Stuart & Gaye Bradbrook
Coming from south Essex, we do not have much contact with FESPA
events other than the magazine and our trips to Aldeburgh or
Southwold for the theatre shows. However, we have always felt that
this was a comfortable organisation—one might almost say ‘family’–
a family which included the cast. A few words from the stage
emphasised this feeling and we were surprised and disappointed when
it quietly crept into the wings. Bring it back!
Margaret & Don Babbage
I have just read the latest newsletter - excellent - and saw the piece
about speeches from the stage. Please can we go back to them; they
make us, the audience, feel "real" to the actors, not just dummies
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FORUM
sitting the other side of a glass screen. Even if we are told every night
that we are "the best audience ever" when we know that actually
we weren't, it still makes us feel an important part of the
experience. It only needs a couple of sentences, not even a paragraph.
I'm sure they all long for, and deserve, a cuppa at the end of a
performance but we really would appreciate just a moment more with
the person inside the role
Our thanks to all of you who have made the summer theatre possible
over the many years. We have tickets for every show in Aldeburgh
every year and wouldn't miss it.
Sammy Betson and Aileen Miles

Tom Browne likes the on-line edition of FESPA News
I am delighted you are sending the newsletter by e-mail. Absolutely
first rate. A great improvement and at enormous cost saving.
Congratulations! I am a self-taught computer man but I wonder if there may be
those who need a little help in explaining downloading and printing PDFs.
Tom Browne
Glad you like the e-edition. Tom. We now have about 290 on-line
readers. It is not such an enormous cost saving, though; we still have
to send out FESPA News to all members in envelopes because we so
often also enclose other things such as Draw Tickets and subscription
renewal forms. If any reader is experiencing difficulties with our
PDFs, please let me know—barry@fespa.co.uk (Ed)

These and other readers will have been somewhat consoled to note
that the speeches from the stage after the last-night performances at
Southwold and Aldeburgh were reinstated this year. (Ed)

THE MASTER AT 80

A bit of deja vue from Friend Peter Evans who never
throws anything away!
You may be interested in a handbill I have recently found for the
Frinton Theatre for summer 1985. The plays included Write me a
Murder, Two and two Make Six (not a misprint, they were being
delicate!) and a
version of Dracula.
Other choices
included A Shot in the
Dark which I had to
leave before the end
but otherwise enjoyed.
I do remember
Dracula as great fun. I
have the programmes
for Dracula (directed
by Giles Watling) and
Write me a Murder
(Jack Watling).
The cast for both
included John D
Collins, then
appearing in Allo!
Allo! and always
dependable, and a new
name - Neil Dudgeon,
who has done very
well for himself.
Peter Evans

© Stephen Wolfenden 2012

ANOTHER FINE MESS…
Set designer, Maurice Rubens
scored 80 this season and didn’t
even pause to scrape the acrylic
off before being snapped by
photographer Stephen
Wolfenden for the latter’s latest
Southwold book, ‘It’s that Town
Again’. Not too much seems to
have changed in the last 43 years
judging by this picture of
Maurice on the set of Iris
Murdoch’s The Italian Girl at
Ipswich Arts Theatre in 1969

GREAT NEW VENUE
FOR FRIENDS EVENING
The Barn at the Westons’
Stables in Walberswick proved
to be a relaxed and atmospheric
venue for our end-of-June party
and an instant hit with Friends
and Company members alike.
There are many more pictures
of this event and of the Fete on
our website, fespa.co.uk. Click
on ‘Album’. For 2012
production pictures, click on
‘Season’.
Inset: Sidi Scott with actress,
Penelope Rawlins, who was
about to open in ‘A Bed full of
Foreigners’ as was Michael
Shaw, behind her on the right.
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PETER ADSHEAD LOOKS BACK AT A YEAR OF
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE ON MANY FRONTS

W

in Aldeburgh. Jane has done an amazing job for a number of years,
ensuring our daytime and evening box offices operate smoothly and
we wish her well for the future.
This year also saw a marked increase in the press exposure the
As many of you know last year saw some big changes behind the
Company received and I have also embraced the marketing
scenes following Jill’s retirement from her managerial role and the
possibilities offered by modern technology. Our vastly increased online
producers took the opportunity to make some fundamental changes to
presence, coupled with new Twitter and Facebook accounts have successfully
our operations. Thankfully many of these went largely unnoticed by
‘spread-the-word’ to many thousands of possible audience
our patrons… as had been our intention.
members. The Company’s e-mailing list has subsequently gone
Southwold in particular, not only saw the introduction of a new
from strength to strength. All FESPA members are added
computerised box office system but also welcomed a new team to
automatically but you may wish to follow us on Facebook or
handle all bookings. I would especially like to thank Ian Denney who,
Twitter (see panel). If anyone feels they may be missing out
as new Box Office Manager,
please send an email to
experienced something of a ‘trial by
enquiries@southwoldtheatre.org
fire’ when bookings opened in March,
simply stating MAILING LIST in the
dealing with both a new system and an
subject line.
unprecedented early demand for tickets.
Thank you to all the Friends who
I would personally like to thank all our
took time out of their busy schedules to
box office staff, in both venues, for
help distribute the yellow and blue
their continued hard-work and support
season brochures in their local areas.
in ensuring we have ‘bums-on-seats’
This remains the most effective form of
for our productions.
local publicity (although brochures are
I know a minority of you experienced
now mailed out to information centres
a slight hiccup when trying to book
throughout the country!). There is,
tickets, for which I apologise. As I’m
however, still work to be done on
sure you will appreciate teething
improving the coverage. I will be
problems are inevitable in any new
working with the FESPA Committee
system (particularly on the scale of the
on how we achieve this but if you
Southwold change) but I can reassure
would be happy to help with our
you that these will be ‘ironed out’ for
Peter made a sponsored parachute jump on September 7 in aid of
publicity efforts please make yourself
Cancer Research UK and Age UK to mark the second anniversary of
next season.
known!
Sadly this year we say goodbye to his father’s death. So far he has raised £1,100 and donations may still
As one of our main sponsors we are
Jane Wright, our Box Office Manager be made online by going to www.justgiving.com/teams/Pete-Adshead
extremely grateful to FESPA for the
continued support shown to the Summer Theatres, whether, for
instance, by direct sponsorship of the Children’s show season, or by
you, the membership, continuing to come and see the shows. This year
we were very pleased to offer FESPA members their first ticket offer
– ‘five shows for the price of four’. The take-up for this was uniformly
SIDI SCOTT WRITES…
strong over both venues and is certainly something we will look at
repeating for future seasons.
ext April at the AGM, Trustee Jack Clayton, a
So, as they say, onwards and upwards. A heartfelt thankyou to
FESPA members for their continued support, and remember … it’s
founder member of the Friends will be retiring after
only 4 months until
25 years of sterling service, and the following year two
the box office opens
more Trustees will be retiring by rotation, in accordance
for group and FESPA
with our Constitution.
bookings!
ell here we are at the end of another fun-filled season.
Props are packed, sets are stashed and work continues
apace as the Company prepares for its 2013 season.

CALLING ALL PROSPECTIVE
TRUSTEES

N

We are very keen to encourage a healthy process of
renewal, evolution and fresh thinking in our board of
trustees and we would really like to hear from any
Friends who are prepared to put themselves forward.
As a Friend, you will certainly already have a vested
interest in the continuing health of our Summer Theatres
and of the performing arts scene in East Suffolk
generally. So here now is a great opportunity to play a
more active part in supporting the special theatrical
heritage we enjoy in this area.
Please consider this and feel free to discuss it with me
or any of the other Trustees. We have approximately four
or five meetings a year, usually at my house in
Wangford, and we are a happy and constructive group
who would welcome new faces.

Peter Adshead,
Co-producer

HOSPICE TEA PARTY A GREAT
SUCCESS

J

ill’s tea-party talk on ‘Life in the Theatre’ was received with
delight by a substantial audience at Southwold’s William
Godell Pavilion on 6th September. £850 was raised towards
the planned East Coast Hospice. FESPA President, Margaret
Chadd, MBE, who is trustee and prime mover of the £4
million project, declares herself very pleased with the result
and thanks FESPA members for their “wonderful support”.

Sidi
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