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‘Fings Ain’t What They Used To Be’
Under normal circumstances, around now we would be sending out the
Summer issue of FESPA News with full details of not only what the
Summer Theatres in Southwold and Aldeburgh have planned for your
enjoyment in the months to come, but also all the other Friends’ events
to look forward to.
But not this year.
These are not normal circumstances - the turbulence of recent months
has turned all our lives upside down, theatrical and social events which
we look forward to year-on-year have been either cancelled or at best
postponed and our diaries are artistically naked.
Our chairman, Jane Ackroyd, expands upon the effects all this Is having
on our organisation in her personal message to all Friends below.
Elsewhere, there are further reports that would otherwise have been
presented at the aborted AGM, the principals of both theatre companies
share their thoughts on where we go from here and what might just be
possible later in the season and Friends local to both locations give a
very personal view of the effect the Covid-19 pandemic has had on our
theatrical hometowns.
Dear Friends,
We were not able to hold our AGM this year for obvious reasons. Normally
my Chairman’s report would be reproduced in the May issue of FESPA
NEWS. However, as we have very little to report, we’ve decided to put the
early summer issue on ice. So, instead, I thought I’d share my thoughts
with you here.
Before the lockdown started, we were able to make awards to three theatre
companies which had applied for help to support their 2020 programmes:
The Ink Festival at Halesworth, Theatre on the Coast at Southwold and
Aldeburgh Classic Theatre. By the time the restrictions were announced
the companies had all committed substantial investment in preparations
for their seasons. We won’t be reviewing our position on the awards until
the future becomes clear.
Over the past few years FESPA’s financial position has come under
increasing pressure. We have lost members – which is only to be expected
– but they are not being replaced by sufficient numbers of new members.
There has also been a worrying trend for households who have traditionally
held double membership to reduce their subscription to just one. This year,
so far, only 213 members have renewed. 197 have not – nearly half! This
is concerning now that we’re halfway through the year.
I should add on the positive side that many Friends who have renewed
have been extra generous with their voluntary donations which is especially
welcome at the moment and the Trustees are very grateful.
In normal years we are able to supplement our subscription income with
fund-raising activities, such as the Showbiz Quiz, our stall at the
Southwold Arts Festival Street Event, last year’s ‘Tea in the Garden’,
raffles organised by some of the theatre companies and the Southwold
Players’ delightful revue at the Swan, proceeds from which they very
generously donated to FESPA. No such activities are likely to be possible
this summer.

One unfortunate consequence is that
your Trustees have decided not to
award any student bursaries this
summer. We will instead conserve
our limited funds to, hopefully, make
extra-generous awards next year.
If FESPA is to continue for very
much longer as a viable performing
arts charity, we are going to have to
work harder than ever before at
fund-raising after the lockdown is
over. Up to now the majority of
fund-raising initiatives has been
carried out by the same group of Trustees and loyal Southwold-based
Friends. Can I single out Peter Gibbs and Lorna Baker for special
mention. We can’t keep this up indefinitely!
So this is my mayday message: Please can I call on you to give serious
thought to how you and a couple of friends might fund-raise for FESPA
when the country is back to normal. A cake stall? A coffee morning? A
jam stall outside your house? A book stall? A prize draw? An auction of
promises? A garage sale? An open-garden day? A sponsored walk? A
birthday fundraiser on Facebook. It doesn’t matter how small it is; just
email me with your idea and, when the time comes, we’ll do all we can to
support it with publicity, posters, collection buckets and banners.
My email address is j.ackroyd.123@btinternet.com
Do please make this a priority.
Stay safe and roll-on ‘curtain-up’

Registered Charity No: 1119037

from David Bunkell
from Margaret Tabor

In August 2019 our selection panel
awarded bursaries to six applicants,
bringing the overall total since the
scheme began to £56,300. The
successful applicants were:

Membership numbers (Husbands /
Wives / Partners) dropped by 75 in 2019
with 99 subscriptions not received for
this year; resulting in a drop in receipts of £1148 from 2018.
The loss of the Fete and Draw has also impacted our income for 2019.
However, we took on a successful stall at the Southwold Arts Festival
for pictures and books and also gained a new member. In July, a ‘Tea
In The Garden’ was organised with several members’ gardens to view
followed by the tea – a delicious assortment of homemade cakes and
desserts with tea and coffee – enjoyed by all. In October, the
Southwold Players held ‘An Audience With …’, an evening of
entertainment with all the proceeds for FESPA. Of course, we also
had our annual Quiz in February.
Grants were again made to local theatre companies and several
bursaries were also given.
Newsletter costs were down due to the bulk purchase of stamps in
2018 before Royal Mail increased the price.
As mentioned previously, the Trustees do not claim for lots of
postage, stationery, telephone, etc. which enables us to keep costs
to a minimum.

19 year-old Katie from Ipswich is now in her second year of a BA Hons
in Dance and Musical Theatre course at the London Studio Centre.
Whilst ballet is her principal discipline, she clearly has many talents as
she is also proficient in contemporary, jazz, modern and tap – as well
as voice. She particularly appreciates that she can continue to develop
these other dance styles as options alongside ballet as part of her
studies enabling her to evolve into a very versatile professional.
Katie has been dancing since she was 4 years old and prior to her
gaining a place on this degree course was a pupil at the Angela Rowe
School of Dance in Ipswich. This bursary award will contribute to her
significant expenses of continuing to study full time in London.

One of Alice Howell’s tutors, Professor of Singing at the Guildhall School
of Music & Drama, describes her as “a hard-working young lady with
a very promising soprano voice” and thinks that “she deserves the
chance to explore her potential”. To fulfil this potential, Alice has now
secured a place in the Trinity Laban Conservatoire in Greenwich.
As well as singing, Alice has experience of performing in both theatre
and concerts and has a background in dance and acting. Although now
studying in London, Alice is firmly grounded in her Halesworth roots
having recently held two concerts in The Cut Theatre. Some of you may
have heard her perform in August at Southwold’s St. Edmund’s Church
where she was a soloist in a recital.

For the audited Income & Expenditure Statement for 2019,
please turn to page 5

Many Friends will recall that we awarded a bursary to Darcey in 2017
as she was about to start a diploma course at the Chantry School of
Contemporary and Balletic Arts. She has been dancing publicly since
2003 and, over the years, has danced many genres. After a year at the
Chantry School, she decided that her ambitions had matured and her
priority was to look for a more-rounded dance/performance course.
She is now attending a BA Hons Musical Theatre and Cabaret
Performance degree course at the University of Chichester. Her work
ethic is impressive and her aim is to get as many qualifications under
her belt as possible whilst at university to maximise her self-funding
potential.

jazz theory with an objective of ultimately auditioning at a conservatoire
to progress this instrument. To that end she plans to use her bursary
towards receiving lessons from Liran Donin, a highly-regarded jazz
musician based in London.

Although she has also been playing alto saxophone for six years and
oboe for five, Gaia’s principal instruments are flute and piccolo.
Gaining Grade 8 in flute last December, she has been playing for some
years in a number of ensembles including the South Suffolk Youth
Orchestra, the National Schools Symphony Orchestra and the National
Youth Folk Ensemble with whom she was offered a place earlier this
year.
Since 2016 Gaia has regularly attended the Junior Guildhall School of
Music and Drama (JGSMD) at weekends travelling all the way from her
Woodbridge home to London on public transport. Now in her final year
at JGSMD, she is also taking lessons in conducting and composing in
addition to flute and piccolo studies plus performing in their symphony
orchestra. Her tutors there feel she is now of a standard to progress
to the next step of studying music at university level.

Felix commenced studying performance at the Evolution College last
year having virtually no previous experience in any discipline. However,
at the completion of this one-year Foundation course alongside fellow
students who had been singing, acting and dancing for years, he had
obviously blossomed from a shy individual lacking self-confidence into
someone who knows he is now on the right career path and with great
potential recognised by his tutors. Felix has no doubt that it was the
best year of his life.
After only six months, he auditioned for and was offered a place on a
two-year Level 3 Diploma in Musical Theatre and Performing Arts at
the Tiffany Performing Arts Theatre College in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex.

Further information about each person and photographs were
published in the Autumn 2019 FESPA News, and the information in
this report was taken largely from that article. The Newsletter
continues to publish updates on the progress of many of our previous
bursary recipients.

Gabriella is a composer, lyricist, pianist, and jazz bassist. Having played
piano since the age of 3 years, she has been putting these talents to
good use at Aldeburgh Young Musicians (AYM) where she has studied
for the last three years.
In that time she has performed at Snape Maltings and the Aldeburgh
Bandstand, supported Rick Wakeman’s son on stage and made studio
recordings of some of her compositions.
Gabriella’s focus is now on developing both her jazz bass skills and

Please note that owing to the constraints and unknowns resulting
from the national strategy to control the Coronavirus pandemic,
the Trustees have reluctantly decided to pause the FESPA
Bursaries scheme for this year and no awards will be made.
It is our intention to resume the scheme in 2021.
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The Best Laid Plans … Summer Theatre Companies vs Covid-19
Get ready for
Saturday Night from Southwold

Covid 19 Update –
Aldeburgh Classic Theatre

from Matthew Townshend

from Richard Blaine

Producer and project director of
‘Theatre on the Coast’

Artistic Director,
Aldeburgh Classic Theatre
First and foremost, warmest good
wishes for health and good spirits
to
FESPA
members,
loyal
audiences and ACT’s many
industry friends and colleagues.

Hello to all our supporters at FESPA!
As I write these words, I’m trying to
dispel the gloom brought on by too
much Radio 4; last night’s Front Row
and this morning’s Today programmes
both featured Artistic Directors and
the CEO of our own professional
management association. None of it
made for cheerful listening – the end of Theatre as we know it, the
impact on the Arts, the huge loss to Education …
Which is why it’s so good to have this opportunity to bring you up to
date with our planning about Theatre on the Coast 2020. As it stands,
we have dates penciled from the beginning of August until September
12th for a postponed season, but this is looking increasingly shaky, not
because the Southwold Arts Centre might not be able to re-open in
some limited way, but as theatres up and down the country have been
calculating, the numbers of audience that we could accommodate
under Covid-19 secure regulations would only bring in a third or less
of the box office income we need to stay alive.
But! – we are in discussion with the trustees about an exciting and
innovative plan to use digital technology, hiring the Arts Centre as a
studio in which we will be filming the plays and events.
We are proposing that Saturday night from Southwold goes live in the
second half of August, with a new show each week over a four-week
season into mid-September. Subscribers pay an affordable one-off fee
and can choose to watch the live show ‘on the night’ and/or the
recording for up to seven days following each event. Once we have
the go ahead and as soon as we can, we will send out a brochure and
booking information, with FESPA members getting first sight of the
programme.
So, despite the grim predictions and against the odds, here in
Southwold we’re working hard to keep
live Theatre alive.
Spread the word!
ps And to help us fly the flag for Theatre,
we’re delighted that our good friend
Vicki Michelle MBE, best known as
Yvette in BBC TV’s ‘Allo! Allo!’ and also a
regular on ‘Emmerdale’, has agreed to be
Theatre on the Coast’s patron.
Look out for more from us and from Vicki
about what’s happening this summer.
Keep safe and stay well, everybody.
With best wishes from Matthew.

As I write, UK theatres remain
closed, indefinitely. Although
that’s been the case for over two
months now, the words still shock, don’t they?
So, when will we be allowed to re-open? Although none of us
can be sure, theatre remaining conspicuously absent from the
government’s ‘Roadmap’, we must assume we’ll be in the last
part of Step 3, so no definite knowledge until July 4th “at the
earliest”.
Prior to Lockdown, planning for our expanded season was
well-advanced, with healthy pre-bookings for our four major
new productions, highlighted in the last newsletter, our Sunday
Special Events and our pioneering New Writing event Open
Stages, where last year we produced first ever Summer Theatre
performances from Romany Theatre, Penny Rawlins
Productions, and INK Festival.
While awaiting July’s developments, we’ll do more than leave
the famous “ghost light” on. We’ll keep preparations on
schedule, but ensure we’re ready to adapt swiftly, in terms of
both productions and dates, should circumstances and
government guidelines demand rapid reaction.
Fortunately, we have the talents, the tools, and decades of
Summer Theatre experience on our side. We also enjoy
fantastic active support, flexibility, and complete commitment
from Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall, working with us on both this
strangest of summers and our Autumn, Christmas, Spring and
future projects.
Keep well, stay safe, and we’ll be seeing you!

The printed Summer edition of FESPA News is now on hold
until there is sufficient guidance from the Government to
enable our theatre companies to make firm plans for revised
programmes for later in the year.
We shall aim to bring you firm information for both theatres
as soon as it it available.
Until then, enjoy National Theatre Live At Home –
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/nt-at-home

Please don’t forget …
If you haven’t yet renewed your 2020 FESPA
Subscription, please do so now!
As a result of the pandemic, the performing arts in
East Suffolk now need you more than ever!

Production pre-shoot for ‘Attagirls’
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Life in Lockdown
Personal Views of how our Theatre Towns have responded to
Covid-19
by Marianne
Fellowes

by Chris Ure
Southwold
and
Reydon in lockdown
has been a coat of
many colours. In the
beginning there were concerns about
personal safety, and there was local
unease about a banner asking people to
stay away. Events were cancelled, as
theatres, venues, pubs, shops, restaurants and churches began
closing their doors. The Southwold Arts Festival was postponed for
a year and the Arts
Centre had to cancel its
programme
for
the
foreseeable future.
But gradually people
settled into a routine and
found resourceful ways of
adapting to their new
circumstances. On the
daily
walks,
social
distancing was respected
and as people queued at
the shops they chatted from a distance, and some shopped for
others who couldn’t get out themselves. As the weeks passed, the
initial fears and worries morphed into a more contemplative
concern for others. We heard daily reports of those in hospital,
and those who had died. Perhaps the lockdown provided an
opportunity for people to think and reflect, an opportunity to
re-evaluate what was really important in life, and to appreciate living
in such a beautiful place during lockdown. Footpaths and wildlife
were rediscovered. The sky seemed bluer and birdsong seemed
louder, maybe they were. Perhaps we were witnessing the
environmental benefits of lockdown.
There were recurrent concerns about
visitor numbers, but there were also
many acts of kindness, including a man
who had built a new garden gate for his
elderly neighbour because hers was
falling apart. There was shopping taken
to the foodbank, and meals donated and
delivered by local businesses to the
Surgery, to thank the staff.
Community
information
and
updates were published and
distributed by local councillors and
others. Creative ways were found
of maintaining a sense of
community. Technology resulted
in online streaming, and book club
members meeting remotely. Each
Sunday, over seventy people attended the Sole Bay church service
on the Zoom app.
But what people really missed was meeting with family and friends.
It highlighted how precious those people are in our lives, but we
knew that only when the rules were relaxed would we be able to
meet them in person again. For many of us, that was probably the
most difficult consequence of lockdown in 2020.

Aldeburgh, like many
communities in East
Suffolk, has a large
number of residents shielding due to
age or underlying health conditions.
It can be physically and emotionally
difficult in these unprecedented times
as we all follow official guidance, making changes accordingly;
separated from loved ones, crucial parts of our lives and
livelihoods.
Missing our Primary school, Library, Cinema, the Aldeburgh
Jubilee Hall, Churches, pubs/restaurants, shops and attending
interest groups/activities (although Tennis, Bowls and Golf are
now opening up) we eagerly await Government news about
Theatre, Arts & Music – a significant part of our world (as
audiences, creatives, volunteers).
We’re blessed with green spaces, coast and river, local
producers/supermarkets, post office and newsagent. There’s
also been a huge
‘coming together’ with
more
people
volunteering
with
AGNES (our goodneighbours scheme)
and the Town Council
distributing weekly
parcels to vulnerable
residents. Our hardworking and valued
Community Hospital
staff
gratefully
receiving gifts of soft drinks/fruit (pictured above) and the
continuing support of our League of Friends.
There are challenges and opportunities for both Aldeburgh and
individuals. In our fragile 2 metre lifeboat, reflective solitude
and loneliness are kept in
balance in seas of
uncertainty, by enduring
hope on the horizon and
anchors of quality time
with
fellow
‘householders’ or in
gardens/allotments,
learning new skills or online Zoom-ing across
divides. Our values and
decisions now are, and in
the future will be - different.
Let’s build on the positives, as Mark Twain said: “Kindness is a
language that the deaf can hear and the blind can see”.
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2018

INCOME

£

2019

2019

2018

£

£

£

EXPENDITURE

2019

2019

£

£

Opening Balances
545 Current A/C Lloyds Bank

1140

2038 Business A/C Lloyds Bank

4636

97 Gold A/C CAF Bank

592

25136 United Trust Bonds

22000

10300 Grants

11500

3250 Student Bursaries

4300

1569 Newsletter Costs

1165

28368
6248 Subscriptions

5100

3033 Donations

2875

909 Bank and Bond Interest
Arts Festival Stall
Less Expenses

158 Stationery & Postage

222

288 AGM Expenses

162

127 Garden Party Expenses

124

365
275
10

265

Southwold Players "An audience with"

645

Open Gardens

324

Less Expenses

59

265
170 General Expenses

957 Quiz Night Supper

924

229 Less Expenses

383

183 Other Income

541

60

402 Insurance

19

402

Closing Balances

515 Wine and Cheese Event
1643 Summer Fete

1140 Current A/C Lloyds Bank

1615

4636 Business A/C Lloyds Bank

5644

592 Gold A/C CAF Bank

1727 Summer Draw

22000 United Trust Bank Bonds

1830 Gift Aid Payment delayed

27
13222
20508

Received £1887 in 2020
£44632

£38443

£44632

Edited by Warwick Cross - 07776 221965 - warwick@fespa.co.uk
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